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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley 

with Pentridge Parish Council. 
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 

 

The next edition of this magazine will be published on the 
1st December 2011 

Copy Deadline is Tuesday 15th November 
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the 

deadline which is required to allow for printing, production 
and distribution 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

 
 
 

Editor: Margaret Cornish, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

Phone: 552211  
Email : 
sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk 
to ensure your articles and news reach us 

(preferably in Word, please — not pdf) 

Advertising Costs 
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 

Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  

We regret that flyers cannot be distributed within the Downsman.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER 
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA 
Email: sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 

Office 01725 552211/Clerk to the Council 01258 840935 
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk 

 
October 2011 

By Lisa Goodwin 
 

I thought I would take this opportunity in ‘Clerks Corner’ to introduce myself to you as your new Clerk.  
Just to assure you, Gill is continuing as ‘Financial Officer’ and is still very much around if you need her.  I 
will help with the day to day running of the Parish Council.  I hope by the time this report is published, I 
will have begun to settle in and got to know a few faces in the village.  Should you have any problems,  
concerns or suggestions I will be pleased to help. You can contact me on 01258 840935 at any time or 
alternatively on 01725 552211 during office opening hours. (10.00 am - 12.00 noon Tuesdays, and 6.00 pm 
- 7.30 pm Thursdays). 
 
I have been Clerk to both Holt and Knowlton Parish Councils for some years already and very much enjoy 
the role.  It has been interesting learning all about the ‘goings-on’ in and around our rural villages and how 
the Parish Councillors work to represent the local people, working in close partnership with both the  
District and County Councils. 
 
To keep you up to date with the Parish Council, we now have a new website which gives you access to a 
range of information including minutes of the meetings.  
 

www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk 
 
Members of public are welcome at our meetings to speak during the public open session prior to Council 
business.   Our meeting dates are published on the website along with the agenda.  Please note meetings 
may be subject to change so it is always best to check. 

 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

Would you like to be part of the Downsman Committee? 
  

If you would like to help with the organisation and publication of the 
Downsman magazine the Downsman team is looking for volunteers to join 
the committee .  If you feel you can help with the editing, photography or     
proof-reading, etc., please give me a call.  Ideally, volunteers for editing and 
proof-reading should be computer literate (Publisher / Word) and have a 
good command of English.  The committee only meet every other month, 

just before the publication deadline of the magazine. 
For further information, please either phone me (01725 553199)  

or email editor@thedownsman.org.uk  
 

Margaret Cornish (Editor) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
http://www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk
http://www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Thank You The Shed! 
 
A quick thank you is a must to The Shed and all 
the staff working on the evening of 31st August.  
My best work colleague chose The Shed for her 
Retirement do, having visited it only a couple of 
times . . . she liked the atmosphere and its setting.  
We were able to have a pretty large area cut off 
for our party and it worked really well. Sue had 
such a memorable time, with a tractor and trailer 
ride courtesy of Steve and Simon and a chauffeur 
home thanks to Nigel thrown into the bargain.  
However it has to be said the food was truly  
amazing, beautifully presented and mouth-
wateringly delicious . . . look at my photos on FB 
for those who dabble in social networking;  not a 
sausage roll in sight.  Angela organised the setting 
perfectly and even sat on the table to make sure it 
didn’t collapse under the weight of the salmon and 
ham!  So, really, without further ado, I would just 
like to say THANK YOU so very much to EVERY-
ONE for their input on the occasion of Sue’s Re-
tirement – it was the best way to say Happy Days 
to a special friend. 

Maureen 
 
 

Chase Community Friends 
Formerly known as the Arts' Group, the title has 
changed recently to Arts, Crafts and Hobbies in 
the hope of attracting wider participation. 
 
The venue remains the same; the Sports Pavilion, 
as does the day and time - every other Wednesday 
from 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon at the latest. So if 
you wish to come along and pursue the vocation 
of your choice, then please telephone Mrs       
Maureen Smith on 01725 552767 who will be only 
too pleased to advise you of the next meeting, or 
any other questions that you may have. 

Bill Chorley 
 

The Trussell Trust 2011 
Bulgaria Shoebox Appeal 

 
Another amazing year!   Although we will not 
reach last year’s fantastic total of 154 boxes filled, 
we will be sending well over 100 shoeboxes up to 
Salisbury for Bulgaria. The final total will be       
announced when known. 
 
My thanks to Marilyn Woodland (Taunton),     
Margaret Summerell and Chris Winter (Taunton), 
for knitting and providing so many scarves, hats 
and mittens.  Also, to those who gave a bag of 
goodies to help fill boxes.  All of these gifts are 
invaluable. 
 
A very big thank you, also, to Sheila Mugford, 
Christine Ryder, Gay Cullingford, Christine    
Warner, Margaret Durrant, Paul Skinner and Peter 
Goldstone for covering over 120 shoeboxes. 
 
Each box takes approximately 1¼  hours to cover.  
There is no quick way to do them.  The boxes 
need about 1½  metres of paper each, plus glue 
sticks and Sellotape. Despite this, it is very      grat-
ifying knowing that each box will put a smile on 
someone’s face at Christmas. However, it would 
be much appreciated if younger members of the 
community would cover their own in future; we 
are the only village that provide covered boxes. 
 
The Light Lunch took place in early July and was a 
great success, making a profit of £203.01. This has 
off-set the cost of the transport and sweets for 
over 50 extra boxes which the above goods have 
filled. Thank you to Reverent Mel and Margaret 
Durrant for allowing us the use of the vicarage 
gardens for this event and for their continued   
support; and to all who helped on the day. 

Trish Chorley 
Trussell Trust Ambassador 

2012 has a lot to celebrate with the Queens Jubilee and The Olympic Games 
 

Some of the Community Groups are considering how to celebrate 2012 by having a 
Great Community Party involving all the Community Groups possible; Sports Association, Parish Council, 
Street Fayre Committee, with the hope  that others will join in.  This Party will need a lot of organisation 

and once again we will be asking for HELP  -  so please look out for information that will be posted around 
the village and in the shops and also on the Street Fayre website, fayre@sixpennyhandley.com  and on Fa-

cebook.  Let's get it together and have a Great Day.  Please email the Street Fayre web site for any  
Questions.  Full contact details of others who can be approached, will be posted once confirmed.   

Thank you, 
Maureen New 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:fayre@sixpennyhandley.com


6 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

 
SIXPENNY HANDLEY  MOTHERS' UNION 

 
COFFEE MORNING/BRING AND BUY SALE 

((In aid of M.U. Overseas Relief Fund) 
 

with  Raffle  and  Picture  Competition 
 

10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon, Saturday 15th  October 
at 46 High Street, Sixpenny Handley 

 
**  ALL WELCOME  ** 

Thank You 
 

Liz Coombs and Stella Olsen wish to thank all at ‘The Shed’ for the excellent service we received at our 
recent joint birthday party. 

 
Special thanks to Angela for the organisation and Paul (the chef) for the superb buffet.  We would both 

highly recommend this venue to anyone planning a party or function. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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The Little Pennies Pre-School needs a new Chair of Trustees! 
 
The Little Pennies is a village Pre-School registered for up to 20 children in a fantastic new building within 
the First School grounds. It is a Charitable Company therefore all trustees also act as Company Directors.  
The role includes managing the board of trustees who manage the staff team of 4 part-time teachers. Key 
aspects of the role are implementing and maintaining the legal requirements (Ofsted, policies etc.) and 
monitoring the quality of the provision.  The ideal candidate will have an interest in pre-school education 
and working within a team; no experience or formal qualifications are necessary.  The new Chair will be 
supported by a Secretary, Treasurer and additional board members. This is a voluntary role and free   
training is available.  
 

If you are interested, please contact Sarah Stonton on 01725 516939 or in writing to 
The Little Pennies Pre-School, Common Road, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NJ for further information. 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 2012 

 

Invita on to Tender 
 

To request a schedule of works 
Please contact Lisa Goodwin on 01258 840935 

or email: sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 
 Tenders should be submi ed by post or email to the Clerk by 

 27TH OCTOBER 2011 

Church Farm Caravan and Camping Park 
Thank you 

Steve, Lee and Kevin would like to thank everyone in the village who supported the ‘Fish and Chip Supper’ 
this year.  Together we have raised £610.00 to be split between the SIA (Spinal Injuries Association) and  

The Duke of Cornwall Spinal Unit at  Salisbury Hospital (where Kevin attends). 
 

Also, the dog show at the end of July: what a wonderful day we had and we would like to do this again 
next year with your  support.  We would like to thank Heather and Malcolm without whose organisation 

the show wouldn’t have taken place and we wouldn’t have raised another £263.43 for 
The Duke of Cornwall Spinal Unit. 

  
Thank you to all the Stall holders for taking part and for their donations. We hope you will take part again 

next year.  (Any ideas for any other events please let us know).  
 

So a big Thank You to everyone. 
 

Steve  & Lee, 
Church Farm Caravan and Camping Park 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
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Mobile Library Schedule    -    Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 
Dean Lane       3.50 – 4.05 October 13th,   27th 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30         November 10th,  24th,   December 8th 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 
Following the attempted break-in at the end of May, the hall committee has been seeing how best to im-
prove the security of the building. New doors have now been ordered and should be fitted shortly. 
 
Rob’s Auction is on Saturday 8th October. Viewing from 2.00 pm 
and the auction starts at 6.00 pm.  Bring your items to the hall 
in the morning – no analogue televisions will be accepted. 
 
Regrettably the lack of support shown by East Dorset District Council for Artsreach has had a direct effect 
on the village in that there have been no funds to support any live entertainment this autumn which is a 
great shame. Every effort will continue to be made next to convince the district council that the village halls 
deserve more support than they seem to pour into places such as The Hub at Verwood.  

 
Panta Rei Danseteater is a vibrant, highly respected contemporary dance 

company who are based in Oslo, Norway. They will be performing  
'We Fiction / Private Rite' 

in Cranborne Village Hall 
on Friday 18th November 2011 at 7.30 pm. 

ROB’s AUCTIONROB’s AUCTION
SIXPENNY HANDLEYSIXPENNY HANDLEY  

VILLAGE HALLVILLAGE HALL 
SAT OCT  8TH - 6PM 

All goods to be delivered to the hall before 12 midday 
Viewing from 2.00 pm 

No analogue (old style) TVs 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mothers’ Union 
After a busy summer with MU involvement in    
several activities, we started off the ‘new year’ on 
September 8th with a House Communion service 
taken by Reverend Mel Durrant.  He sparked off 
some lively discussion and injected a sense of  
cheerfulness, while not losing sight of reverence. 
 
On Saturday morning, 15th October 10.00 am 
– 12.00 noon, we are holding a coffee morning 
(with bring-and-buy and raffle) at Sheila’s, 46, High 
Street.  This is in aid of the MU overseas fund 
which is administered by Mary Sumner House 
(HQ!).  There will be a ‘Picture Game’ with a 
competitive edge!  We hope that lots of people 

will come to join in this fun morning – not just MU 
members. 
 
Our next meeting, at 15 Paddock Close as usual, on 
Thursday 13th October at 2.45 pm, is Episode 2 
of ‘Music in Prisons’.  The speaker is Ann       
Hinchcliffe, who delighted us with Episode 1 some 
months ago. 
 
Enquiries:  Sheila Bradley 553133 or Mary Macleod 
552041. 

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club 
Our outdoor season is finished again and has been 
very successful.  The morning of our President and 
Barbeque day did start with rain, but the sun came 
out by the time we started the festivities and stayed 
out the whole afternoon.  I think you organised that 
very well, Bob, along with everything else!  We were 
very pleased to have such a lot of visitors and like to 
think everybody enjoyed the game of bowls and the 
barbeque.  We do hope we might see some of these 
visitors again.  Not only is outdoors very enjoyable 
everybody is always very welcome for our indoors 
shortmat bowls, which is starting again at the end of 
September. 
 
We had our annual jumble sale at the beginning of 

September and made about £300.  Thank you,     
everybody, who helped and of course all the people 
who spent money on our stalls. 
 
We have now got the end results in from our league 
matches and we have done very well.  We have 
come second in the MTL League.  I think most of 
you know the presentation evening is on the 17th 
October and it would be nice for the organisers if as 
many as possible could attend.  The men’s team is 
about in the middle of the league table, so well done! 
 
Have a good indoor season and enjoy the social 
events Val and Bob have planned for us. 

Bea 

 CLUB PLAYED WON LOST DRAW SHOTS 
FOR 

SHOTS 
AGAINST 

SHOTS 
NET POINTS 

1 Amesbury 16 9 5 2 1119 960 159 134 

2 Sixpenny Handley 16 9 7 0 1026 939 87 129 

3 Mere 16 9 5 2 1005 854 128 128 

4 Salisbury 16 9 7 0 988 978 10 124 

5 Alderbury 16 8 7 1 979 896 83 117 

6 Tisbury 16 9 7 0 945 1078 -133 113 

7 Downton 16 8 8 0 970 993 -23 110 

8 Salisbury Victoria 16 6 10 0 971 1026 -55 94 

9 Wilton 16 2 13 1 868 1179 -311 57 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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News 
And  
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

On 8th August, members gathered at the home of 
Tony and Jan Gibb for their August Supper.      
Unfortunately, it was not a warm, balmy summer 
evening so most of the time was spent indoors, 
although some did take a stroll around the garden.  
However, it was, as always a very pleasant way to 
spend an evening and there was plenty of fun and 
laughter as well as the spread of food and drink to 
help things along. 
 
On 12th September Mrs Nicky Marriott gave an 
illustrated talk about being a Radio Ham and her 
visit to The Falkland Islands.  It is apparently a pop-
ular, technical hobby and a service that uses vari-
ous types of radio equipment allowing       commu-
nication with other radio amateurs for the purpose 
of self-training, recreation and public   service.  
The three week trip to the Falklands was with a 
group of ladies and the majority of time seemed to 
have been spent making radio contact with other 
like-minded people from all over the world.  This 
was Nicky’s first trip abroad, as well as the first 
time she had flown, so it was quite an adventure!  
She did manage to have one day off whilst there 
enabling her to see some of the places made fa-
mous by the Falklands conflict, including the pen-
guins! 

 
The Craft Club continues to meet monthly and has 
just completed a patchwork bedspread, which is to 
be given to Salisbury Hospice to raffle at one of 
their fund-raising events.  
 
The Book Club also meets monthly and is a very 
social gathering, sometimes encouraging reading of 
books that, maybe, one wouldn’t choose, so     
widening one’s horizons.  The book for September 
is ‘The Hobbit’ by Tolkien, and for October, ‘The 
Pillars of the Earth’ by Ken Follett. 
 
Dates for the Diary  
October  10th  Bijou Beads,  
    Demonstration and Talk 
October 20th  Autumn Council Meeting, Poole 
October 26th   Autumn Group Meeting, Shroton     
    Dr Basil Purdue (Pathologist) 
November 14th  Mr Christopher Coll         
     The Dad’s Army story (TV)
  
Anyone who would like to attend a meeting or 
would like more information, please contact the 
Secretary, Mrs Bobbie Carter.  Tel 01725 552042 

   
 Rita Taylor (Committee Member) 

Charity Ladies’ Night 
 

in aid of Young Arts Dorset &  
Cancer Research UK 

     

24th November 7.30 - 11.30 pm, 
Hamworthy Social Club, 

Magna Road, Merley 
     

TICKETS £16.50 INCLUSIVE OF 2 
x Glasses of Pimms and 

2 x Puddings! 
     

A night of Cabaret & Disco, 
THE Elvis Tribute, PIMMS, PUDS 

and Cabaret, 
Featuring DJ Ashley Hooper,  

Garry J Foley 
    For tickets contact an-

nieyoungart@hotmail.co.uk or visit 
www.youngartdorset.org 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:nieyoungart@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.youngartdorset.org
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The collection dates for this year run from       
Saturday 29th October to Remembrance Sunday, 
13th November.  We have done very well in past 
years.  Last year the amount collected came to 
£1,827, thanks to sterling work by the volunteer 
house-to-house collectors, the shops and the 
church collections.  I am grateful for the support 
from all those who helped to amass this sum and 
all who gave so generously. 
 
The success of the annual Poppy Appeal depends 
very much on the efforts of those who voluntarily 
undertake the task of collecting door–to-door.  A 
particular stalwart is Mrs Hazel Brewer who, last 
year, was congratulated by the Royal British Legion 
who awarded her their ‘For Merit’ badge for 25 
years service.  She deserves our congratulations 
for such devoted service. 
 
The number of collectors available this year has 
dropped, so I am making an appeal for some     
additional helpers for the door-to-door collec-
tions.  Can you spare two hours of your time one 
evening to assist in this most worthwhile task?  

Money raised by the Poppy Appeal is making a real 
difference to people’s lives, helping our heroes 
from past and present campaigns, as well as      
supporting their families, who are so often also 
affected when their loved ones return home,    
requiring physical, financial or emotional support. 
 
The present economic climate has meant heavy 
demand on the RBL for its welfare services, now 
spending over £200,000 a day.  In addition, the 
Legion has committed £25million to the Personnel 
Recovery Centres, including £12million to the RBL 
Battle Back Centre, a facility built to enhance the 
recovery of wounded and sick Service personnel, 
which will become a national centre of excellence 
for adaptive sport and adventure training with the 
military as its core. 
 
Please help your local Poppy Appeal this year with 
your generosity.  And if you could spend a couple 
of hours helping with the collecting boxes, the  
existing voluntary collectors and I will be most 
grateful for your help.  Do let me know if you can  
-  phone me on 01725 552781 or leave a message. 

Paul Skinner (Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser) 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2011 

101 NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER GOES LIVE IN DORSET 
 
The new 101 police non-emergency telephone number has gone live today, Monday 19 September 2011. 
 
Members of the public in Dorset must now ring 101 to contact Dorset Police for non-urgent enquiries. 
 
The new 101 number has replaced the previous non-emergency police number in Dorset of 01202 or 
01305 222 222. 
 
This new non-emergency number has gone live across all of the police forces in the south west today – and 
the 101 number is due to be available in all police force areas of England and Wales by the end of January 
2012. 
 
Chief Superintendent Colin Searle, Communications and Contact Services Commander, said: “The new 101 
police non-emergency telephone number is easy to remember and will be live across the whole country 
early next year. 
 
“It is important that the public in Dorset know that they must dial 101 to contact the police in Dorset for 
non-urgent business from now on. 
 
“The public should call 101 to report crime, to contact their local Safer Neighbourhood Team, to provide 
us with information about crimes that have been committed or to make a general enquiry. 
 
“As ever, people should always dial 999 in an emergency – when life is in danger or a crime is in progress.” 
 
Calls to the 101 non-emergency number – from both landlines and mobile phones – cost 15 pence per call 
no matter what time of day you call, or how long you are on the phone. 
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We are now into the second week of September and there is still a fair acreage of winter wheat and spring 
oil seed rape to be harvested here in the fields around our cottage. This is simply because of the awful   
harvest weather this summer and autumn. Thank goodness for the sophisticated machinery available to the 
farmer when harvesting conditions are right! 
 
When I first came into farming, the headers on the combines which were ‘devouring’ the crops back in the 
late 1950s were 10 and 12 feet wide and they were considered to be the ‘bees’ knees’ as far as harvesting 
was concerned. I suspect that the cutting tables of the ones I have just photographed today are six metres 
(twenty feet) wide and, of course, they were travelling at speeds far greater than those of my youth and far 
more efficiently, giving a much better seed sample with far less losses. 

 
Of course, there have been many improvements to 
combines in the past fifty years, not only in size and 
performance, but also in driver comfort. Today, the 
cab from which the driver operates his machine has a 
clean, air conditioned environment, where the      
controls are instantaneous and electronically or    
hydraulically operated without any physical effort on 
his part. There is even a cutting knife on the end of 
the header, at right angles to the main horizontal 
blades, to ensure that the end of the cutting deck 
doesn’t block up. I remember being given the job of 
riding on the steps of a combine so that I could jump 
off every time the header reel blocked while cutting a 
badly laid crop of barley. This was some fifty years 
ago; today Health and Safety would have a few words 
to say about it, as they would if there were no cabs 

on combines today. When I was working in Wexford, Eire, later in my career, we actually had a very hot, 
dry summer and the three combines we were using were surrounded in clouds of dust as they worked. 
Even then, in the 1970s, they did not have cabs on. The drivers worked all day in clouds of dust and simply 
accepted it as the status quo. The fact that they were combine drivers made them superior to all the      
remaining farm staff, so dust was something they put up with. They simply battled on, covered in dust, so 
much so that, at times, it was difficult to see where they were going or even see their dash boards and  
instruments! In fact, the newest of these machines, just one year old, gathered so much dust that the     
operator hadn’t noticed that the temperature gauge was going up and up. The dust was so bad that it had 
coated the driver, the combine and the engine and caused it to heat up to such an extent that it blew up! It 
was a German Class and our local Wexford dealer assured us a new engine would arrive from Germany 
within two days. That’s just what we wanted to hear, but unfortunately it was not the truth as it took 
slightly more than two weeks before that combine was back at work. 
 
Now, I must really get back to ‘Harvest at Woodcutts’;  you must stop diverting me or I shall never get this 
copy to the editor in time for the deadline, whenever that is. We were talking about the crops still to be 
harvested here at Woodcutts as we enter the second week of September, namely spring oil seed rape and 
winter wheat. The yield of oil seed rape can be badly affected by the weather as the seed pods can easily 
split when drying out, releasing the seeds onto the ground, especially if they are constantly changing from 
wet to dry due to changing weather conditions. This means that there can be serious losses of seed before 
the crop can be combined. Winter wheat also sheds to some extent, but the biggest problem is that the 
grain, once dried in the ear, will, if allowed to get wet, germinate and sprout which, of course, loses      
quality and can only be sold as cattle feed at a considerably reduced price. So a wet autumn is not a good 
time for farmers with combinable crops still to harvest. 
 
The stock farmers on the other hand, providing there isn’t too much rain so that fields are waterlogged, 
actually benefit in that they have a goodly supply of grass, albeit possibly of lower quality since it has a high-

Harvest at Woodcutts! 

Combine working just two hundred yards from our cottage. 
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er water content: that is providing they aren’t intending to make some late silage or even hay or     haylage 
to supplement their winter feed supply. Yesterday I was talking to a farmer who has fifty acres of grass to 
make into haylage before he can plough the land to drill winter wheat. 
 
That’s enough about farming and its problems. Now, let’s talk about the countryside if you have the time to 
read this.  Firstly, I received a phone call one day at the beginning of September from Sheila Bradley, who 
lives at the top end of the Sixpenny Handley High Street.  She said that Angie, her next door neighbour, 
had found an unidentified living ‘thing’ under her fuchsias. Shelia 
suggested it looked reptilian, but when she described it to me I 
suggested it was a caterpillar of a hawk moth. She said that it was 
at least three inches long and rather than produce a moth it was, 
from its size, more likely to produce a bird.  I went down and 
identified it as an elephant hawk moth caterpillar, which loves 
fuchsia leaves to feed on. I have enclosed a photograph, which 
shows its size in comparison to a human finger. For all its       
ugliness, it produces a rather beautiful pink and brown moth of 
some size but far smaller than our smallest birds and the body of 
which is far smaller than the caterpillar. I just hope that the    
editor can include the photograph. 
 
To finish, I must tell you about my wonderful experience in Nor-
mandy while on holiday with children and grandchildren. We 
were parked in the village riverside car park at Airel, about 10 
miles north-east of St.Lồ on the River Vire. What first caught my 
eye was a blue flash, which changed to a reddish brown and could only have been a kingfisher, but then 
across the river something else caught my eye. It was something grey swimming along the opposite bank. It 
was an otter; the first I had ever seen in the wild. It was getting late, so we did not stay long but we did 
return the following evening. I had a wonderful two weeks in France but this was the icing on the cake and I 
am already looking forward to going back next year to see them again and, I hope, get some wonderful  
pictures, so please be patient - you have only got a twelvemonth to wait! 
 
Thank you for reading to the end.  I hope you have enjoyed my wanderings and that I haven’t kept you up. 
God bless. 

Ted Cox  (Sept. 2011)  

The Elephant Hawk Moth caterpillar 

Sixpenny Handley Photography Group 
 
 
This is a small, amateur group that is open to all abilities. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Friday of 
the month at 7.15 pm at 10 Sycamore Close, Sixpenny Handley.  
 
So far, the group has learnt the basics of using their camera and is beginning to understand that 
you don’t need specialist equipment to capture a great photo. 
   
Get up close with nature and capture that special moment in time, or look further afield for a     
perfect landscape. See how the professionals do it. 
 
If you wish to understand all that your camera has to offer, are seeking advice on something spe-
cific or simply wanting feedback from a friendly group of people, this could be the group for you. 
 

For more information ring Andrew Chorley on (01725) 552776,  Mob - 07753 110327                  
or e-mail andrewchorley@mac.com 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:andrewchorley@mac.com


18 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

Village Hall 100 Club Winners  
 
 July August 

1st £25 118 Mrs Hayes 1st £25      23 Ms J. Day 
 

2nd £15  14 Mr C. Miles 2nd £15      89 Mrs B. Day 
 

3rd £10    1 Mrs Rivers 3rd £1     138 Mrs G. Carter 
 

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall. 
 

If you would like to join and have a chance to win, please contact Bea Boyland on 552805 

SIX OF THE BEST                                             
(General Knowledge Quiz) 

 
( 1 )    This is part of a  poem I learnt at Handley School years ago when I was a young lad. 
                           I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gipsy life 
                           To the gulls way, and the whales way, where the wind’s like a whetted knife. 
                           Title of the poem and Poet please. 
 
( 2 )     What is the origin, or reasons for the saying? 
                          “Shipshape and Bristol fashion“ 
 
( 3 )     Who rode into the valley of death, where cannon left and right volleyed and thundered? 
            Also where was this, and when? 
 
( 4 )      The 36th President of the United States, Lyndon B Johnson, was affectionately known as L B J. 
             But what name did the letter B stand for ? 
 
( 5 )      Who made a very famous speech based on these words, “I have a dream.“ 
             Also, where and when was this? And what was the subject matter of the speech? 
 
( 6 )      What happened at Niagara Falls100 years ago in the year 1911? 
 
             Answers with next edition of the Downsman magazine.                                           Peter Bailey 

Stock Gaylard Ride  -  16th October 2011 
 

A beautiful, 8 mile horse ride through the Stock Gaylard Estate, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2BG. 
By kind permission of Andrew and Josie Langmead 

 

Riders will be able to start the ride anytime between 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
Awards 

 

Everyone who completes the course will receive a sunflower pin badge. 
Delicious refreshments will be available, with all proceeds to Weldmar Hospicecare Trust. 

 

Entries by 12th October 2011 
Adults £10 

12 and under £5 
 

On the day (cash only) 
Adults £15 

12 and under £5 
 

To enter follow www.weld-hospice.org.uk/stockgayalrdride or call Amy Day 01305 261800 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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COUNTRY RAMBLES 
The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. We have it in trust. We must account for it for those 

who come after.  KING GEORGE VI 

The last chapter in the swallow saga is that they 
returned to have another go on the crossbeam of 
my workshop. They made some minor adjustments 
to the nest and laid three eggs which hatched 
about the 10th August. Unfortunately, the story 
does not have a happy ending. Next door’s cat, 
having failed to get a meal from their other nest, 
found this one and cleaned up. The swallows have 
now all gone to their winter quarters and I have 
removed the nest in the workshop.  
 
Britain’s waterways are the healthiest they have 
been for more than 20 years, according to the  
Environment Agency, which released a list of the 
ten most improved rivers in the country. Number 
nine on the list was the Stour in Dorset. Otters, 
salmon and other wildlife are returning for the first 
time since the industrial revolution. The           
Environment Agency confirmed that amongst the 
sightings is the return of otters to Kent, the one 
county where otters had remained absent. There is 
still more work to be done, and there are plans to 
transform a further 9,500 miles of river in England 
and Wales by 2015 – the equivalent of the distance 
between the UK and Australia. 
 
We still have some cases of myxomatosis locally.  
It’s normally at a peak at this time of the year    
because numbers are at their peak as the breeding 
season comes to an end. When I was in my teens 
it was rare to see pregnant or nursing does in the 
autumn or early winter, but the breeding time, like 
the football season, seems to be getting longer, and 
last week I saw seven youngsters playing on the 
headland of the stubble field. 

 I don’t know if any of you have noticed an       
increase in the number of foxes this year but the 
farmer down the road shot six that were in with 
his chickens one evening and, four days later, a  
further two. All my gamekeeper contacts are    
reporting foxes on the move; I wonder if was a 
particularly good breeding year, or is there some 
other explanation? 
 
The ability of animals to work things out always 
amazes me. My middle dog is clever and over the 
years he had developed his own working style and 
as a result has become a better working dog. 
Whenever I have an apple I give the core to the 
dogs to eat, but this year Flynn has taken this love 
of fruit a stage further. I noticed that there were 
very few fallen apples under the trees. I normally 
have to rake them up before I can cut the grass, 
but this year it was a case of picking up the half 
dozen or so that were there. Then I saw him    
eating one of the fallers, and a few minutes later he 
ate another. Because I had picked up the fallers he 
had no apples to eat, but rather than be outdone 
he went to the tree and picked an apple for     
himself. This was not a one-off occasion as he is 
continuing to supplement his normal diet with 
quite a lot of fruit. Indeed, he has expanded his 
range to the fallen damsons and plums.  Why he 
has suddenly found the need to do this I do not 
know. It is, however, interesting to see the young 
dog watch his uncle as he, too, is picking the apples 
up, but as yet not eating them. 

 
Richard Harwood 
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Autumn in the shadow of the snowflake, 
A russet carpet rustling in the wind 
Threatening the first frost of winter 

And banishing the distant hope of spring. 
 

Autumn in the memory of the summer, 
The glory of the golden ripened corn 

Of a harvest which was rotted in the springtime 
When the falling autumn leavers were being born. 

 
Autumn in the twilight of the seasons, 
A fading landscape richly coloured, still 

With the subtlety of all the shades of nature 
Captured by the artist with the quill. 

 
Autumn in the heartfelt need of poets 

Searching to express the earth’s decline 
Need look no further than the changing seasons 
For inspiration to raise praise in metric rhyme. 

 
Autumn is the season for the sages, 

Authors, artists and philosophers who sing 
The praise of Mother Nature through the ages 

From the insight which only autumn brings 
 

Autumn in the beds of summer roses 
When dying lends a fragrance so rare 

To the senses of whoever then reposes 
In the sweetly-scented, fleeting autumn air. 

 
 

Just once for all time 
Laughing, singing, joy bells ringing 

Life is today just a dream. 
Music yearning, sorrows turning, 
Bright eyes with happiness gleam. 

Those fairytales are for a few. 
This one I know is true. 

 
Just once for all time 

Does good luck greet you 
And lead you on to Paradise. 

Just once for all time 
Does fortune treat you 

To happiness beyond the clouds. 
 

The flowers are your flowers, 
The hours are your hours 

The whole wide world belongs to you 
There’s just one Maytime 
Make that your playtime 

And start to live your life anew 
With heart that’s beating and lips repeating 

Such happiness is too good to be true. 
 
 
Money can’t buy happiness, but is sure makes misery  
easier to live with. 
You’re never too old to learn something stupid. 
 

Common Ground 
We talked about a lot of things 

And just could not agree, 
Which made me feel so very sure 

That love was not to be. 
But when we talked of gardening 

I very quickly found, 
That then, and for all time to come 

We’d be on common ground 
(Rachel Hartnett) 

 
 

A bit of fun 
Give us, Lord, a bit o’ sun 

A bit o’ work and a bit o’ fun. 
Give us all in th’ struggle and splutter, 
Our daily bread and a bit o’ butter. 
Give us health, our keep to make, 

An’ a bit of spare for poor folk’s sake. 
Give us sense, for we are some of us duffers 

An’ a heart to feel for all that suffers. 
 
 

Words of wit and wisdom 
Finish every day and be done with it, 

You have done what you could, 
Some blunders and absurdities crept in, 

Forget them as soon as you ca, 
Tomorrow is a new day. 

 
Things grandmother told us 

Moving furniture:  put socks on the legs of furniture to 
move it across hard surfaces like wood or slate. 
Stained furniture:  for alcohol stains on furniture, rub 
hard for five minutes with petroleum jelly mixed with cig-
arette ash 
Easy room freshener:  a drop of perfume on a light 
bulb will send a fragrance through the room 
No flies:  use sprigs of mint in a vase on your window sill 
to deter flies (smells good, too). 
New uses for toothpaste: plain white toothpaste 
cleans your hand basin, as well as jewellery and all silver.  
Rub it in, wash in hot water and polish with a soft cloth. 
Fogged up glasses and mirrors: to prevent glass from 
fogging up, rub it with dry toilet soap, then polish with a 
soft cloth. 
Grease stains:  to remove oil and grease stains from 
clothing, run a handful of cornflour into the stains, leave 
to absorb the grease, then wash as usual. 
Damp matches:  rub a match in your hair before    
striking.  The oil from your hair will assist easy lighting. 
 
DON’T’ FORGET Rob’s Auction, Village Hall,  
Saturday 8th October.  Usual format.  Donations 
from 10.00 am, viewing from 2.00 pm.  Sale starts 
6.00 pm.  Food, drinks, raffle, brick-a-brac.        
Bargains for all.  Thank you for gifts, donations, 
help and support on the day.  (Extra help is always 
wanted).  Rob. 
 

Rob’s Column 
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At a time when there is great uncertainty in the NHS, 
and the Government is being forced to make a ‘u’ turn    
on some of its proposed changes, it is refreshing to hear 
of some positives in treatment and care within the 
Health Service.   
 
DIABETES can affect people of all ages and there are a 
number of risk factors such as high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and family history.    Tell-tale symptoms 
include sudden excessive thirst, numbness in hands and 
feet and blurred vision. 
 
Diabetes care seems to be a leader in the field of pa-
tient involvement and education. Whilst the number of 
people diagnosed with diabetes is     increasing, medics 
in the south are working hard to ensure that patients 
with this condition know how to cope with this life-
changing illness.  It is unfortunately true that blindness 
and foot         amputation can be a dangerous conse-
quence of not managing diabetes correctly. 
 
Graham Ryder from the Cramborne Chase is not such 
a patient.  He takes his condition very       seriously, and 
he is determined that he will manage the disease, not 
the other way round.  Graham counts the carbohy-
drates of what’s on the menu before he enjoys a very 
tasty and nutritious meal. 
 
Graham has been a Type 1 diabetic since July 1983 and 
over the years, with the help of the NHS, has made 
great efforts to manage his diabetes well. However in 
2008 he was given the opportunity to go on a DAFNE 

Course (Dose Adjustment For Normal Eating) being a 
training programme giving people with Type 1 Diabetes 
the skills to estimate the carbohydrate content of their 
meal and to  inject the right dose of insulin to match 
this, also to make adjustments for exercise, travel and 
other activities.  Graham states that the course totally 
changed his life, from always time-watching in   order to 
eat and inject at prescribed times to very seldom wear-
ing a watch. The DAFNE course    allows diabetics to 
be in charge of their diabetes. Graham can now eat 
what he wants and when he wants. 
 
Doing his own care, Graham has avoided being admit-
ted to hospital by using DAFNE principles, saving the 
NHS approximately £1000 per visit. The cost of a 
DAFNE course is around £350. The   savings alone 
speak for themselves. 
 
Last September Graham was asked to join DUAG 
(Dafne User Action Group) to promote DAFNE and to 
help those who have not attended a DAFNE course. 
DAFNE does not end when the course is completed. 
Graduates of the course are given a number of contacts 
in case they need help and normally this advice is given 
within a couple of hours. There is access to a website 
run by DAFNE graduates where you can have questions 
answered and gain more information about diabetes 
first hand. While Graham is able to manage his diabetes 
he still attends the hospital for annual checks and re-
views. 

Graham Ryder 

Diabetics regain control of lives  -  A profile of Graham Ryder from the Cranborne Chase 
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NEWSLETTER                                 
The Sixpenny Handley and Chalke Valley Prac ce                         

Sixpenny Handley Surgery 
Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 
Salisbury Wiltshire SP5 5PA 
Telephone: 01725 552500 

Doves Meadow Surgery 
Broad Chalke 

Salisbury Wiltshire SP5 5EL 
Telephone: 01722 780282 

Web Site: 
www.sixpennydocs.co.uk 

 
 
 

STAFF NEWS 
We welcome Doctor Liz Parry who will be with us for a year. She is a 
qualified doctor who is in the final stage of training to be a GP. We 
look forward to her working alongside us. Dr Franklin has joined her 
new Practice for her final stage of training and Nurse Ruth          
Raudsepp has also taken up a new challenge. We wish them both much 
success for the future. 

 
  

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
 

We hope to set up a Patient Participation Group to help us plan future changes to 
the Practice.  It is envisaged that the group will have about 150 members, all pa-
tients, embracing a wide age range and representing all groups within the practice, 
including those people who seldom come to visit us. 
 
Because of the size of the group it will not be practical to meet physically and we 
plan to communicate predominantly by email and the internet. 

If you are interested 
please email us on  

 
Sixpenny.ppg@nhs.net 

Stating your name and first line of address 
 

We will not respond to any medical questions via this email. 
We will store your email address in an email group but it will not be shared with anyone outside the      sur-

gery, not even with other members of the group unless you specifically ask. 
The information with which you supply us will be used lawfully, 

in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
The Data Protection Act 1998 gives you the right to know what information is held about you, 

and sets out rules to make sure that this information is handled properly. 
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HEALTH MATTERS 
 

ASR Hip Replacements 
 

You may have heard on the news that some hip replacements have been causing   
problems.  Only one type of artificial joint is involved, the ASR made by DePuy. If you 
do have an ASR hip – please contact the DePuy ASR Helpline on 0800 279 4865 to 
inform them. This recall means additional testing and treatment may be necessary to 
check your hip implant is functioning well. DePuy intends to cover reasonable and   
customary costs of testing and treatment associated with the ASR recall, including 
revision surgery if it is necessary. 
 

There is more information on their website http://www.depuy.com/ukpatient 
 

UNPLEASANT BEHAVIOUR 
 

We understand that often when people come into the surgery they are worried, 
frightened or feeling under the weather; maybe all three.  This can make people act 
uncharacteristically, causing them to speak rudely, raise their voices or act            
unpleasantly in other ways.  Normally, the first people they see are the receptionists 
or dispensers, who genuinely want to help but have limited authority.  It is not fair 
that they should bear the brunt of such behaviour. 
 
If you feel that you are not getting the service you expect, please ask to see either 
the Practice Manager or one of the Doctors.  They cannot work miracles, but they 
might be able to help. 
 
As employers, we will not tolerate aggressive or abusive behaviour towards our staff 
and may ask people who act this way to leave our practice list. 
 
We will endeavour to give you the respect that you deserve and would ask that you do 
the same. 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
Dispensary: 01725 552589 between 12 and 3pm 
Health Visitor: 01747 856709 
District Nurses: 01725 552792 
Midwife: non urgent: 01722 425185 Mon-Sat 8.00 am — 6.00 pm  
           urgent: 01722 336262 ask for on-call Midwife 
Out Of Hours: 0845 6001013 
NHS Direct:  0845 4647   

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
http://www.depuy.com/ukpatient


28 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


29 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


30 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


31 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


32 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


33 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


34 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


35 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


36 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


37 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


38 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


39 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


40 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


41 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


42 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


43 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


44 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


45 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


46 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


47 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


48 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


49 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


50 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


51 

The Downsman  October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


52 

The Downsman       October 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk  

DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

  8 Oct Rob’s Auction 9 

10 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley Surgery 
W.I. Meeting 

12 
13 

13 Oct Mobile Library 
M.U. Meeting 

9 
11 

14 Oct Photography Group 17 

15 Oct M.U. Coffee Morning 6 

16 Oct Stock Gayland Ride 18 

17 Oct Flu Clinic, Broad Chalke 12 

19 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley Surgery 12 

20 Oct Bingo 
W.I. Meeting, Poole 

10 
13 

24 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley Surgery 12 

26 Oct W.I. Meeting, Shroton 13 

27 Oct Chase Garden Club 
Mobile Library 

6 
9 

28 Oct Photography Group 17 

   

2 Nov Flu Clinic, Broad Chalke 12 

5 Nov Firework Display 23 

10 Nov Mobile Library 9 

11 Nov Photography Group 17 

13 Nov Remembrance Parade 23 

14 Nov W.I. Meeting 13 

15 Nov Copy Deadline 3 

18 Nov Pamper & Shop Evening 
Panta Rei Danseteater Dance Co 

8 
9 

24 Nov Chase Garden Club 
Mobile Library 

6 
9 

25 Nov Photography Group 17 

1 Dec Next Issue 3 

3 Dec Coffee Morning 10 
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