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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley 

with Pentridge Parish Council. 
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 

 

The next edition of this magazine will be published on the 
1st April 2011 

Copy Deadline is Tuesday 15th March 
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the 

deadline which is required to allow for printing, production 
and distribution 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

 
 
 

Editor: Margaret Cornish, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

Phone: 552211  
Email : 
sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk 
to ensure your articles and news reach us 

(preferably in Word, please — not pdf) 

Advertising Costs 
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 

Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  

We regret that flyers cannot be distributed within the Downsman.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER 
 

Sixpenny Handley Information Network 
The Parish Council believe that our community could benefit considerably from an internet-based information      
exchange system.  The Downsman is a magnificent community magazine, but as it is only published every two months 
it cannot provide ‘hot news’ such as police updates on criminal activity in our area or burst water mains and so on.  
The idea is to have an email information network registered through the Parish Office.  Discrete limited experiments 
have been tried out and have produced very positive responses.  Anyone who is interested in signing up to          
participate for a trial period, please email the Parish Office – sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk – and provide 
details of your name, phone number, email and postal address. 
 
2011 Local Government Elections 
The next Parish Council elections are scheduled for Thursday 5th May.  Some of the present Councillors may be 
standing down.  There are seven seats in the Sixpenny Handley ward and four in Pentridge (the latter includes the 
villages of East and West Woodyates).  To ensure there is an election, a minimum of eight candidates for Sixpenny 
Handley and four for Pentridge are essential together with a good turnout on the day.  If you feel up to the challenge 
and would like to know more of what is involved, then please contact the Parish Office and speak to the Clerk,     
Gill Martin, or a Councillor.  Alternatively, if you know anyone who you think might be interested then speak with 
them and encourage them to do the same. 
 
Bus Passes for over 60s 
I have received two letters to pass on to our County Councillor at the present, does this mean that nobody minds 
that they may be limited in the hours that they can use them?   
 
Recent Planning Applications  
3/10/1018  -  Town Farm Bungalow, Sixpenny Handley  -  Erect replacement dwelling and detached double garage. 
3/10/1119  -  6  Chase Crescent, Woodcutts  -  Erect rear conservatory. 
3/10/1190  -  Dean Cross Cottage, Woodcutts  -  Single storey extension (demolish existing) 
 
Results of previous planning applications 
3/10/0675  -  8 Littlefield Lane  -  Erect double garage  - Permitted. 
3/10/0699  -  Church Farm  -  Relief from Condition 4 of planning permission 3/06/0085 and Condition 3 of Planning 
permission 3/07/883 – Permitted. 
3/10/0744 -  Hill House  -  Change of use of residential outbuilding to an office providing legal services  -  Permitted. 
 

Gill Martin  

To all readers of The Downsman 
 

I lost my husband, Colin, aged 54, to prostate cancer last October and during his last few months we were cared for 
as a family by the wonderful team at Salisbury Hospice.  I honestly do not know how we would have managed without 
the continuously cheerful care and support offered by the whole team. Colin was treated with dignity and respect 
and his every need was attended to.  I was able to spend day and night with him and our four children and Staffy dog 
were catered for too, literally with a constant stream of kindness, tea and biscuits, and in the last days even camp 
beds and hot showers!  Nothing can take the pain away from us of losing Colin, but we, as a family, wanted to do       
something to raise money so that other families in need can benefit from the hospice support. 
 
So throughout the weekend of March 25th we are competing in the Clocktower Challenge, which is a  self-funded 
driving rally through Europe.  We will donate every penny of our sponsorship to the hospice. If anyone would be kind 
enough to offer some sponsorship then this can be done by visiting the website for justgiving/juliehuxtable or by call-
ing me on 01725 553141.  
 
If anyone is due to receive hospice care or just wants to know more about my family’s experience with the hospice, 
then please call me on the above number and I will be happy to talk about it. I knew nothing about the hospice until 
Colin was terminally ill and I was nervous and ignorant of how much better their care would make us feel.  Please ask 
me anything you wish and I hope I can allay any fears you might have 

Julie Huxtable (Mrs) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 

Congratulations to the bowlers 
 
I would like to congratulate all the players who took part in the MXT League last summer.  As most of you will know 
by now, we won the Trophy!  I’m so sorry if I had to keep on at you to play - I shall be after you all again this year to 
see if we can keep up the good work.  I hope I will be able to play this year, although some seem to think we won 
because I didn't play!  Happy bowling! 

Pat 

Trussell Trust Update 
 
Great news! The total number of Shoeboxes sent from The Trussell Trust in Salisbury to Buigaria this year was 
5,296, an increase on last year's total of 1,414!  The biggest increase has been from the churches. Can we do even 
better next year? 

Trish Chorley 

Thank you 
 

Dee and Alistair Broadway would like to thank Dr Morgan and all the staff at the Handley Surgery for all their      
kindness, care and support during the past year towards Brian, Dee's much-loved son. 
 
Also, we would like to thank everyone for the help, flowers, cards and letters we received offering so much love and 
support during his illness and after Brian’s death.  We would also like to thank everyone at  ‘The Shed’ for the       
excellent refreshments after Brian’s funeral. 
 
Please accept this letter of thanks from us both.  

Dee and Alistair Broadway 

Thank you 
 

John and Sue Curtis would like to thank everyone for the messages of sympathy following the recent death of      Bet-
ty Weeks (Mum).  Please accept this as a personal acknowledgement. 

To whom it may concern 
 

Please could dog owners kindly pick up or prevent their dogs from fouling the pavements in Handley, especially     
between the Post Office and The Village Shop!?  I notice there are one or two signs to remind people of this stating 
quite clearly that it could lead to a £500 fine.  Unfortunately, they are mainly placed at each end of the village, The 
offenders are mainly in the early morning! 

Anthony  

Thank you 
 

Liz Coombs and Stella Olsen would like to thank all those who helped us and for the marvellous 
support from everyone who braved the treacherous weather conditions on 4th December to 

make our coffee morning in aid of Breast Cancer Care such a success. 
 

We raised £670 on the day, and with further donations, have a grand total of £890. 
 

Special thanks go to Ben Coombs and Olive Orman for clearing a path through the ice and snow 
from the Village Hall car park to the Sports Pavilion. 

 
A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mobile Library Schedule    -    Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 
Dean Lane       3.50 – 4.05 February 3rd,   17th 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30         March 3rd,   17th,   31st      April 14th 

Jacob Austin 
 
Well done on your overall 2nd place in the championship for Poole and Parkstone MX club. 
We are all very proud, not just with your results this season, but with your dedication, your 
attitude to other riders and your determination to do well in a very hard and competitive 
sport.  Looking forward to next season as you go into a larger and faster group and seeing 
you achieve your goals.  

 
Lots of love from 

Dad, Mum, Zoe, Glenn, Fiona, Harvey, Granny and Norm xx 

The Editor, 
 
Further to the letter from Mrs Grace Jackson in the December 2010 issue of The Downsman, I write to thank Mr 
George Jackson, Mrs Mary Bishop and all other helpers for their hard work clearing the overgrown areas of St Mary’s 
churchyard.  Also, congratulations to Mr Jackson on receiving a ‘Very Highly Commended’ certificate from the Living 
Churchyards project. 
 
Hopefully, this standard can now be maintained to make all graves accessible for visitors from near and far. 
 
Obviously St Mary’s churchyard attracts wildlife being located in such a rural setting and, together with the seasonal 
wildflowers, is a fitting, peaceful, final resting place for our dearly departed. 
 

Stella Olsen (Mrs) 

The Editor, 
 
I wish to protest at the use of my name, and that of a Miss Starr, whom I have never met, in the Living Churchyard 
article on page 5 of the December 2010 issue of The Downsman. 
 
It is obvious that we have been singled out for our disapproval of the present state of Handley Churchyard, to which I 
have no regrets.  The suggestion that I should contact Mr Cox, or the Dorset Wildlife Trust for information, but for 
what reason?  I would point out to Mrs Grace Jackson, Ted Cox, or anyone else for that matter that I have expressed 
no wish to be part of the Living Churchyard Project. 
 
This is still a free country, where freedom of speech is permissible providing it falls within the legal laws of the land.  
Everyone has the right  to express their own opinion. 

Peter Bailey 

The Living Churchyard 

PLEASE NOTE 
All correspondence relating to the subject of the Living Churchyard is now closed.   Editor 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 
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Village Hall 100 Club Winners  
 
 November December 

1st £25   27 Mr S. Preedy 1st £25      7 Mrs J. Salmons 
 

2nd £15   66 Sarah Churchill 2nd £15   111 Mrs S. Clarke 
 

3rd £10   29 Mrs B. Styles 3rd £10     12 Bowls Club 
 

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall. 
If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact Bea Boyland on 552805. 

Mothers’ Union 

We have had two meetings since the last Downsman 
came out.  Our Christmas meeting on 9th December 
took the form of readings/jokes/poems, which members 
brought along.  What a variety we had! Afterwards, we 
ate Christmas nibbles. It was our AGM on 13th January 
which was followed by a hunt through the Bible for  
entries relating to food, organised by Mary Macleod.  
Some of us had to resort to the index to locate obscure 
references!  It was good fun. 
 
A large number of items donated by members were 
taken, before Christmas, to Church House to be passed 
on to the Women’s Refuge in Salisbury. We will      
continue to support them. 
 

It is with joy that I quote:  “Reg Bailey, Chief Executive 
of the Mothers’ Union has been asked to chair the   
Independent Review of the Commercialisation and   
Sexualisation of Childhood.  The review has been   
commissioned by Sarah Teather, MP, the Minister for 
Children and Families, and is part of a strong          
commitment made by both David Cameron and Nick 
Clegg to give a real measure of support to Family Life.” 
 
We are all so pleased to see the MU yet again at the 
forefront of national life. 
 
Any enquiries about MU?  Please phone Sheila (553133) 
or Mary (552401). 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


12 

The Downsman       February 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


13 

The Downsman  February 2011  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

News 
And  
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

On Friday 19th November, W.I. members, with some 
husbands in tow, enjoyed another evening of skittles at 
The Langton Arms, Tarrant Monkton.  There was plen-
ty of laughter, chat and, of course, a meal of sausage and 
chips!  The winning lady was Jean Maidment and the 
winning gentleman was Michael Carter. A very sociable 
and fun session. 
 
The Christmas meeting this year was on                  
December13th.  The entertainment was in-house with a 
selection of familiar songs performed by the Sixpenny 
Handley W.I. Choir as well as some readings and poems 
read by other members.  There was, of course, the usu-
al grand spread of festive food, washed down with a 
glass of wine, and a Christmas raffle. It was a fun evening 
enjoyed by everyone.  
 
On 15th December, the Group Carol Service was held 
at Tarrant Gunville. Meg Cox from Sixpenny Handley 
W.I. read one of the lessons and the service was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. 
 

On January 10th, the speaker was Vivienne Endecott, 
who spoke passionately about Enid Blyton.  Her talk 
‘Five Cheers for Enid Blyton’ portrayed her as one of 
the most successful children’s storytellers of the    
twentieth century, writing an estimated 700-plus books 
in roughly 40 years.  Her many books, designed for  
different age groups, have enjoyed success in many parts 
of the world.  It was certainly an interesting session, 
bringing back many childhood memories to our     
members. 
 
Dates for the Diary 
February 14th     Not Dead Again     Mrs Pauline Giles 
February 26th     JUMBLE SALE in the Village Hall 
March 14th        Fairtrade Workshops – India and Nepal                  
                           Ms J Rake 
 
Anyone who would like to attend a meeting or would 
like more information, please contact the Secretary, 
Mrs Bobbie Carter.  Tel 01725 552042 

 
Rita Taylor (Committee Member)  

As usual, this time of the year has been a busy time for 
most of us. 
 
In October we had a friendly match at Dinton which 
was good fun and everybody enjoyed the game and the 
tea and raffle afterwards. 
 
At the end of November we had our annual lunch and 
prize giving. This time it was held in the Langton Arms, 
and it was very successful. Thank you very much, Val, 
for organising this.  Our new President, Colin, handed 
out all the prizes and cups. Congratulations to all the 
winners of the season. We also had certificates for the 
triple teams who had had Hot Shots this season.  This is 
not something that happens very often!  Well done, all 
of you! 
 
The quiz night on the 4th of December was, despite the 
bad weather, very well attended.  Congratulations to 
the winners - Hens and Stags - with 95 points and the 
runners up, Keats Clan.  And, of course, thank you very 
much, Peter, for all your hard work in finding new  

questions every time!  How do you do it?!  Also to 
Colin and all the helpers who make this evening run so 
well.  We made about £400 for the club. 
 
We had to change the day of our Hamper competition 
because of the bad weather, and instead held it on the 
Sunday after New Years’ day, which was, after all, a 
good choice as a lot of people turned up and it made a 
very nice afternoon.  Congratulations to Ann who won 
the hamper, Brian, the runner up, George, who came 
third and Clifford fourth. 
 
We are now starting our league matches again, and we 
are keeping our fingers crossed that we might win some 
matches! The A team is doing quite well so far, but the 
Tanners could do better!  On the first Sunday in Febru-
ary we have our singles and in March our pairs competi-
tion, so please try to come to those if you can.   Good 
luck for the rest of the season. 
 

Bea 

Bowls Club 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Deer at Woodcutts 
The longer I live, the more I realise how little I know, 
and it isn’t a case of forgetfulness coming with age. As 
children, we were taught to recognise our elders as our 
superiors; now I am not so sure that this is the       situ-
ation, especially in the case of modern technology such 
as computers and mobile phones etc. where my grand-
children seem to know a lot more about them than I 
do. What has brought on this doubt? Well, I   under-
stand that we can’t know everything, but to find out 
something that you have always thought to be   correct 
but isn’t, is a bit of a ‘bummer’, if I can use the term.  
For years now, I have assumed that I know a fair bit 
about the countryside, but when I saw the ‘herd’ of 
deer at Woodcutts and decided to write about it, I 
started to look up things to make sure that I didn’t put 
my foot in it, and wasn’t I glad that I had!  
 
The deer were fallow and I had to decide if the males 
were stags or bucks. They are, in fact, stags, as are red 
and sika males, while roe males are bucks. Then there is 
the naming of the females; which are hinds and which 
are does? As far as I can tell the female fallow, red and 
sika are hinds, while those of the roe are does. Having 
got this reasonably straight, what is a hart? We have all 
seen a pub called the White Hart, but unless there is a 
painted sign hanging outside, we don’t know whether 
the hart is male or female, or to which species it      
belongs to.  
 
I don’t know why, but I always assumed a hart to be 
female. How wrong could I be! A hart is, in fact, a red 
deer stag of at least five years old, or so the dictionary 
tells me. Now what has brought all this contention 
about deer on?  Well, on several occasions recently I 
have noticed a number of deer grazing the winter     
cereals in the field immediately to the west of Chase 
Crescent.  (This was before the snow came in the   
middle of December).  They are fallow and in          
considerable numbers, although I was unable to count 
them accurately because they were too distant and 
were constantly on the move.  So I went home to    
collect my camera and despite being a good two      
hundred yards away, I could count them on the en-
larged picture, even though they were constantly scared 
by passing traffic. There were, in fact, twenty-six ani-
mals, of which only one was an antlered stag.  The oth-
ers were in various sizes and shades from almost black 
to virtually white, presumably female.  
 
Fallow deer come in a variety of shades and colours. 
Richard Prior in his book ‘Living with Deer’ describes 
them as follows, “Not all fallow have the white spotted 
coat of the common park type. They can, in fact, be 
several shades of brown, or nearly black, and white  
fallow are not uncommon. A white deer is not         
necessarily an albino, although these do occur. To have 
a white individual in a herd is no comfort to the rest. 
Such a beast is easily seen at a distance, and once the 

eye has been caught it soon distinguishes the others, 
who might otherwise have remained unseen. The 
knowledgeable poacher leaves these Judas deer, so that 
they will help him again on future lawless occasions.” 
 
Fallow deer, as a species, are grazers and as such, in the 
autumn can be seen in fields of winter cereals feeding. 
At this time of year they can benefit the farmer as, by 
grazing the cereal shoots or tillers, they cause the    
individual plant to produce even more new tillers, often 
doubling the number that was there originally. This, if 
no further damage occurs, can mean that many more 
ears of corn are produced and harvested. In fact, the 
fallow deer are mainly nocturnal feeders and will      
normally only be seen grazing early morning or late   
evening, although on this occasion the herd was grazing 
in the early afternoon. 
 
They were extremely restless when grazing in this   
exposed site and true to type, the ones I saw were  
constantly turning around and looking in all directions, 
especially when cars passed some two hundred yards 
away on the Tollard/Handley road. Obviously, this   
constant turning in circles does compact the ground but 
at this time of year this process of soil compaction is 
beneficial to the crop on these light, chalky soils. In fact, 
in the past, it was quite usual for cereal farmers, who 
were also sheep farmers, to graze off their winter    
cereals with their flocks to encourage tillering and to 
consolidate the ground to prevent drying out or the 
washing of soil from the roots of young plants in heavy 
rain. The dung also fertilised the crop.     
 
Later in the year it will not be appreciated if a herd of 
this size grazes on a cereal crop because the crop, 
which should be standing to enable it to be harvested, 
will be flattened by the constantly moving animals and, 
of coarse, many ears will be eaten. This is where      
professional deer management comes in. Deer numbers 
must be regulated and this area is blest with its deer 
management team. Selective culling is essential so that 
damage can be minimised and only fit and well animals 
survive in the right age categories and the correct male/
female ratio maintained. This is not only the case for the 
fallow deer but wild deer in general, although the other 
prominent species in this area, the roe, causes more 
trouble in woodland because it browses on the trees 
and shrubs of the woodland rather than grazing in open 
areas on grass and cereals. It also creates problems with 
its ‘fraying’. When its new antlers grow, the buck has to 
remove the external dying skin, known as ‘velvet’, from 
them by rubbing against small trees and in doing so 
takes the bark from the tree. Not content with this, it 
loves to ‘fray’ young trees throughout the seasons,  
removing the bark simply for the sake of it. For this 
reason the forester does not want roe deer in his new 
plantations so, again, culling is essential. It is man      

(Continued on page 16) 
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attempting to balance nature since all natural predators 
of the deer have long since been eradicated. When was 
the last wolf seen in the area?  
 
It is just as well there aren’t any natural predators left 
otherwise there would be a problem with calves and 
lambs born outside, although with outside lambing, fox-
es can still be a problem with ewes that lamb in  remote 
places. Today, of course, much of lambing takes place 
indoors, as I recently found out. 
 
Meg (Madge) and I went up to spend Christmas and the 
New Year with children and grandchildren on a farm 
just outside Fetcham, near Leatherhead in Surrey, 
where there is a small flock of Dorset Down ewes 
which were due to lamb from 29th. December onwards. 
We arrived on the 23rd and one ewe had already 
lambed and everyone available was busy selling turkeys 
(they produced over 5,000 for the Christmas market) 
and preparing for the holiday (they also have two  
butchers’ shops). I was left holding the baby - or should 
it have been babies! By mid afternoon a ewe was     
obviously in trouble and with no one else available I was 
called in to what I thought was to be a reasonable    
routine lambing. In fact it wasn’t like those we had seen 
recently on TV when Kate Humble was involved.  No: 
having reached into the ewe’s uterus, I knew I had a 
multiple birth on my hands!  There were heads and legs 
everywhere, but I wasn’t prepared for the quintuplets 
that she had, three alive and two born dead.  I had nev-
er been present when quins had been born before and 
most people, when told, did not believe it. You are nev-
er too old to learn, but in this case it was a situation 
where age and experience did come in handy. The 
knowledge of a computers or mobile phone’s functions 
would not have been much use in this situation!  Some 
of the old things, such as experience, do come in useful 
after all.  
 
Many of the old sayings also have a place in our lives 
today. One such saying from the agricultural past is 

about the sowing of seeds. It says, ‘Four seeds you have 
to sow; one for the rook and one for the crow, one to 
die and one to grow’. In December 2010, after up to 
two weeks covered by snow many more seeds may 
have died this year, especially if the deer had damaged 
some of the young plants produced by the seeds      
beforehand. 
 
It is not only deer that cause damage either. In the late 
1960s I went to Ireland to manage some 2000 acres of 
flat land reclaimed from Wexford harbour, which had 
become the over-wintering site for thousands of geese 
and hundreds of swans. We grew over a thousand acres 
of winter wheat.  In England, I had been used to sowing 
winter wheat at one and a quarter hundredweights to 
the acre, whereas on this Irish farm, two and a half  
hundredweights was the norm; half to grow the crop 
and half for the geese and swans. This meant that an 
extra sixty-odds tons of seed were needed each      
autumn. (Please note this was in the times of imperial 
weights not metric tonnes as of today, although I don’t 
suppose the birds cared one way or the other). 
 
Now I must apologise to my readers for the rather 
longer script than normal. I did start writing earlier than 
usual and I should be well within the Downsman    
deadline. (Please excuse the boasting.  {And, yes, Ted was 
well within the deadline. Editor}) Next time I hope to bring 
you all up-to-date with the human changes at      
Woodcutts with the annual census, which hasn’t been 
available for several years because of government cut 
backs. Until then, thank you for reading thus far and a 
Happy New Year. God bless you all. 
 

Ted Cox  (Dec 2010)  
(Please note the date, I am well ahead of schedule) 

 
Birds coming back to feed on our bird table are in   consider-
able numbers at the present moment because there is snow 
on the ground. (It is the last day of     November—isn’t that 
a feather in my cap!) 

Model Transport Focus 2011 
at 

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall 
Saturday 19th March 

10.00 am—4.00 pm    Admission Free 
 

This year, the biennial informal get-together is for anyone interested in transport. 
Whether you have an active or armchair interest in railways, planes, tractors, lorries, 

buses or boats (or should that be ships), you should find something to enjoy. 
This is chiefly a DIY day.  If you have a model tucked away in the attic or on the mantelpiece, 

then bring it along and share it with others.  If you have a query or a model problem 
then this is the place to come. 

Further details contact: Bob Keech on 01725 516216 (at any reasonable hour) 
Email: bob@sitesavers.fsbusiness.co.uk 
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Sixpenny Handley Homewatch 
 November / December 2010 

Sixpenny Handley Sixpenny Handley 

The midwinter period seems to have been relatively 
crime-free for our Parish, which is the good news. Less 
encouraging are signs that police spending cuts may be 
felt most heavily by rural areas, particularly those, like 
ours, where crime rates are comparatively very low. No 
decisions have been made in relation to local policing as 
we go to press, but we fear that news, when it comes, 
may not be good.  As a Homewatch we worked hard to 
help increase police presence in our Parish some years 
ago, with notable success, and it will be sad if inevitably 
scarce resources lead to policing cuts in the future. If it 
does happen, however, self-help in relation to crime 
avoidance and reporting could become even more   
important for us all. 
  
In that context, the Homewatch team greatly welcomes 
the Parish Council's intention to trial a village email  
information system (see Clerk’s Corner on page 4).  It 
will give us an opportunity to share, by email, the   
warnings and crime reports we receive from the police, 
usually at least once a week, and also to pass on our 
own crime prevention information more frequently than 
the bi-monthly appearance the Downsman allows. The 
more ways we have to share information as a         
community, the safer we can be, so we wish the trial 
well and urge as many who have email as possible to 
join in and use the system sensibly so that it can be of 
value to everyone. 

No further news has emerged on the idea of local 
Homewatch schemes having to contribute to the     
local police costs of servicing them. We feel this is a 
complete non-starter for Sixpenny Handley (see last 
issue) and have now said as much to Dorset Police, but 
we will keep you informed if the idea appears to be 
going any further. 
  
Please be aware of further reports from around north 
Dorset of distraction thefts by criminals working in 
pairs or teams. In one recent example someone posed 
as a water official checking domestic supplies after the 
prolonged frost, and whilst going round the home with 
the owner, an accomplice entered the vacant rooms 
and collected up valuables. This is typical of the        
opportunistic nature of these distraction crimes, which 
are never far from us, so just be aware and don't be the 
one who gets taken for a ride. Report any suspicions to 
the police immediately. 
  
Finally, a word about litter. It still gets dumped around 
the village, presumably by an antisocial minority of   
locals. As well as being unpleasant for those good 
enough to pick it up and bin it, dumping litter is a crime, 
so don't do it and, if you get the chance and feel able, 
make a point to those you see making a mess of the 
place. If we work as a community on this we should be 
able to crack it. 

 
 
 

1st Woodcutts  
 

Volunteer Warden Needed 
 
 

Do you have some spare time to help out the Scouts? 
 
 

Once the new HQ has been completed we will be needing someone to help out in the ca-
pacity of Warden.  Duties would include: checking in and out anyone hiring the HQ 

(ensuring that the building is ready for occupation and properly cleaned out after each 
use); managing the bookings calendar; periodic checks of the buildings and grounds and 

keeping an eye out for any maintenance tasks that might be needed. 
 

If you think that you could help out in this role, then please contact                                   
John Curtis (Group Scout Leader) on 552397 or Toby Cullen (Chairman) on 552770. 
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ANSWERS TO THE CHRISTMAS  MUSIC  QUIZ 
                

Clues are in the form of words taken from lyrics of a specific song 
 

Required are the titles of the songs, also which musical show or film did they feature. 
 

 

     CLUE TITLE OF SONG SHOW / FILM 
1  The truth is I never left you Don’t cry for me Argentina     Evita 
2   Chicks and ducks and Surrey with the fringe on top    Oklahoma 
3    I’m getting married Get me to the church       My Fair Lady 
4   We aint got dames There’s nothing like a dame     South Pacific 
5   There’s a place for us Somewhere                 West Side Story 
6   When you walk thro’ a storm You’ll never walk alone      Carousel 
7    No more talk of darkness All I ask of you           Phantom of the Opera 
8    He don’t plant taters  Ol’ man river          Showboat 
9    Getting to feel free and easy Getting to know you        The King and I 
       

                                  Ten second quickie Brother or sister have I none. 
                                    But that mans father is my father’s son. 
 
                                    Who am I talking about ?      Myself 

Peter Bailey 

COUNTRY RAMBLES 
The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. We have it in trust. We must account for it 

for those who come after.  KING GEORGE VI 

I said in my last article that a frost would give me a good 
tilth on the vegetable plot: well the snow and ice have 
meant the ground was frozen for nearly a fortnight so 
that should have killed the weeds. The downside is that 
the water butt froze and cracked and needs to be     
replaced. The dogs loved the fresh deep snow; even the 
old man, now 13 years old, cavorted and skipped 
around, and rolled, seemingly enjoying cold on his coat. 
Once the first fall had laid I went out looking for tracks 
as the blank white canvas provides an ideal opportunity 
to see what is running around. I was particularly keen to 
see where the rat runs were around the barns, but the 
activity was very limited which either means that they 
are elsewhere or that my efforts to reduce the        pop-
ulation in the autumn have been successful!.   
 
The end of the shooting season is near and its time to 
stock the freezer with pheasant and partridge. It is such 
good, cheap meat and at this time of the year the birds 
are at their heaviest. There are a number of old wives’ 
tales about game, such as leaving it to hang until it is  
almost rotten, or being so full of lead shot that you 
break your teeth, which put people off trying game. My 
advice is for you to find a good, reliable source,        
preferably straight from a shoot because it’s cheaper, 
and give it a go - it’s a healthy, low fat option, which is 
drug free.   
 
Along with a lot of other people, we survived Christmas. 
I went down with a cold on Christmas Eve and my 

daughter lasted till Boxing Day. Thank goodness that my 
wife’s immune system was good and she avoided all the 
bugs and kept the house going. The other damper on 
Christmas was that we ran out of heating oil on the 18th.  
We had an order in place but delivery would not be until 
the New Year. So our heating was the open fire and a 
variety of electric heaters which were loaned from the 
family.  I said it was just like when we were first married 
and didn’t have any central heating. I did not find it that 
cold, but it highlighted how use we are to turning on 
instant heat! I know that the delivery time was          
prolonged by demand, but I found the dramatic increase 
in price hard to accept. The annoying thing was that all 
the companies had raised their prices so that shopping 
around got you nowhere.  
 
Rural crime is on the increase: the top problem is poach-
ing, but the police are not able to quantify the problem 
because poaching is not a category in their statistics. 
Modern poaching bears no relation to the concept of 
one for the pot; these are organised gangs killing up to 
twenty deer in a night. Access is forced, crops are driven 
through and keepers and their property are being     
attacked.  A friend of mine had his dogs poisoned while 
he was giving evidence in court. Fortunately, the police 
have seen the error of their ways and are using modern 
technology and additional manpower to combat the 
problem.  

Richard Harwood 
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HELP TOMORROW TAKE SHAPE 
2011 Census coming to a letterbox near you 

 
On 27 March 2011, all residential households in the United Kingdom will be taking part in a census. Since 1801 a day has been 
chosen every ten years for this purpose (except in 1941 during the war). The census provides an excellent source of information 
about the population. This enables central and local government, health authorities and many other organisations to identify need 
for housing, education, health and transport services for years to come. 
 
Did you know that supermarkets use census statistics to work out the kind of foods they need to sell to keep local communities 
stocked up with their favourites? Water companies use the census data to plan the pipes for clean and wastewater – to make sure 
there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades and the police use census data to help      communities, putting fire alarms and crime 
prevention measures in specific areas. The benefits are far reaching. 
 
The census statistics also feed into the allocation of funding for local authorities and play a major part in identifying need for local 
services in communities, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as possible. When the questionnaire envelope comes 
through the door you’ll easily recognise it by the purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it.  If, like many people, you want to com-
plete the questionnaire online, your individual internet code is on the front of the questionnaire. 
 
The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind – so there is a wide range of help options available (such as language guidance 
booklets, large print format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, as well as online help and telephone call centres). 
 
More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk 
 

Jackie Custard 
2011 Census Area Manager 
email: K110@census.gov.uk 
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From 1940 onwards, the Parish of Sixpenny Handley 
and the surrounding countryside was frequently used as 
a training ground by the British army.  The first group of 
soldiers I remember were a signals unit of Grenadier 
Guards.  They were camped in church field by the north 
wall of the churchyard and with them they had a small 
battery operated aldis-type lamp, mounted on a small 
tripod.   Primitive by today’s standards!  With this they 
would flash morse code messages to another unit    
situated on high ground, which could probably have 
been in the Cobley or East Woodyates area.  
 
On another occasion a battery of field guns of the Royal 
Artillery were dug in for a few days at the same       
location. I remember an exercise with the local Home 
Guard ending as bad tempered affair.  There was also a 
tendency for soldiers to sleep in graveyards for their 
own protection during wartime.  Perhaps it makes 
sense - not that I would have been very keen on that. 
 
From then on over the years up to 6th June 1944,     
hundreds of soldiers must have trained in this area.  
Tanks, Infantry and parachutists dressed as German 
soldiers: it was all very realistic.  One summer evening, 
six parachutists landed on the allotments, opposite 
Common Road.  The mission was to destroy the    
communications centre, “the Post Office”, which, at 
that time, was run by the postmistress,  Edith Adams, 
and situated in a house opposite the War Memorial.  
After a while there was a loud explosion, and therefore 
we assumed the mission was successful. 
 
Another favourite exercise was to transport small 
groups of troops there with very few clothes, no food, 
no maps, no money, and no transport of any kind.  They 
then had to find their way back to base, which could 

have been anywhere in the south of England.  Apple 
orchards and gardens were often raided and the odd 
chicken disappeared, but who could  begrudge them 
that.  
 
I have a vivid recollection of one rather large exercise 
which had been going on for several days and nights.  
One winter’s morning, barely daylight, we heard the 
sound of bagpipes.  Looking across to Stocks Corner, 
marching from the woods towards the village was a 
Company of soldiers from some Scottish Regiment, led 
by a lone piper.  When they came close it was obvious 
that they had been living rough, as they were           
bedraggled, wet, dirty, unshaven and very hungry. It was 
a sobering sight.  Many people along Common Road ran 
out with cups of tea, loaves of bread, or whatever could 
spare.  The war did help to bring people closer together 
in a common cause - pity it does not happen now in 
peacetime. 
 
Military exercises continued over the years prior to   D
-Day.  By early June 1944 everything became very quiet 
and a great silence had settled over countryside.  There 
was not a soldier or military vehicle to be seen.  On the 
evening of 5th June 1944 it became obvious what was 
happening.  The sky was full of aircraft flying south. 
These were mainly troop carrying planes with others 
towing gliders full of men.  Here before our eyes was 
history in the making; a one-off never to be repeated.  
On the following day, 6th June, radio newscasters     
announced the invasion of Normandy. 
 
From then on, the village returned to a more mundane 
way of life, the magic and excitement gone for ever.                                                                         

Peter Bailey 

Military Manoeuvres 
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SHMUC Report 
Sixpenny Handley Musician's Circle 

 
At our last session, on Sunday 24th October, we had several new musicians join in the fun. Predominantly rock music 
was played, with the odd foray into folk, jazz, vaudeville and rock & roll. Everyone seemed to enjoy the music and to 

be able to play without pressure, improvise and experiment as the mood took them. 
 

This session took place at the Sports Pavilion in Sixpenny Handley, which will be the venue until the spring, when the 
needs of the sports clubs and, perhaps, our swelling numbers will necessitate a move to other premises. 

 
We do hope that any of our local musicians and singers who have yet to look in, will drop by for the odd session. 

Please do not feel that you have to attend every session, just come in when you can for as long as you feel able. This 
is a very free and easy evening, and each session will be different in feel, depending on who turns up on the night. 

 
As stated before any style of music is OK, the more varied the better. 

Just come along with everything you need to play, and music or chord charts, if you would like others to accompany. 
 

The future dates, always the fourth Sunday of the month, are as follows: 
Sunday 27th February          Sunday 27th March              7.00 pm – 10.00 pm 

 
Cost £2.00 per person - tea & coffee available at no charge 

Venue: The Sports Pavilion Sixpenny Handley 
 

More information from David Heath:    01725 516478 david@heathfamily.plus.com 

Chalke Valley Churches 
 

Living with Integrity in Today’s World –   Some Thinking for Lent! 
 
During Lent there will be a series of sermons repeated along the valley, to help us in our thinking.  There will also be 
workshops on Saturday 9th April (see David Henley’s article in Chalke Talk or check the Benefice website nearer the 
time www.chalkvalley.org.uk).  The morning will start at 9.30 am with coffee and pastries and culminate with a lunch.  
Booking will be very helpful to aid catering for workshops and lunches.  You can phone Katie-Jayne Jennings for more 
details on 01722 781200.  The following day there will be a valley-wide service and breakfast starting at 10.00 am, 
with a sermon from Vernon White on the challenge of living with integrity in today’s world.  Both mornings will be 
held in Coombe Bissett Village Hall.  All the sermons and recommended books will also later be posted on the   
Website!  For the younger worshiper, there is the most fantastic clown coming along to do a show and workshops.  
All his routines have some Christian basis, story or punchline.  He has won many awards and is very unique in being a 
member of the clergy and a clown, all in one! 
 
The six sermon titles are :  
 Faith in the Public Domain – what place has religion in our national life? David Henley 
 Money – root of all evil?  Bankers, gamblers, savers and me. Alison Williams 
 Dying well?   Is Euthanasia the answer? Jenny Taylor 
 Faith in our multi-cultural environment. Roger Redding 
 Spirituality without Church?  Church without spirituality? Jackie Lowe 
 Finding the well-spring – living “lightly” on earth. Lavender Buckland 

Saturday 12th March 2011: ahab in concert:  8pm 
This London based young alt country band is really going places! They caught the eye and ear of legendary         
broadcaster ‘Whispering’ Bob Harris at last year’s Cropredy festival. He loved their performance and immediately 
booked them to appear on his Saturday night session due to be transmitted on 5 February. Coinciding with this, the 
band released a new single on 31 January.  
 

ahab will be in concert at Ebbesbourne Wake Village Hall on Saturday 12th March  
 

Tickets are only £10 each in advance (£12 on the door) from Paul Sampson at West End Cottage, Ebbesbourne 
Wake or from Judith at Fry’s shop. If you’d like more information ring 780717 or look on 
www.ebbesbournefolk.org.uk. There are samples of ahab’s music on www.ahabofficial.com. 
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On the 4th and 5th November, Sixpenny Handley First 
School was visited by Ofsted. This visit was expected as 
Ofsted inspects schools every three years and our last 
inspection was in September 2007. We had two      
Inspectors, although there was one who only stayed for 
half a day to focus on Safeguarding. The inspection   
began with a tour of the school and then the hard work 
began! There were lengthy discussions, data and      
performance analysis, policy and procedure checks,  
lesson observations and discussions with staff, pupils 
and parents (to name a few!!). There were also      
questionnaires distributed to staff, pupils and parents/
carers. Over the course of the two days all of this   
evidence was used to grade the school on particular 
outcomes/areas, and at the end of the process we were 

awarded an overall grade. The feedback was incredibly 
positive and we were very proud to achieve a Grade 1 
which is an ‘Outstanding’ grade. The school, over the 
course of 3 years, has jumped two grades from 
‘Satisfactory’ to ‘Outstanding’ (which is very rare!).  This 
is all down to the tremendous hard work of the staff, 
children and parents who support the school so dili-
gently. The report is a fantastic read and you can access 
it via our website www.sixpennyhandley.dorset.sch.uk 
or go directly to Ofsted www.ofsted.gov.uk.  My thanks 
go to the whole school community for a tremendous 
result which has recognised the successfulness of our 
thriving and happy village school.  

Mrs Hewitt (Headteacher) 

Sixpenny Handley First School News 

On Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th December, Sixpenny Handley First School presented the vibrant 
representation of the Christmas Nativity, “Bethlehem’s Buzzin’ ”, where a group of wayward market 
stall traders see the birth of the new born king as a profitable event. However they are soon guided 
by loyal shepherds and noble kings to learn and recognise what joy can come from generosity and kind-
ness. With the Angels hurrying down the hillside and the stable animals celebrating the birth of Baby 
Jesus, Bethlehem, as well as Sixpenny Handley First School, really was Buzzin’!  All the children in the 
school had an important part to play in the production and all enjoyed performing to the parents and 
friends of the school.  With an excellent reception, money was raised to go towards the school funds.  

We made our own party hats, ready to wear on party day.  We used gold card, glitter and feathers.  
We wore our party clothes to school for the day.  In the 
hall we played ‘pass the parcel’ and ‘musical   statues’.  
When we unwrapped each layer of the   parcel there was a 
forfeit inside and we had to do lots of fun things - we 
even had to dress Mrs Hewitt up in some winter clothes!  
We did lots of dancing and had a brilliant day. 
 
 

We had our own Christmas lunch together in the hall.  We had 
turkey, stuffing, carrots and potatoes.  We even had crackers to 
pull.  We had a lovely Christmas at school. 

Family Fortunes 
As part of their theme, ‘Lights, Camera, Action’, the Years 3 and 4 children at Sixpenny Handley or-
ganised their own version of Family Fortunes for their parents and families to watch. The project in-
volved the children visiting Salisbury to ask 100 people the questions in their survey, selling tickets, 
organising prizes, making props/sound effects and presenting the show.  They invited two staff mem-
bers and their families to become the contestants – the battle between the Hewitts and the Alfords 
was on! The children worked really hard and put on a very professional show.  Well done to ‘The Al-
fords’;  it was a clear win! 
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Chalke Valley Churches 
 

Spring Supper 
Thursday 3rd March 7pm Coombe Bissett Hall 

 
Chris Mould runs the Trussell Trust Charity in Salisbury.  Prior to that he was chief executive of Salisbury District Hospital. 
 
He is a committed Christian and was a popular speaker at the Men’s Breakfast here in the Chalke Valley.   
 
Chris will be speaking on "The Big Society and me".  He will exploring what the Christian faith says about community engagement 
and how we can respond to the coalition government's policy - if we think we should at all, of course! 
 
Chris is Director of The Trussell Trust, www.trusselltrust.org, a Salisbury-based Christian charity that designs and develops com-
munity based projects which tackle poverty. Initiatives include the foodbank which feeds people in crisis. The Trust has launched 
81 foodbank projects since 2004 working with local churches and their communities right across the UK. Chris is also a partner in 
the Shaftesbury Partnership, www.shaftesburypartnership.org, a social     business whose mission is to create and inspire trailblaz-
ing social reforms that empower communities by tackling   disadvantage and generating opportunity.  
 
He spent 20 years working in the NHS and was Chief Executive of the Salisbury Healthcare NHS Trust between 1992 and 2001. 
He then moved into the Police as Chief Executive of a national body responsible for police training across England and Wales. He 
is a committed Christian and married to Angela and they have 4 daughters. 
 
His talk will look at what the Bible says about individuals and society and particularly to set out the challenge that Christians have 
an obligation to engage in support of the poorest and most marginalised and to lead the rest of the community around us in doing 
so.  
 
He has also run several marathons for the Trussell Trust. 
 
Tickets will be available from 24th January from the Post Offices in Broad Chalke and Coombe Bissett as well as from Katie-Jayne 
Jennings, Fiona Stacey, Alison Williams, Janet Roe, Sarah Panes, Debbie Underhill and Wendy Duke. 
 
Tickets can also be obtained from Katie-Jayne Jennings on 01722 781200 and tickets can be paid for by cheque and posted out.  
The cost is £10.  It will be held in Coombe Bissett village Hall. 
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Winter Time 

Late lies the wintry sun a-bed,   
A frosty, fiery sleepy-head;   
Blinks but an hour or two; and the   
A blood-red orange, sets again.   
    
Before the stars have left the skies 
At morning in the dark I rise;   
And shivering in my nakedness,   
By the cold candle, bathe and dress.
    
Close by the jolly fire I sit   
To warm my frozen bones a bit;    
Or with a reindeer-sled, 
(or postman’s van) explore   
The colder countries round the door. 
 
Black are my steps on silver sod;   
Thick blows my frosty breath abroad 
And tree and house, and hill and lake 
Are frosted like a wedding-cake.  
(The post must get through) 

(Verses from Winter Time by  
Robert Louis Stevenson) 

 
 
 
 
Just got home and found all the doors 
and windows open and everything 
gone!!   
What kind of person does that to 
someone’s Advent calendar?   
 
 
 

 
The Land of Nod 

From breakfast on through all the day 
At home among my friends I stay,   
But every night I go abroad   
Afar into the land of Nod.   
    
All by myself I have to go 
With none to tell me what to do—   
All alone beside the streams   
And up the mountain-sides of dreams.
    
The strangest things are there for me 
Both things to eat and things to see, 
And many frightening sights abroad   
Till morning in the land of Nod.   
    
Try as I like to find the way,   
I never can get back by day,   
Nor can remember plain and clear    
The curious music that I hear.  

(Robert Louis Stevenson) 

 
An old man walks into the pub and 
says to the landlord, “I’m 62.”  
“Congratulations,” says the landlord.  
“There are a couple of drinks in it for 
you.” 
When the man leaves at the end of 
the night, the landlord asks him, “Will 
I see you again tomorrow night?” 
“Not tomorrow, no,” says the old 
man.  “I’m working two to ten.” 
 
 
I got a new aftershave for Christmas.  
It’s called ‘Breadcrumbs’.  (The birds 
love it). 
 
 

Never Borrow Sorrow 
From Tomorrow 

Deal only with the present, 
Never step into tomorrow, 

For God asks us just to trust Him 
And to never borrow sorrow. 

 
For the future is not ours to know 

And it my never be, 
So let us live and give our best 

And give it lavishly. 
 

For to meet tomorrow's troubles 
Before they are even ours 
Is to anticipate the Savior 

And to doubt His all-wise powers. 
 

So let us be content to solve 
Our problems one by one, 

Asking nothing of tomorrow 
Except "Thy Will Be Done." 

(Helen Steiner Rice) 
 
 
 
Q: Why didn’t the skeleton go to the 

New Year’s Eve Party? 
A: He had no body to go with. 
 
Q: Where should a dressmaker build 

her house? 
A: On the outskirts. 
 
Q: What has a bed but doesn’t sleep 

and a mouth but doesn’t speak? 
A: A river. 
 
Q: What do you call the owner of a 

tool factory.   
A: The vice chairman. 

 
 
 
 

My Mum 
I’ve driven you nuts 
I’ve turned you grey 
I’ve made you proud 
I’ve ruined your day 

 
I’ve stressed you out 

I’ve hurt you bad 
I’ve made you laugh 
I’ve sent you mad 

 
I’ve given you smiles 
I’ve made you sob 
‘Cos I’m your kid 
And that’s my job 

 
 
 
 
 

She was only a whisky maker, but he 
loved her still. 
 
 
No matter how much you push the 
envelope—it will still be stationery. 
 
 
Two silk worms had a race.  They 
ended up in a tie. 
 
 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry 
in motion. 
 
 
 
 

A Happy New Year to all the 
readers of the Downsman. 

 
The post persons of the village 
would like to thank you for all 

the gifts this year. 
 

Many thanks, 
Rob 

Rob’s Column 
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Mr R. A. CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
Mobile 07778603559 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corbett Pest Control 
   

          Royal Society of Health Qualified 
 
 
  Moles, rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, pigeons, 

 wasps, fleas, cockroaches, flies, bedbugs, 
          moths, bee swarm removal etc.. 

 
 

For All Your Pest Problems 
 Call- 01722 780946 

 
           corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com 

 
       3 Thatched Cottage, Fifield Bavant SP5 5HU 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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THE CROWN INN 
ALVEDISTON 

15th Century Thatched Freehouse 
Home-Cooked Food 

Sixpenny Ales 
  

‘FEBRUARY SALES!!!’ 
Two for One on Main Courses  

Monday to Friday        Lunch mes and Even-
ing 

  
Children Eat Free on Sundays* 

*one children’s meal per adult roast purchased for under twelves only  
Telephone 01722 780335 

To Book a Table 
www.thecrown-inn-alvediston.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

HIGHEST GRADE 
D.S.A. APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 

 
VERY EXPERIENCED 

 
ABLE TO DEAL WITH ALL YOUR DRIVING NEEDS 

 
WHETHER YOU ARE A FIRST TIME DRIVER OR REQUIRE 

MOTORWAY TUITION, WANT TO TAKE THE PASS PLUS 
COURSE, OR SIMPLY WANT A REFRESHER 

LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 

Call   Pete  Tonge 
on 

01725  553 028 
or 07771  903 415 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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T.V. — VIDEO — DVD 
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE 

 
—————————————————— 

IAN HARRIS    
MIPRE 

—————————————————— 
 

• Advice on repair of your existing 
equipment 

• Assistance in setting up and 
supply of new items 

• Loan sets available 
 

Call me, your local expert with over 
thirty years experience. 

 
Tel: 01747 870822  

Mobile: 07921 194816 

 

GOODFELLOW & SON 
 

GENERAL BUILDING, 
PAINTING/DECORATING 

 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

 
OFTEC REG. FOR OIL BURNERS 

 
(01722780688/780055/780419 

 
A family run business for over 45 years 
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 S WALLWORTH 
 ELECTRICAL  SERVICES 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS 
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES 
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING 
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING 
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING 
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS 
ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS 
 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
 
SIMON WALLWORTH                                        
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   SP5 5PA 
TEL: 01725 552545 
MOB: 07826 928759 
 
SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion, 

Sixpenny Handley playing field every Thursday morning 
at 10.15 am to 11.45 am. 

We would love to see you at the coffee mornings to which all are 
welcome. Give it a try! 

 
For information please contact 01258 841321 

 
We can provide transport to the surgery, dentist, etc  

with a contribution from the user of 50p per mile to cover fuel costs. 
We can also help with the collection of prescriptions, 
local shopping for the house bound, and dog walking. 

We hold regular monthly Social Day Centres 
at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.  Please phone to find out more. 

We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 
that the CCF covers – please phone to find out more. 

It greatly helps if you can give us as much notice as possible 
if you need transport. 

 
 

CCF interest groups include a book club, and a record music group, 
as well as The Painting & Drawing Group which is held at the Pavilion. 

 
For any information about the Chase Community Friends, 

please phone 01258 841321. 
 

The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it within the 
Cranborne Chase villages. 

So come along and make new friends. 
 

“Have we missed you?”  
Or if you know some one who might like our help, please let us know. 

 
We are supported by Dorset County Council 

Social Services Committee. 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 

S.R.P. 
 

Chartered and State Registered 
Physiotherapist 

 
Treatment for 

Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 

 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

 
Home Visits and Evening 

Appointments 
 

Telephone: 01725 552518 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

GP REFERRAL SCHEME 

Are you suffering from a recurring injury? 
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a 

medical condi on?   

Then you can take part in the referral scheme. 
 

How do I get on the scheme? 
 

You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or  
physiotherapist.  They will give you a prescrip on to  
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is 

contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consulta on. 
The consulta on will involve a 30 minute discussion of 

your medical history and health checks. 
A follow up appointment will then be made for you 

to come and start exercising.   
 

Your instructor will guide you though your exercise 
programme and will advise on how o en to exercise. 
Ini ally, your sessions will be supervised un l you feel 

confident to start exercising independently.  
Your instructor will also review your exercise 

programme every 8 weeks! 
 

For informa on on the cost of the GP referral scheme please 
contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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            Sixpenny Handley.             Tel: 01725 559181 

General Mechanical Repairs 

• Servicing & Repairs to Cars & Light Vans 
• MOT’s 
• Light Bodywork Repairs 
• Mechanical Restoration. Engine Rebuilds etc. 
• MIG Welding  
• Light Fabrication 

• Petrol Lawnmower and Garden Machine Repair and Servicing 
• Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing 
• Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair 
• Motorcycle Servicing and Repair 
• Light Agricultural Repairs 

Local Estimates Freely Given             Reasonable Rates                      Reliable, Friendly Service 

     01725 559181 or 01725 552 348  or  07786 030640 (Out of Hours) 

By a Qualified Engineer 

Mobile or At Your Home  

Call Martyn Nash on : - 

PATRICK 
ROSE 

 
 
 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 
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SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTSDAIRY HOUSE PLANTS  
 

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT 
(Chalke Valley) 

 
 

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL 
AND COTTAGE GARDEN 

FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,  
also annuals, vegetables 

and some shrubs 
 
 

Open Saturday and Sunday, 
April to October 

 
Contact Jane on 01722 780839 

or 07970 069599 
e-mail:  janeyadrian@aol.co.uk  

 
  

• New Build 
• Extensions 
• Barn & Loft Conversions 
• Conservatories 
• Project Management Services 
• Replacement Windows & Doors 
• Fitted Kitchens 
• Bed & Bathrooms 

 
All building works undertaken 

References Available 
 
CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR  

PROJECT 

3G BUILDING &  
CONSTRUCTION LLP 

Partners: M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard 

Tel/fax: 01725 552412 
Mobile: 07817 606718 

e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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R.JAMES 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

 
 

61 High Street       Sixpenny Handley               Salisbury 

Bespoke Furniture 
 

Kitchen Installations 
 

Roof Construction 
 

Outdoor Structures 
 

Repairs & Maintenance 
and more 

 

01725 552098 

Fully qualified carpenter 
with over 10 years        
experience 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Free quotes and advice 
 

Fast, friendly and         
reliable service 
 

07818 321182 
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FOR ALL YOUR CARPET & 
VINYL NEEDS 

 1st class personal service, 
samples brought to your door, 
just pick up the phone and call 

Kevin Armstrong  
01258 840056 
07767774021 

armstrongkvn@aol.com 
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YOGA 
CLASSES 

GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

In Teacher's Home Studio 
Day and Evening 

Beginners & Improvers 
Private Classes 

Yoga for Pregnancy 
 
 

Mrs Prim Young 
01258 841364  

E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk    
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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            acoustic/electric 
            lead/rhythm/improvisation 
            blues-pop-rock etc. 
 

half price taster lesson 
home visits 
 

over 35 years experience 

guitar lessons 
 

Dave Gray –  01725 552503 
  07751 566342 
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

  3 Feb Mobile Library 7 

11 Feb “Benjamin’s Book”, musical 
show, Village Hall 9 

14 Feb W.I. Meeting 13 

17 Feb Mobile Library 7 

21 Feb “The Mousehole Cat”,  
by Puppetcraft, Village Hall 9 

24 Feb Chase Garden Club 20 

26 Feb W.I. Jumble Sale 8 

27 Feb SHMUC 24 

   

   

   

   

   

   

3 March Mobile Library 7 

3 March Chalke Valley Churches: Spring 
Supper 26 

10 March Bingo, Village Hall 18 

12 March ahab in concert, Ebbesbourne 
Wake Village Hall 24 

14 March W.I. Meeting 13 

15 March Deadline 3 

17 March Mobile Library 7 

19 March Model Transport Focus, Village 
Hall 16 

26 March Jumble Sale, Village Hall 18 

27 March SHMUC 24 

31 March Mobile Library 7 

31 March Chase Garden Club 20 

1st April Next Issue 3 
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