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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley 

with Pentridge Parish Council. 
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 

 

The next edition of this magazine will be published on the 
1st December 2010 

Copy Deadline is Monday 15th November 
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the 

deadline which is required to allow for printing, production 
and distribution 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

 
 
 

Editor: Margaret Cornish, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

Phone: 552211  
Email : 
sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk 
to ensure your articles and news reach us 

(preferably in Word, please — not pdf) 

Advertising Costs 
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 

Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  

We regret that flyers cannot be distributed within the Downsman.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER 
 
I recently attended a Clerk’s meeting at the East Dorset District Council, where we received a copy of their Review 
of the Year 2009/2010 and also a copy of their Key Projects 2010/11 and Key Measures.  These are in the Parish  
Office if you would like to read them. 
 
Also, although our Office Opening Hours are stated elsewhere in the Downsman, I will repeat them as it appears 
Parishioners are still unaware:- 
 

Tuesday mornings    -  10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Thursday evenings   -   6.00 pm  – 7.30 pm 

 
Stocks of black rubbish bags (£2.00 per roll);  green recycling bags (free);  and orange garden bags (£0.50 each) are 
available.    
 
Recent Planning Applications  
 
3/10/0530  -  Town Farm Bungalow, Sixpenny Handley  -  Erect replacement dwelling & detached double garage. 
3/10/0658  -  Quail Cottage, Pentridge  -  Erect detached open-fronted garage. 
3/10/0675  -  8 Littlefield Lane, Sixpenny Handley  -  Erect double garage. 
3/10/0699  -  Church Farm Caravan & Camping Park  -  Relief from Condition 4 of Planning Permission 3/06/0085/
COU to allow use of the café and recreational space by the General Public as well as Campers and Caravanners. 
 
Results of previous planning applications 
 
3/10/0416  -  11 High Street, Sixpenny Handley  -  Change of use from shop to flat with new window and internal 
alterations  -  Permitted. 
3/10/0480  -  9 Common Road, Sixpenny Handley  -  Installation of Air Source Heat Pump  -  Permitted. 

 
Gill Martin  

Sir, 
 
I enclose a photo of Woodcutts.  I have had an enlargement made in the hope that it will show more detail.  I would 
guess that it was taken at the end of the 19th century, but would welcome a more accurate dating.  My parents lived 
in the house on the left from the mid 1920s until 1942.  My eldest brother was born there in 1930, my next brother 
in 1935 and myself in 1940.  A galvanised iron shed to accommodate three lorries was built onto the far end and a 
petrol pump installed outside.  The house opposite was the post office and bakery, run by Leslie Bagg.  The next 
house with the two low walls and porch was lived in by my father’s uncle, a Mr Avery.  The next house I have no  
information on.  The big building is the chapel (Methodist?). 
 
Who is the gentleman sitting in 
the very smart trap?  It is a   
splendid horse! 
 
The men sitting in the late      
afternoon sunshine (see the 
chimney shadow on the chapel 
roof) each has a dog with them  -  
might they be shepherds? 
 
The more I look at the photo, 
the more questions I find.  If you 
know anyone who could throw 
some light on the scene, I would be delighted to hear from him or her.  

A.S. Morey (Tel:  01425 674385) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Dear Editor 
 
My wife, Emma, and I were married on Saturday 11th September in the village of Sixpenny Handley.  We have lots of 
people to thank and felt that this would be a great way to show our thanks as we are not local to the area. 
 
Firstly, our thanks to Reverend Mel Durrant; for the past 8 months Emma and I have attended his service in order for 
us to be allowed to marry at the lovely church of St Mary’s. Mel and his wife, Margaret, along with everyone else at St 
Mary’s, made us feel so welcome.  We would also like to thank the organist who played on our special day and the 
lady who rang the bells in celebration of our marriage. 
 
Emma and I went on to hold our wedding reception at ‘The Shed’ at Church Farm Caravan and Camping Park. We 
are regular visitors to the campsite, thanks to Uncle Frank and Maggie along with Frank’s brother, Bill, and his wife, 
Aunty Pearl, who introduced us to the campsite all those years ago.  We knew from the moment we heard ‘The 
Shed’ was being converted it would be the perfect venue and when that day finally arrived we couldn’t have asked for 
more. 
 
Our thanks go out to Steve and Lee for providing such a perfect venue with beautiful surroundings and for            
accommodating our friends and family who camped on site with us.  But we honestly couldn’t have done it without 
the help of Steve’s daughter, Louisa. Throughout our visits Louisa has been our wedding planner, making our dreams 
a reality. We highly recommend ‘The Shed’ for anyone wanting to celebrate 
a special occasion! 
 
Emma would like to thank Laura at ‘Michelle’s’ for doing such a great job of 
her hair and for welcoming in the crowd of women into the salon to do 
their own hair and make up.  We would like to congratulate Michelle on the 
birth of her daughter, Maisie. 
 
Everyone in the village has made us feel so welcome, from the ladies in the 
shop to the owners of the Post Office who gave my ‘wife-to-be’ a lucky sil-
ver sixpence to put in her shoe.  All our guests commented on how friendly 
and kind all the villagers were.   A big thank you to all for making our wed-
ding day such a success! 
 
With love and thanks 
Emma and Keith 

 
 

Well done Jacob[Austin] 
 

Congratulations on becoming the Poole & Parkstone 
motor cross 2 day  Junior club champion for 2010. 

As always, we are all so very proud of your achievements 
and hard work . 

Love from Dad, Mum, Zoe, Glenn, Fiona, Harvey, Granny and Norm 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 

Sir 
 
Re:  Sixpenny Handley Churchyard 
 
I wish to express my approbation of the article on Sixpenny Handley Churchyard by Mr Peter Bailey that   
appeared in the August issue of The Downsman.  I share Mr Bailey’s views on this matter, particularly those 
expressed in his final paragraph—regarding the sanctity of the churchyard and the lack of reverence evinced in 
its present, unkempt state—which I endorse whole-heartedly. 

B.S.K. Starr (Miss) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 
The summer has seen a lot of work being done to clean the hall;  both the lights and the floor have been attacked. 
Now that the Chase Pre-school has moved out, the main hall cupboard has been repainted so that it can be used 
for chairs and tables. 
 
There is more to be done in the coming months as well - the management committee has decided to invest in a 
new kitchen and quotations have been obtained from local firms.  We now have to see when the work can be  
fitted in. 
 
Thanks to all those who have helped and supported the meetings.  It is important that the users of the hall are  
represented. 
 
If you want to organise something, speak to Jaqui Blake on 552306 – the calendar is filling up with new users. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mobile Library Schedule    -    Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 
Dean Lane       3.50 – 4.05 October 14th,  28th 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30         November 11th,  25th,    December 9th 

 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  
‘You add. We multiply’ 

9th - 15th MAY 2010 
 

The “seeding and harvesting” of the Christian Aid envelopes to homes throughout the village and Pentridge realised 
the sum of £961.84 of which £439.50 was Gift Aided adding £99.59 bringing the total to £1061.43 - £380.74 increase 
on last year’s collection.   
 
A belated, missed the deadline last time, and heartfelt thank you for your generosity, especially in these difficult   
financial times and when added to this figure your personal donations made in other ways, in other places and to 
other charities – a really tremendous effort.   This sum will help so many disadvantaged people in the World in many 
ways - if you wish further information and have an Internet connection Google CHRISTIAN AID and you will see 
where it is working and how lives are transformed.  The charity works wherever the need is greatest, irrespective of 
religion or race and they invest in things that multiply and provide benefits for years to come.   
 
Thanks again for your generosity as a community and to the Collectors, all sixteen of them, who made this          
wonderful result possible.   Your gifts given with love will be received with love. 

David Salmons 

RNLI:  FRONT PATH STALLS 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our stalls during the August Bank Holiday weekend.  
We were   absolutely delighted to have raised £670 for the Lifeboats.  If anyone was unable to come 
that weekend and would like to order RNLI Christmas cards/gifts do give me a ring, 01725 553133, 
and I will lend you the catalogue for you to make your choice at leisure. 

                                                         Sheila Bradley 
Secretary of the Blandford Branch 

Sir 
We have lived in the village for six years and have always found the amenities good, apart from dining out.  However, 
we discovered a gem of a place last year in The Shed at the caravan park and have eaten there regularly since. It is 
spacious, clean and with good home-cooked food at a reasonable price. There are also community functions and   
bargain food offers for our more mature residents.  Surely a winner?  Apparently not, as a couple of villagers have 
tried to close this place, to be used for campers only!  
 
Why do we want to discourage folk from coming into the village and why do we not celebrate having such a good 
local business? The local pub now opens and shuts irregularly and there are no other places to relax and have a nice 
meal and a glass of wine. 
 
I would ask that the villagers all band together to save this business from closing.  Just try it out for yourselves and 
recommend it to your friends. While you are enjoying the food you can ask for a form to use and write to lobby the 
powers that be! 
 
Let's not be complacent, let's keep the village amenities going and give everyone the option of dining out if they so 
wish 

Julie Huxtable (Mrs) 

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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News 
And  
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

On August 9th, 18 members gathered at the home of 
Brian and Patsy O’Connor for an American Supper.  It 
was a great location with a splendid view over the   
Dorset countryside.  Operatic arias were playing in the 
background, there was plenty of food and chatter, plus a 
welcome glass of Pimms on arrival.  The weather,   
however, was not so kind to us, but it was a very     
enjoyable evening and hopefully one we can repeat in 
the future. 
 
On September 8th, 14 members gathered at the home 
of Jan Gibb to take part in the County Quiz.  Either the 
questions were very hard or our members are not as 
bright as they thought, because we struggled through 
the 80 questions!  We laughed a lot and made it an  
enjoyable evening; I have a strong feeling that Sixpenny 
Handley W.I. will not be summoned to the Final in   
November.  
 
On September 13th Mr Bonny Sartin was the speaker; as 
one of the Yetties, he had travelled to Newfoundland 

and become interested in its history and its links with 
Dorset. He told of the merchants of Poole who       
provided backing for Cabot’s voyage in 1497, the cod 
trade and its association with pirates, press gangs and 
well known local families! The fascinating talk was    
enlivened by songs and poetry which produced much 
laughter. 
 
Dates for the Diary 
October 11th:     Life of a Woodsman – Mr Terry Heard 
October 21st:     Autumn Council Meeting, Poole 
October 27th:     Autumn Group Meeting 
November 8th:  Crafts for Christmas – Mrs Annette 
Williams 

 

Anyone who would like to attend a meeting or would 
like more information, please contact the Secretary, Mrs 
Bobbie Carter.  Tel 01725 552042                         

Rita Taylor (Committee Member) 

Thirty two members, of which ten are members of The 
Chartered Institute of Marketing (The CIM), have joined 
NDBG since the end of August.  This is an excellent 
start and demonstrates that the Group is open and 
reaches out to entrepreneurs, company start-ups,     
established business leaders, and members of            
Professional Bodies, living or working within 20 minutes 
or 12 miles of Sixpenny Handley, which is the largest 
village in Dorset.   Members want to “de-isolate”, 
“connect”, and learn together in order to grow their 
businesses. 
 
The “Kick-off” meeting, held on 6th September was at-
tended by seventeen members.  Simon Tong, (East   
Dorset District Councillor and Councillor for Handley 
Vale Ward) gave his personal encouragement to the 
Group and offered support on behalf of EDDC. 
 
We straddle across West Wiltshire, North Dorset and 
West Hampshire boundaries as administered by about 
five County and District Councils.  The Group has a 
real and urgent challenge to raise its profile and its   
collective wealth of talents, skills and experience to  
local authorities and larger corporations. The Group 
will attract new orders and contracts for its members, 
bringing employment into the locality. 
 
The Group will focus on three key words:               

Professionalism, Confidentiality and Trust (PCT) as we 
are keen for alliances and partnerships to develop in 
order to bid for the larger contracts. And we will have 
some fun along the way! 
 
The Group will be managed by a steering group who 
met for the first time on 20th September at Rushmore 
Park Golf Club.  An agenda and a calendar of events 
was discussed  which will include opportunities for 
members to explain their businesses and give a profile 
of their ideal customers. Hopefully we will learn from 
case  studies of people’s successes and how they    
overcame set-backs – a “one-to-many” learning       
opportunity.  We want to include “surgeries” where, as 
a group, we can offer mentoring/coaching to individual 
members who ask for specific support – a “many-to-
one” learning   opportunity and we will bring in       
experienced and   qualified people to talk on specific 
issues for the benefit of the members.  These will be 
compelling “not-to-be-missed” events for the           
betterment of local people in business.  If anyone wishes 
to learn more, then please visit our group page on 
LinkedIn: 
h t t p : / / w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m / g r o u p s ?
about=&gid=3147521&trk=anet_ug_grppro 
 
Or call John Cornish, who will be delighted to help. 

John Cornish 
Tel: 01725 553199     

UPDATE ON THE NEW NORTH DORSET BUSINESS GROUP 
Now renamed ‘The Cranborne Chase Business Group’ 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
http://www.linkedin.com/groups
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CARDS 

Whist  The 2010-2011 competition got under way at the 
Village Hall on Wednesday, September 1, with eight tables 
in play. Betty White, the defending champion, immediately 
got into her stride posting a creditable 179 to emerge as 
winner of the opening drive with Stuart Coombs [a     top
-ten finisher in 2009-2010] carding 178 to secure   second 
place. Three other players returned scores in  excess of 
170; Kingsley White 173 with Ruby and Wilf Jacobs close 
behind on 172 and 171 respectively. 
    
The opening round was also the occasion for the first 13 
trick score; Susie White and your scribe being the victors 
and John York and Brenda Innes being the vanquished [a 
diamond lead instead of the chosen club would have   
restricted us to 12 tricks]. However, despite this very 
severe setback to his second-half scores, John was one of 
a trio of players to finish on 163 - Doug Haskell and Tom-
my Marshfield being the others. 
    
Positions 6 to 10 were filled by Len Diggin, Chris Haskell, 
Susie White, Mary Braithwaite and Ruth Hustings. 
    
Various methods have been employed to compensate 
competitors who for one reason or another are unable to 
attend one or more of the competitive drives. For several 
years the lowest score returned at the opening round was 
automatically applied, but this could severely penalise a 
player who, say, by merit was in the top-ten [if this meth-
od was applied for the present competition, this would 
result in 131 being awarded all the way through to the 
final round]. Another system was to take the        individ-
ual’s average score at the end of the season and insert this 
average into the rounds where they were   absent. How-
ever, there were drawbacks - the principal one being that 
it was difficult to assess who was leading the contest at 
any one stage. Therefore, it has been    decided that at 
the end of each round the scores returned from those 

present will be added together and then    divided by the 
number of players contesting the round. Thus, for the 
opening drive an aggregate of 4,865 points were recorded 
and this total, divided by 31, gives an   average of ‘157’ 
when rounded out to the nearest whole number. There-
fore, those who could not get to the first drive will be 
given ‘157’ and anyone who is absent for round two will 
receive the average for the second drive, and so on until 
round 18 is played in May 2011. 
 
Bridge  A quintet of small slams have succeeded of late, 
both at Sixpenny Handley and at Tarrant Gunville - I  
mention Tarrant Gunville as five of the Sixpenny Handley 
players are regular attenders at their Wednesday        
afternoon meetings. Superstition surrounding the “13th” 
was dispelled in July when the partnership of your scribe 
and Gillian Wodge bid and made 6 No Trumps, while 
early in August a similar contract was landed by Julie and 
Gerald Trickey. This has been followed by Peter Martin 
and Nora Davis making 6 Hearts, while at Tarrant     
Gunville your scribe has been involved in two minor suit 
slams. 
    
It is worth bearing in mind that although a player should 
never ignore his/her minor suit holdings try, wherever 
possible, to avoid bidding to the 5-level [11 tricks]      
necessary for game and see if you can settle for 3 No 
Trumps where only 9 playing tricks are required to     
secure a game score. 
 
PS - Less than 24-hours after writing this column, John 
and Nora Davis bid and made a vulnerable small slam at 
Handley and Gerald Trickey and Nora Davis did likewise 
at Tarrant Gunville! Excellent bidding and play all round. 
 

Bill Chorley 
01725 552776 

 
 

ST MARY'S CHURCH MOTHERS' UNION 
 

COFFEE MORNING / BRING AND BUY SALE 
((In aid of M.U. Overseas Relief Fund) 

 
with Raffle and Find the Treasure Competition 

 
10.00 am - 12.00 noon, Saturday 30th  October 

at 46 High Street, Sixpenny Handley 
 

ALL WELCOME 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


12 

The Downsman       October  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


13 

The Downsman  October  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

On behalf of the committee I thought I would bring 
you up to date with a few things that have taken place 
this year. 
 
Firstly, I am pleased to report that we have just been 
awarded a grant of £4,891 from East Dorset District 
Council towards a new machinery shed.  As I am sure 
many of you have seen, the old one is falling down and 
in a poor state of repair.  Also the Street Fayre has 
kindly donated £500 as well.  This is great news as it 
means we can store the machinery needed to maintain 
the grounds, safely and securely in the future. 
 
I hope you have seen the new cricket nets.  These 
came courtesy of a Grassroots grant, a lottery grant 
and also a Street Fayre grant. They make a huge     
difference and are available to all who want to play or 
practice cricket. 
 
The tennis club has also received a grant from the 
Street Fayre and, together with other funds, will be 
able to repaint the tennis court surface. 
 
We had a good sports day in the summer and want to 
make this a more open and popular event by including 
more groups and people, so if you have any ideas, 
please do let us know. 

We have one of the best facilities of any local village 
and hope you will agree that the grounds are kept in 
fantastic condition, mainly by Mark Young and John 
Peacock.  We always need help and any volunteers are 
always welcome. 
 
The sports clubs run themselves under the banner of 
the Association which is not for profit – all the fund-
raising goes back into the sports areas or reducing the 
cost to the clubs.  Ultimately, the Parish Council are 
the owners of this fantastic set up but it does cost 
money to run.  Do use it and if you have any ideas to 
raise funds, or criticisms, do come and say what you 
feel.  We hold meetings bi-monthly and the next one is 
on 8th November at 7.00 pm in the pavilion. 
 
We are all volunteers and our aim is to promote   am-
ateur sporting opportunities for the benefit of the 
community.  Do use these great facilities and if you 
want to join a club get in touch with one of the      
contacts shown in the front of the Downsman. 

David Cross 
Chairman SHSC 

01725 552640 

Sixpenny Handley Sports Association News 
Autumn  2010 
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Before any one of you starts to look up “Synch” in the 
dictionary, I can save you the trouble;  it isn’t there!  
What you will, of course, find is synchronisation, which 
has been abbreviated in the saying “Out of synch”, 
meaning that something is not in the order that it 
should be. This is the case of the weather and the    
seasons generally now, not only in Woodcutts, but in 
the world generally.  It is wonderful in early spring to 
talk of the ‘spring flush’ of wild flowers, such as the first 
snow drops, the earliest primrose, whose name itself 
suggest the first rose or flower of the year, the first 
celandines or, in this case, the foremost violets of what-
ever colour, be it the light blue, non-odourless,  dog 
violet, Viola canana, or the rich, dark colour of the 
sweet violet with its characteristic strong scent, its  
scientific name Viola odorata, giving away this property.  
This species has another characteristic which is peculiar 
to the genus; its seeds are distributed by ants. I hope 
you are pleased to learn that - if not, please forget it. 
While thinking about odd characteristics of plants, did 
you know that golden rod, a yellow flowered garden 
plant which flowers at this time of the year, relies on 
snails for its pollination? (I guess you all wanted to know 
that!) 
 
That’s enough of that.  I hope you haven’t dozed off 
because we must get back to violets.  There are two 
other species of violet; the wood violet, Viola           
reichenbachiana which is very difficult to distinguish from 
the sweet violet, and then there is the hairy violet, Viola 
hirsute, which, oddly enough, can be distinguished by its 
hairy flower stems. There are also numerous sub     
species, but it is Viola odorata that I mean to write 
about. Not the dark violet one, but the pure white one 
which is the same species without the colour. And why, 
in September, do I want to write about this early    
flowering plant?  Well, it brings us back to the title of 
this month’s article - Woodcutts out of “Synch”. We 
have had white violets in flower in our garden at the 
beginning of September. I have photographed them, but 
a black and white picture would be wasted here.  
 
What a year it has been!  We started the summer as we 
did in those long-gone days of 1976, for those who can 
remember them. For gardeners, there was no grass to 
cut due to the lack of rain and everything had to be 
watered copiously. Grassland farmers had hugely     
reduced crops of silage and hay and were very worried 
about conserved livestock food for the winter as well as 
grazing for the summer. The situation was so bad that 
many acres of growing cereal crops were harvested 
with forage harvesters and made into silage. This meant 
that some arable farmers reduced their harvesting   
liabilities by selling standing crops to stock farmers,  
reducing their workload at harvest and enabling them to 
get ahead with autumn cultivations, while still benefiting 
financially from their crops. Mixed farmers on the other 
hand, who sacrificed their wheat and barley crops to 

the forage harvesters to make silage for their own   
livestock, had no grain, or a reduced amount to harvest, 
making them well out of pocket. Then there are the 
livestock farmers who had no cereal crops of their own 
to forage and harvest; they are, of course, are out of 
pocket because they have already had to buy in silage to 
replace that which they were unable to harvest from 
their own farms. 
 
This situation changed as the summer went on and 
more rain came. This meant that crops recovered and 
most arable farmers had reasonable yields at harvest. 
However, because of the lesser acreage of grain actually 
harvested, and due to the fact that the yields were 
slightly reduced in some cases, corn farmers have   ben-
efited because of much higher prices per tonne for all 
grain. Where some farmers have lost out heavily, others 
have gained handsomely. It’s a cruel world. 
 
Not only have the grain farmers benefited, all the birds 
and animals which rely on the fruits of the hedgerows 
have also been well catered for. Rowan berries, hips, 
haws, blackberries, elderberries, spindle berries and 
cotoneaster fruits are in great abundance at this present 
time, while hazel nuts, conkers, sweet chestnuts and 
walnuts also appear plentiful and will provide many 
meals for the appropriate wildlife in the future. Ivy  
flowers are also very much in vogue, so we can expect 
lots of ivy berries later in the year for the pigeons, 
blackbirds and all the many birds that rely on them 
when everything else is eaten. 
 
Hopefully, the smaller birds that visit our bird table will 
soon find that there is an abundance of natural food out 
there for their enjoyment instead of having to rely on us 
humans to feed them. At the time of year when there is 
an abundance of  their more natural hedgerow foods in 
the forms mentioned above, plus numerous insects and 
the stubbles of the wheat , barley, oats, oil seed rape 
and linseed to glean, it is to be expected that they 
would not need to visit the gardens; however this is not 
so. We have been putting out more food recently than 
at any other time of the year. We have one bird table 
which is supplied with peanuts, fat balls, mixed seeds 
and niger seeds, but it is often surrounded by up to 
thirty birds at a time, either feeding or waiting their 
turn in the adjacent apple tree or on the lawn. 
 
This feeding station is easily viewed from where I sit at 
the kitchen table, some sixteen feet away. Finches are 
probably the most numerous, mostly chaffinches and 
greenfinches with the occasional goldfinch, followed by 
great tits and blue tits. The other main regular small 
birds are the dunnocks, while their bigger companions 
include collared doves, wood pigeons and jackdaws. All 
these species may be seen at one time on different parts 
of the lawn, in the apple tree, on the garden fence or on 
the feeder. 

Woodcutts out of  “Synch” 

Continued on page 19 
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Sixpenny Handley First School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We discussed the possibility of having an on-site Pre-School and Extended Services building 
way back in September 2007!  It all began with an idea that has now blossomed into the   
marvellous log cabin building ‘up on the hill’. The Governing Body were fully committed to the 
project which was embraced by Charlie Regnart and Sharon Carter who took on the            
responsibility of working with  myself and the Pre-School committee. We began by working 
with SureStart to ascertain whether a Breakfast and After School club would be welcomed 
by the parental body.  The need for this service was evident, where parents would know that 
their child could be looked after in a safe and secure environment on the school site.  We 
then worked closely with the Pre-School to fill out numerous applications for funding to     
enable this project to proceed.  During this time Charlie and I went to visit other               
Pre-Schools and presented the possibility of different buildings to the full Governing Body.  
We were excited about the prospect of a log cabin which we thought would be aesthetically 
pleasing and more environmentally friendly.   Meanwhile, our architect was drawing up plans 
ready for submission to planning.   We secured funding from Surestart and planning          
permission within days of each other – a real cause for celebration!  Since then building began 
in April 2010 and was completed ready for opening this September.  It is really lovely to see 
the Pre-School (The Little Pennies) settled and happy in their new purpose-built building.  We 
are also able to offer wrap-around care for all our pupils (see the details below from our   
Extended Schools staff). 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved in the project 
and who has worked so hard over the past 3 years, especially Sharon and Charlie for all their 
commitment and the Pre-School committee for their support.  We really are very lucky to 
have this building in times when funding for schools is being reduced.  This is a huge asset to 
our thriving school and we are   looking forward to sharing this with the community.  Watch 
this space for details of the grand opening where you will all be invited to come and have a 
look around and have a cup of tea! 

Mrs Hewitt  (Headteacher) 
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Sixpenny Handley First School 
 

Our new Breakfast and After School Club is now up and running! 
With our fantastic new building we can offer the children of Sixpenny Handley First School 

a familiar and secure environment in which to relax and play. 
The emphasis is on working with the children to give them what they want  -   

no idea is too crazy - we are up for anything! Whether it be arts or crafts, baking, den-
building, drama or sports activities, you name it and we will do our best to provide the 

means to make it happen! 
For more information contact the school office on 01725 552356 

 
Open every day during term time; 

Breakfast Club:   7.45am – 8.30am includes breakfast (£3.00 per session) 
After School Club:   3.00 – 4.00pm; 3.00 – 5.00pm or 3.00 – 6.00pm includes healthy snack 

(£3.25 per hour) 
 

Child Care Supervisor:  Mrs Jane Laing 
Child Care Assistant:  Miss Laura Alford 

Another bird species worth mentioning is the swallow.  
There have been two hatchings here in the stable this 
year but the second hatch of four had not fledged until 
4th September. They have got a lot of growing to do 
before they can cross the Sahara Desert before       
November!  The thought that these birds have some 
eight weeks to prepare for such a perilous journey, 
gaining enough body condition and flying experience to 
stand them in good enough stead for the six week trek 
is beyond belief. 
In the mean time I am going on a trek myself; up to  mid

-Wales to the Centre for Alternative Technology, 
where I look forward to being up-dated on many envi-
ronmental projects that the Centre is involved in. 
Hopefully, it will not mean getting too wet, since it al-
ways appears to be raining when I visit there. If it does 
rain, I hope I am compensated by what I learn. Who 
knows, I might find something to write about in Decem-
ber’s Downsman. 
 
I will say goodbye for now and God bless you all. 

Ted Cox  (September 2010) 
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Village Hall 100 Club Winners  
 
 July August 

1st £25   71 Mr N. Leverton 1st £25     9 Mrs Rhodes 
 

2nd £15   89 Mrs B. Day 2nd £15   120 Mrs M. Poolman 
 

3rd £10   30 Mr C. Styles 3rd £10      1 Mrs Rivers 
 

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall. 
 

If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact Bea Boyland on 552805. 

Mr Frank Adams 
Sixpenny Handley and was in charge of recycling waste 
paper for the war effort.  Mr Adams lived at “Sexpena” 
the Hollow.    I remember that somehow we had     
acquired an old Victorian wicker-type bath chair, and 
with this the boys and girls collected waste paper from 
the villagers and deposited the paper in a building at the 
rear of Mr Adams’ house.  Then several of us would 
help Mr Adams bundle up the paper into a manageable 
size, ready for collection every few months. 
 
However, he was better known for his activities into 
freedom to walk in the countryside, public footpaths, 
rights of way, etc.  This he followed with great zeal, 
declaring his intentions and walking the footpaths for all 
to see, usually during the summer season.  He was a 
thorn in the side of several local farmers whose     
cornfields or crops he trampled over, but this was the 
right of the parishioners which he upheld to the end!  
However, his efforts did result in the restoration of 
some of the public footpaths which had been destroyed: 
but, regrettably, his efforts have been in vain, as in many 
other parts of the countryside today.  Due to public 
apathy, and the motor car, many rights of way have   
disappeared for ever.  Rambler Associations are doing 
their best to hang on to what is left. 

 
 

The Cranborne Chase 
This was the name given to a large tract of woodland 
and scrub running across the boundaries of North  
Dorset, and parts of Wiltshire.  For several hundred 
years this was the area where former kings of England 
and nobility hunted the roe deer and other forms of 
game as a pastime, the deer having priority over the 
local inhabitants who eked out a living as best they 
could in a somewhat harsh existence.  Remember, this 
was not the farming area as we know it today.  Poaching 
most likely did occur, but anyone caught received short 
shrift, prison, or the loss of a hand. 
 
The woodlands of Sixpenny Handley and Rushmore 
Park are the only remaining parts of the Chase. 

Parishioners had rights of way and access to woods as 
far as the Wiltshire border and could carry away wood 
for their fires, provided it had fallen and had  not been 
cut down.  This was very useful during the Second 
World War and lots of people took advantage of this 
with many of us boys from Common Road taking old 
prams and handcarts to collect any odd bits of wood 
laying around large enough to be cut into logs to put on 
the fire. In those days the coal ration was very limited. 
 
There was also a nasty downside to look out for –   
adders!  These were in abundance in the summertime 
and could be life threatening, requiring medical      
treatment as soon as possible if bitten, although I have 
no knowledge of a death of anyone in the parish. They 
liked to curl up in warm sunny spots and local     
woodsmen used to kill them and hang them up on 
stakes in the ground as a warning to others.  
 
To walk the avenue of trees running up as far as the 
Wiltshire border and beyond, plus the abundant wild 
life, including deer, was an enjoyable experience.   Also 
in the various seasons of the year there was a sight to 
behold, in the spring snowdrops, primroses and great 
carpets of bluebells.  In the autumn the changing colours 
of the leaves was quite a sight.  Unfortunately, this is no 
longer possible as it is now barred  by fences, chains, 
and padlocks. 
 
I do understand why this is so as during the post war 
years with the popularity of the  motor car many came 
there to visit. The wild flowers started disappearing, and 
people began to dump their rubbish there.  Again,    
nobody seemed  to care, with the loss of  local rights of 
way gone forever. 
 
The days when English people could walk freely in the 
countryside have been eroded, due partly to our own 
fault for not protesting enough, and also due to general 
apathy.                                                                                       

Peter Bailey 

Recollections of Handley and The Chase 
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During 1940 – 1942, the German Air Force were very 
active, and flew over our area on many occasions.    
 
Firstly they came by day:  one afternoon whilst at 
school we heard the sound of aircraft and machine gun 
fire.  On returning home we were told that a German 
Messerschmitt ME110 twin engine fighter plane had 
been shot down at Tollard Green, some 6 or 7 miles 
away.  To 12-year-old boys with bicycles this was     
irresistible. On arrival at the crash site we found that 
the plane had made a forced landing with the wheels up.  
The dead pilot was still trapped in the front seat, but 
the body of  the gunner in the rear seat had been    
removed.  Bullet holes along the fuselage said          
everything.  An armed British soldier, guarding the 
wreck, put paid to any chance of a souvenir! 
 
One Saturday afternoon my father and I were standing 
in the front garden of our house at 5 Common Road, 
when we spotted a twin engine German plane in the 
distance, probably over the hamlet of Dean.  As it 
veered out of sight, we heard the sound of machine gun 
fire.  For some obscure reason it had fired at an       
agricultural water tanker on Woodcutts common and 
then disappeared. Why, or what it was doing there, 
nobody knows. 
 
Towards the end of 1940, the Battle of Britain daylight 
raids came to an end, but the Blitz on many towns 
across the country resumed during the hours of     
darkness.  Searchlight units had now been installed at 
East Woodyates, and on high ground at Chase Farm 
belonging to Jesse Coward.  To get to this was through 
Deanland,  past Shermal Gate and up an unmade road, 
the searchlight unit being on the right hand side, just 
below the farm.  From makeshift grass airfields in the 
North of France around the Boulogne area, or even 
further south, the Luftwaffe had the shortest direction 
for targeting Wales and the West of England towns and 
cities which was probably the reason why they flew 
over our area so much.  The searchlight unit, if lucky 
enough to catch one in its beam, would pass it on to the 
next unit further on.  This did appear to be a bit    
pointless as there were no anti-aircraft guns to shoot at 
them, and if they had, I doubt if they could have reached 
them at that height as most only had a ceiling range of 
about 7,000 feet. 
 
However, there was one incident when the Woodyates 
light picked up a plane in its beam.  It retaliated by  
dropping three bombs, which fortunately fell harmlessly 
in a field nearby, although it is said they cracked a few 
panes of glass in the nearby chapel.  They were also 
known to fire down the beams of light.  After a while 
the RAF began to drop chaff in front of the oncoming 
bombers, chaff being thin strips of aluminium foil which 
was very  light in weight and which would float about in 
the atmosphere for some time.  This, in turn, would 

deflect the Germans radar system being used in the 
aircraft.  Due to this navigational failure they would  
become lost and prone to RAF night fighters which 
were now coming into the picture. Life for the Luftwaffe 
was becoming more difficult, and doomed to failure.  
Wreckage could be found from Bristol  to the English 
channel. 
 
Another problem was the jettisoning of stores caught 
up in the aircraft returning from the target area.       
Incendiaries were found dumped on Handley Common 
one morning, the ground being so soft they became 
embedded in the soil and failed to ignite.  Had the    
release of these bombs been a few seconds later, it 
could have well resulted in the second great fire of the 
village. With no mains water, only well and roof water, 
it could have been catastrophic.  A couple of oil bombs 
fell on the main road between Handley Hill and Endless 
Pit but no real damage was done. 
 
Early one morning, a returning bomber which was on 
fire flew low over the village crashing and exploding on 
downland just past the main Salisbury to Blandford 
road, very near to the old Roman road which, in days of 
old, ran to Sarum and Londinium.   The result was a 
scene of devastation, spread over several acres, with 
very little of the plane recognisable.  Police and the  
military had removed the remains of the crew, or what 
could be found.    It was a terrible sight. 
 
Several days after the crash the whole area was put out 
of bounds as it had been discovered that two highly 
explosive bombs were imbedded in chalk under the 
point of impact  These were dug out and made safe by 
army bomb disposal men. I can only assume that this 
plane never made the target area and had fallen prey to 
a RAF night fighter  
 
The night time Blitz continued to the end of 1941,   
although very minor bombing raids on various parts of 
the country did occur for the next couple of years,  The 
German forces were now involved in a much  greater 
conflict with the Soviet Union, and not doing too well.  
But about a week after D-Day, June 6th 1944, another 
menace began to target the London area;  the V1 rock-
et, a primitive type of flying bomb, generally      referred 
to as a “Doodlebug”.  This was a rather       haphazard 
and inaccurate weapon as when the rocket motor ran 
out of fuel it lost forward power then fell, and the war-
head exploded on impact with the ground.  However, 
with a conurbation as large as London, it was inevitable 
it would do some damage.  They  could be used night or 
day, with very little means of stopping it.  Although 
some were shot down by ack-ack guns and fighter 
planes, it was said that over 2,000 were fired on London 
in the next year.      Peace at last.                                                                                

Peter Bailey 

Luftwaffe activity 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


26 

The Downsman       October  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


27 

The Downsman  October  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

SHMUC – Up and running! 
 

Sixpenny Handley Musician's Circle met for the first time on a rainy evening at Pentridge Village Hall on Sunday 22nd 
August, at the regular time of 7.00 pm. 
 
A small, but enthusiastic, group of all ages and styles joined together to play and sing pretty much anything from The 
Beatles to Johnny Cash. I seem to recall a Fats Waller number in there as well!  All agreed it was a really enjoyable 
evening and declared their intention to attend the sessions on a regular basis. 
 
By the time you read this article our second session on Sunday 26th September will have taken place, so if you     
attended – thank you very much – if you missed it, the October session is on 24th October, again from 7.00 – 10.00 
pm. the venue to be confirmed. 
 
We are trying to find a more centrally situated hall or room, and also one that offers a greater degree of comfort 
than Pentridge Village Hall which is awaiting refurbishment. 
 
We meet on the fourth Sunday every month. 
 
The Musician's Circle welcomes singers and musicians of all styles and levels of experience, so if you enjoy singing 
and/or playing do come along and join in.  There is no obligation to attend every session, but just come along when 
you can – the cost is £2.00 per person per session, paid on arrival. Bring music, chord charts or words and whatever 
you need to perform with. 
 
All together now …....a one, two, three, four...........Let's play! 
 

David Heath  (01725 516478) 
david@heathfamily.plus.com 

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club 
 
The outdoor season has been very successful and we have been very lucky with the weather. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Pat Oxford and the members of the Westbrook Mixed Triples Team who finished in 
First place in their league. 
 
The County Men’s League Team, playing in Division 2, finished in a good position after collection 18 points in their 
last two matches to finish half way.  A copy of the final league table is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good progress is being made with the refurbishment of the paving area around the green, and many thanks to those 
who have worked so hard to achieve this.       
 
When we have finished all our internal matches, we will start our Short Mat season and hope to have an equally good 
result with those matches. 

Bea 

 DIVISION 2 P W D L F A +/- PTS 

1 Swanage 16 13 1 2 940 755 185 118 

2 Gillingham ‘A’ 16 9 0 7 944 901 43 91 

3 Wimborne ‘A’ 16 9 0 7 916 864 52 88 

4 Broadstone Wessex ‘A’ 16 9 0 7 917 905 12 88 

5 Sixpenny Handley 16 7 0 9 905 936 31 72 

6 Shaftesbury ‘A’ 16 6 1 9 844 895 51 72 

7 Poole Park ‘B’ 16 7 0 9 908 867 41 70 

8 Ferndown 16 6 0 10 873 948 75 63 

9 Poole Park ‘C’ 16 5 0 11 805 981 176 58 
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Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 
Full page - £16  
Half page - £10  

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions offer continues with the annual rates (6 issues) being  
£80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 700 households within the parish.  

COUNTRY RAMBLES 
The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. We have it in trust. We must account for it 

for those who come after.  KING GEORGE VI 

We have finished the harvest at last; it was frustrating 
to have sun then rain without enough time in between 
to allow the crop to dry so it could be combined. It 
takes roughly two days from the last rain before you 
can start to combine, and when we finally did have a 
window it was like the starting blocks at a Grand Prix, 
and many farms worked late into the night to finish 
their fields. The knock-on effect of the weather earlier 
in the year is that yield is down but as in any shortage 
the price has risen so it’s swings and roundabouts. The 
hot topic at the moment is the shortage and price of 
hay, particularly the small single bales. I have been told 
that hay is being brought in from France, and that 
thefts of small and large quantities of hay have        
occurred. One farmer near Winchester left a full trail-
er in of hay in the field overnight, only to return the 
following morning to find both trailer and hay gone. 
One of our neighbours had three middy bails stolen, 
(something that you would normally shift with a fork 
lift because of the weight) so the thieves must have 
worked hard to take them away. We have resorted to 
hiding ours behind big bales of straw until we start  
using them later in the year.   
 
While I am on the subject of theft, has anybody you 
know had a dog stolen? The criminally minded have 
cottoned on to the fact that there’s cash to be made 
from selling puppies of working lineage, and the easy 
money to be made through rewards and ‘finder’s fees’ 
otherwise known as the crime of exaction. I know of 
three people who have had dogs stolen;  in each case 
the thieves targeted bitches that were of a breeding 
age. In one case the kennels were protected by locked 
gates, a good fence and a guard dog, but all to no avail. 

Only one of the owners has so far found two of his 
dogs. A survey released by NFU Mutual showed that 
70 per cent of their rurally located branches recorded 
a rise in crime-related claims; livestock, including dogs, 
were in the top ten. The national database for lost and 
found dogs, www.DogLost.co.uk, receives details of 
100 to 120 lost dogs per week. Of those, roughly 80 
per cent are stolen. This means that at least 4,000 dogs 
are taken annually. When you think that, as puppies, 
my dogs cost over £600, and with how much time and 
effort I have spent in training them to work that they 
are probably worth £2,000 each, this is a nice night’s 
work for someone looking for easy money. Don’t   
become a victim - as an owner, one of the easiest ways 
to combat theft is to microchip your dog:  the second 
is when the dog is left unattended, try and make the 
area a secure as you can.  
 
On a happier note, early Autumn is a time of wild   
harvest. There’s no better food for free than the  
blackberry, and the hedges around us are laden with 
fruit so it seems to be a good year. But they are not 
the only fruit;  I have found five sloe bushes which are 
laden with larger than average fruit.  In time they will 
become sloe gin, and the hazel trees will soon be giving 
up their crop of nuts. Yesterday, I was out in a       
different area of countryside where I knew they spread 
old mushroom compost on the fields, and by looking 
out I was rewarded with a capful of field mushrooms. 
The message is that there is a wild harvest in the  
countryside and most of it is accessible by footpaths, 
so keep you eyes open next time you go for a walk.   
 

Richard Harwood 
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Rob’s Column 

First Day 
There against the playground wall 

Felling lost, feeling small, 
Stands the new boy, 

Tie too tight, shoes too stiff, 
Tears held back by bitten lip. 

Children run and children shout, 
He can’t make out what it’s all 

about. 
He wants his mam, he wants his 

teddy, 
The tears start flowing, 

slow but steady. 
“I’ll be your friend.  What’s your 

name? 
Mine’s Rob, come and join our 

game.” 
Friendly faces, no rebuff, 

Tie gets loosened, shoes get scuffed. 
No thought of mam, 
no thought of teddy, 
The school bell rings, 
but now he’s ready 
To learn his sums, 
to learn his letters 

To learn to do things  
so much better. 

To do all things the best he can, 
For now, he feels a man. 

 
 
Just like coming to the Auction,  
Saturday 16th October for the 
first time. 
Nervous, can’t make out what it’s all 
about.  I’ll be your friend, friendly 
faces, get the right lot number, do 
the sums, things can’t be much   
better.  What’s your name and  
number.  You’ve bought the item 
you’ve always wanted.   
Start 6.00 pm.  Good selection of 
items.  Food, drink, entertainment, 
it’s all there.  Items to donate to the 
hall on Friday evening or Saturday 
morning.  Hall open from 2.00 pm 
to view.  Leave a bid.  Brick-a-brack, 
etc. 
 
 
I was having an argument in a     
restaurant over the bill.  I ordered 
poached eggs as a starter and Chick-
en Kiev.  I demanded an   itemised 
bill as I wanted to know which came 
first  -  the chicken or the egg. 
 

Leggy Lines Riddly 

Can you work it out? 
 

Two legs sitting on three legs 
With one leg in his lap 
Up jumped four legs 
Picked up one leg 

Up jumped two legs 
Picked up three legs 
Threw it at four legs 

And made him bring one leg back. 
 
 
The solution to the ‘Leggy Lines’:  a 
man is sitting on a three-legged stool 
with a leg of lamb on his lap.  His dog 
jumps up and runs off with the leg of 
lamb.  The man grabs the stool and 
throws it at the dog, making him bring 
the leg of lamb back. 
 
 

I hate making card houses. 
I just can’t stand them. 

 
 

I wasn’t allowed to have alphabet 
spaghetti when I was younger.  It 

contained too many ‘E’s. 
 

Borrow money from pessimists—
they don’t expect it back. 
 
 

Green blackboards 
Came to our school one summer’s 
day, an educationalist to say how 
research, costing coin and care, had 
proved beyond a doubt that there 
was benefit from blackboards green.  
  
It seemed that scientists had been 
conducting tests to ascertain which 
colour best allowed the brain     
absorb the things the teacher wrote 
upon the board and at the vote they 
all agreed;  the colour which relaxed 
the eyes, improved the pitch,     
allowed the writing to be seen the 
very best of all, was green, and I, 
who found the task of learning hard 
whose gaze would oft beyond the 
yard seek bank and meadow, fields 
and trees, saw here a lesson learned 
with ease.   
 
God chose a hue to set the scene 
and for our comfort gave us green. 
Half the people you know are below 

average. 
 
A conscience is what hurts when all 
other parts feel good.  A clear    
conscience is often the sign of a bad 
memory. 
 
If you want the rainbow, you have 
to put up with the rain. 
  
OK, so what is the speed of dark? 
 
How do you tell when you run out 
of invisible ink? 
 
When everything is coming your 
way, you are in the wrong lane. 
 
Why do psychics have to ask your 
name? 
 
Depression is merely anger without 
enthusiasm. 
 
Support bacteria.  They are the only 
culture most people have. 
 
Hard work pays off in the future.  
Laziness pays off now. 
 
Dentist’s premises for sale.   
(Owner pulling out). 
 
Angler seeks plaice to perch. 
 
Cricket captain seeks maiden to 
bowl over. 
 
Cobbler seeks soul mate  -   
no heels, please. 
 
Why did the bull rush? 
It saw the cowslip. 
 
Just bought a dog off a Blacksmith. 
As soon as I got him home, he made 
a bolt for the door. 
 
Rubbed some margarine into a 
bump on my head yesterday.  
Checked it this morning.  I can’t 
believe it’s not better. 
 
In the 1950s I suffered with water 
on the knees.  My doctor prescribed 
a pair of drainpipe trousers. 
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VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

GP REFERRAL SCHEME 

Are you suffering from a recurring injury? 
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a 

medical condi on?   

Then you can take part in the referral scheme. 
 

How do I get on the scheme? 
 

You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or  
physiotherapist.  They will give you a prescrip on to  
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is 

contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consulta on. 
The consulta on will involve a 30 minute discussion of 

your medical history and health checks. 
A follow up appointment will then be made for you 

to come and start exercising.   
 

Your instructor will guide you though your exercise 
programme and will advise on how o en to exercise. 
Ini ally, your sessions will be supervised un l you feel 

confident to start exercising independently.  
Your instructor will also review your exercise 

programme every 8 weeks! 
 

For informa on on the cost of the GP referral scheme please 
contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.  
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Lifeline is an emergency alarm system that gives you the 
reassurance that help is available – 24 hours a day. 

 
Peace of mind for you and your family at the touch of a 

button. 
 

For more information or to arrange a Free demonstration 
Call Lifeline on:  01202 864224 or 01202 864225 

             E-mail:   lifeline@edha.co.uk 
                          www.edha.co.uk 
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Valley Gardens & Earthworks 
From courtyards to country gardens 

 
Have your garden creatively designed and beautifully  

landscaped to create a place of  inspiration and tranquillity 
 

We provide all aspects of  garden design, landscaping and 
maintenance 

 
For a reliable and professional service please contact: 

Chris on 01722 781197 or Glenn and Jane on 01725 552152 
Email: valleygardens@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Enjoy the freedom and flexibility of 
self catering.  

The Hayloft cottage for 2 with spa 
bath. Short breaks available all year. 
The Stables self catering suite for 2 

(min. 2 night stay).  
Generous Welcome Pack included.  

 EBBLESWAY COURTYARD 
High Road, Broadchalke. 

Situated 1/2 way between the White Hart & the Queens Head pubs. 

Retaining the character & charm of the original buildings plus latest modern luxury 
fittings . Contact Gail or Peter Smalley on 01722 780182 for a  brochure or visit   

www.ebbleswaycourtyard.co.uk   ««««  

Friends or relatives coming to stay? 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mobile 
Bars 

 
 

Bars for every occasion 
Weddings, Parties, Festivals 

 
 

Very Low Set up Costs 
 

Wide Range of Available Products 
 

Able to suit your needs; from a small drinks party 
to a large wedding or festival 

 
Contact us now 

M: 07590429540 
E:bpholden7@gmail.com 
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            acoustic/electric 
            lead/rhythm/improvisation 
            blues-pop-rock etc. 
 

half price taster lesson 
home visits 
 

over 35 years experience 

guitar lessons 
 

Dave Gray –  01725 552503 
  07751 566342 
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTSDAIRY HOUSE PLANTS  
 

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT 
(Chalke Valley) 

 
 

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL 
AND COTTAGE GARDEN 

FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,  
also annuals, vegetables 

and some shrubs 
 
 

Open Saturday and Sunday, 
April to October 

 
Contact Jane on 01722 780839 

or 07970 069599 
e-mail:  janeyadrian@aol.co.uk  

 
  

• New Build 
• Extensions 
• Barn & Loft Conversions 
• Conservatories 
• Project Management Services 
• Replacement Windows & Doors 
• Fitted Kitchens 
• Bed & Bathrooms 

 
All building works undertaken 

References Available 
 
CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR  

PROJECT 

3G BUILDING &  
CONSTRUCTION LLP 

Partners: M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard 

Tel/fax: 01725 552412 
Mobile: 07817 606718 

e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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SWIMMING AT 
SANDROYD 

 
Fridays mornings 

Watertots -  from 4 months 
Minnows  -  pre school lessons 

 
Saturdays 

Swimming club for all abilities 
 
 

Fully qualified teachers 
and lifeguards 

Members of the Institute 
of Swimming 

 
For more details contact: 

Gill Patterson    01747 850856  
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FREE ADVICE  
FROM A SOLICITOR! 

 
 

Family matters open morning 
 

On Farmers Market Day: 
 
 

Saturday 2nd October  

 
 
 
 

In  Shaf tesbur y  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call in at our High Street office   
(No. 34, between Superdrug and Humberts) 

9.30am-12.30pm  
 
 
 

Advance appointments available—please call to reserve 
 
 
 

For a free initial chat with no obligation 

 
 
 
 

Call 01747 440447 to find out more  
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 Please quote TD1010  

Professional and Personal Service 
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RENT A HUSBAND 
 
 
 
 

For all those jobs your hubby never 
finds time to do: 

 
Window cleaning, electrics fitted,  

plumbing fixed, 
patio jet cleaning, gutters cleared and  

leaf stops fitted, extra sockets,  
 bulbs, switches, curtain rails, handles,  

taps etc replaced, 
painting, grouting, sealing around the bath. 

 
You name it and I’ll do it! 

 

No job too small 
References available 

 

Low rates, too! 
 

Call Ted on 07900 960325 or 
01725 552084 

 

 
 

BUILDING 
ROOFING 

PLUMBING 
PLASTERING 

GENERAL 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Phone    01725 552860 
Mobile    07857 593093 

ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS   

CASHMOOR 
PROPERTY 
SERVICES 
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YOGA 
CLASSES 

GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

In Teacher's Home Studio 
Day and Evening 

Beginners & Improvers 
Private Classes 

Yoga for Pregnancy 
 
 

Mrs Prim Young 
01258 841364  

E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk    
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk 
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 S WALLWORTH 
 ELECTRICAL  SERVICES 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS 
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES 
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING 
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING 
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING 
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS 
ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS 
 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
 
SIMON WALLWORTH                                        
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   SP5 5PA 
TEL: 01725 552545 
MOB: 07826 928759 
 
SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK 

 

GOODFELLOW & SON 
 

GENERAL BUILDING, 
PAINTING/DECORATING 

 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

 
OFTEC REG. FOR OIL BURNERS 

 
(01722780688/780055/780419 

 
A family run business for over 45 years 
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Mr R. A. CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
Mobile 07778603559 

SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR CARPET & 
VINYL NEEDS 

 1st class personal service, 
samples brought to your door, 
just pick up the phone and call 

Kevin Armstrong  
01258 840056 
07767774021 

armstrongkvn@aol.com 
        

 

R.JAMES 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

 
 

61 High Street       Sixpenny Handley               Salisbury 

Bespoke Furniture 
 

Kitchen Installations 
 

Roof Construction 
 

Outdoor Structures 
 

Repairs & Maintenance 
and more 

 

01725 552098 

Fully qualified carpenter 
with over 10 years        
experience 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Free quotes and advice 
 

Fast, friendly and         
reliable service 
 

07818 321182 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 
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Corbett Pest Control 
   

          Royal Society of Health Qualified 
 
 
  Moles, rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, pigeons, 

 wasps, fleas, cockroaches, flies, bedbugs, 
          moths, bee swarm removal etc.. 

 
 

For All Your Pest Problems 
 Call- 01722 780946 

 
           corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com 

 
       3 Thatched Cottage, Fifield Bavant SP5 5HU 
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T.V. — VIDEO — DVD 
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE 

 
—————————————————— 

IAN HARRIS    
MIPRE 

—————————————————— 
 

• Advice on repair of your existing 
equipment 

• Assistance in setting up and 
supply of new items 

• Loan sets available 
 

Call me, your local expert with over 
thirty years experience. 

 
Tel: 01747 870822  

Mobile: 07921 194816 

PATRICK 
ROSE 

 
 
 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 

 
Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 

S.R.P. 
 

Chartered and State Registered 
Physiotherapist 

 
Treatment for 

Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 

 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

 
Home Visits and Evening 

Appointments 
 

Telephone: 01725 552518 
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MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD. 

BUILDING 
SERVICES 

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 
 

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN 
 

DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER 
 

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY, 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE, SP5 5PA    

Telephone/Fax: 01725 552888     E-mail: mandcltd@btconnect.com        
Web:www.maidmentandcarter.com 

 
• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
• BRICKWORK 
• STONEWORK 
• PLUMBING 
• ELECTRICAL 
• DECORATION 
• ROOFING 
• DRAINAGE 

• KITCHENS 
• BATHROOMS 
• INSURANCE WORK 
• UPVC DOORS, 

WINDOWS, FASCIAS ETC 
• FITTED BEDROOMS 
• QUICK RESPONSE 
• FREE ESTIMATES 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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            Sixpenny Handley.             Tel: 01725 559181 

General Mechanical Repairs 

• Servicing & Repairs to Cars & Light Vans 
• MOT’s 
• Light Bodywork Repairs 
• Mechanical Restoration. Engine Rebuilds etc. 
• MIG Welding  
• Light Fabrication 

• Petrol Lawnmower and Garden Machine Repair and Servicing 
• Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing 
• Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair 
• Motorcycle Servicing and Repair 
• Light Agricultural Repairs 

Local Estimates Freely Given             Reasonable Rates                      Reliable, Friendly Service 

     01725 559181 or 01725 552 348  or  07786 030640 (Out of Hours) 

By a Qualified Engineer 

Mobile or At Your Home  

Call Martyn Nash on : - 
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The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion, 

Sixpenny Handley playing field every Thursday morning 
at 10.15 am to 11.45 am. 

We would love to see you at the coffee mornings to which all are 
welcome. Give it a try! 

 
For information please contact 01258 841321 

 
We can provide transport to the surgery, dentist, etc  

with a contribution from the user of 50p per mile to cover fuel costs. 
We can also help with the collection of prescriptions, 
local shopping for the house bound, and dog walking. 

We hold regular monthly Social Day Centres 
at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.  Please phone to find out more. 

We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 
that the CCF covers – please phone to find out more. 

It greatly helps if you can give us as much notice as possible 
if you need transport. 

 
 

CCF interest groups include a book club, and a record music group, 
as well as The Painting & Drawing Group which is held at the Pavilion. 

 
For any information about the Chase Community Friends, 

please phone 01258 841321. 
 

The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it within the 
Cranborne Chase villages. 

So come along and make new friends. 
 

“Have we missed you?”  
Or if you know some one who might like our help, please let us know. 

 
We are supported by Dorset County Council 

Social Services Committee. 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 
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“Children flourish in a happy and relaxed atmosphere 
conducive to learning“ 

Successful OFSTED inspection report 2007 
 

Call Emma: 01725 552412  or Andrea: 01725 552392 for more information. 
  

The Chase Pre-School is a non-profit making organisation. Registered Charity No. 
1033941. 

We aim to provide a safe happy caring environment 
where children aged 3-5 years may flourish 

£6.00 per 
session 

funding available 
for 3 year olds 

Lunch Club 
£1.50  

Link Group 
Sessions run 
at Sixpenny 

Handley First 
School 

Sessions 
Tues, Wed,  

9.00am-2.30pm 
Thursday 

9.00am-12.00am 
Lunch 11.30-12.00 

Secure 
Facilities 
Including 

outdoor play 
area 

Venue 
Sixpenny 
Handley  

Village Hall 
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

  7 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley 14 

7 Oct Forest Forge Theatre Co 8 

11 Oct W.I. Meeting 9 

12 Oct Flu Clinic, Broad Chalke 14 

13 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley 14 

14 Oct Mobile Library 4 

18 Oct Flu Clinic, Handley 
Flu Clinic, Broad Chalke 14 

19 Oct Trussell Trust—Illustrated talk 23 

21 Oct W.I. Council Meeting, Poole 
Bingo, Village Hall 

9 
13 

24 Oct Handley Musician’s Circle 
(SHMUC) 26 

27 Oct W.I. Meeting 9 

28 Oct Mobile Library 
Chase Garden Club 

4 
26 

30 Oct M.U. Coffee Morning 
Scouts Dinner and Dance 

11 
16 

   

3 Nov Flu Clinic, Broad Chalke 14 

6 Nov Firework Spectacular 10 

8 Nov W.I. Crafts for Christmas 9 

11 Nov Mobile Library 4 

12 Nov Play: Mrs Gerrish’s Rear Win-
dow, Village Hall 6 

13 Nov Church Bazaar—VILLAGE HALL - 

14 Nov Scouts Remembrance Parade 16 

15 Nov Copy Deadline 3 

25 Nov Mobile Library 
Chase Garden Club 

4 
26 

28 Nov Handley Musician’s Circle 
(SHMUC) 26 

1 Dec Next Issue 3 

4 Dec Bowls Club Quiz - 

4 Dec Coffee Morning in aid of Breast 
Cancer Care 30 
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