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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley 

with Pentridge Parish Council. 
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 

 

The next edition of this magazine will be published on the 
1st October 2010 

Copy Deadline is Wednesday 15th September 
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the 

deadline which is required to allow for printing, production 
and distribution 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

 
 
 

Editor: Margaret Cornish, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

Phone: 552211  
Email : 
sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk 
to ensure your articles and news reach us 

(preferably in Word, please — not pdf) 

Advertising Costs 
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 

Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  

Due to problems with production the Downsman Committee have decided 
they can no longer entertain the insertion of flyers in future copies.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER 
 
Another very good Street Fair – congratulations to the Committee who organised it.  It was a shame we 
didn’t have a nice sunny day;  however the rain did not stop the people coming.   
 
Thank you, also, to the people who attended our Annual Parish Meeting.  This was very informative and 
the parish associations were able to update us on their plans for the future and also on what they had been 
doing in the past. 
 
We have, at last, fitted the bollards at the entrance to the Sports Pavilion to prevent cars driving up – 
these are able to be removed in the case of emergencies so contact your local Sports Club for instruc-
tions.  The broken window in the Sports Pavilion is about to be repaired at last - please let this be the last 
one! 
 
We are sorry to have to report damage to the new bus shelter.   Please let us know if you see anyone 
causing this.   
 
Recent Planning Applications  
 
3/10/0416  -  11 High Street  - Change of use from shop to flat with new window and internal alterations. 
3/10/0466  -  The Surgery, Dean Lane  -  Single storey extension. 
3/10/0480  -  9 Common Road  -  Installation of Air Source Heat Pump. 
3/10/0550  -  Whitey Top Farm, Pentridge  -  New Agricultural Barn. 
3/10/0567  -  Barn & Yard opposite Chase House, Deanland  -  Change of use from Agricultural use to 
Builders Storage. 
 
Results of previous planning applications 
3/10/0261  -  Pentridge Village Hall -  Single Storey Extension – Permitted. 

 
Gill Martin  

Endorse It In Dorset Festival 2010 
 

The Endorse It In Dorset Festival 2010 will be held on the weekend of 06/08/10 to 08/08/10.  If you wish 

to contact us with any queries, complaints and comments please call on 0776 5687 445 during the event 

and 0797 3737 935 before and after the event.  You can also email before and after the event to 

g@lgofestivals.com.  

Thank-you 

CLAUDE ATHOL KROON 
 

Norma, and all of his family, would like to thank everyone for the cards, messages 
and friendship following the sad loss of Claude. 

 

Although only resident in Sixpenny Handley for a short time, Norma has been 
shown kindness that only comes from living in such a caring, friendly village. 

 

Our thanks go to you all 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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DOG WASTE 
 

Would dog owners please NOT deposit bags of dog mess in the black waste bins in the par-
ish.  Any bags must, by law, be placed in the special bins for dog waste which are red.  It is not 
fair on those in our community who kindly empty the black waste bins of their own free will. 

VILLAGE HALL 
 
The winter ARTSREACH programme is now beginning to take shape. Having requested a wide variety of shows, 
we have been told that our bid was slightly over ambitious! The winter programme will start on 7th October with 
Forest Forge performing their latest play, “For The Record” (see separate advert). 
 
We hope to resurrect the film nights in those months where there is no live production.  These will be supported by 
a licensed bar. 
 
Alison Dunford and Jaqui Blake have kindly worked hard to pull together a programme of Family Films which will 
be shown once a month on Saturdays or Sundays.  This is an experiment and will rely on your support if it is to con-
tinue. Children must be accompanied. If anyone else wants to come and watch a good animated classic they will be 
very welcome!   See separate adverts and notices which will also be circulated through the school. 
 
Following the departure of the Chase Pre-School from the village hall there will be plenty of time available for other 
groups to use the excellent facilities. If you are interested contact the Bookings Secretary on 552306. 

ANNUAL CYCLE FOR THE DORSET HISTORIC CHURCHES 
 

This event is scheduled for SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER, and although it has primarily been a ‘CYCLE’ 
ride in the past, it is an opportunity for walkers and horse-riders to take part.  The idea is to visit as many 
of the ancient churches in our area between 10.00 am to 6.00 pm, carrying as much sponsorship as can be 
raised.  The money is then divided between the Historic Churches Trust and the local participating church 
which you wish to support. 
 
Please put the date in your diary, contact me if you would like to take part or wish for more details, turn 
some sweat into profit, or be a willing sponsor for those who pedal, stride or ride! 
 
Contact:  John Cullingford, 01725 516453 or look for posters around the village.  Information packs will 
be available at the back of the church. 

THANK YOU 
 
Steve, Lee and Louisa would like to thank everyone who supported our recent charity events.  
 
The Spinal Injury Fish and Chip Supper in May raised £530 to be split 50/50 between The Duke of Cornwall 
Spinal Treatment Centre at Salisbury District Hospital and The Spinal Injuries Association.  
 
The Crocus Walk for Breakthrough Breast Cancer in June raised £119, despite only having one villager turn 
up – Thank you Bill Chorley! The other walkers consisted of family members and campers.  
 
The Barn Dance in July for St Mary’s Church was a great success and a fun evening was had by everyone involved.  
 
We are looking forward to a successful and prosperous summer season, both for us and fellow local businesses. 
Thanks again to those of you that continue to support us. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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The Sixpenny Handley Community Fund Committee 
 

THANK YOU!! 
 

 Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre  -  Saturday May 29th 2010 
 

 
 
Third time unlucky this year, the weather being very British, it seemed as though the day was going to be a 
wash out.  Luckily it cleared and stayed mostly dry for the whole afternoon which was, once again, a very 
successful occasion for all to enjoy.  The Street Fayre is becoming a regular slot in the Communities      
calendar as were the Carnivals and Flower Shows of the past.  We are so very grateful to everyone who 
helped in so many ways and supported the many stalls, Community Groups and Charities hoping to raise 
as much money as possible for their cause.  It is also a day when the Community meets up, talks to each 
other and joins in alongside the many visitors that come.  
 
To thank everyone individually has been done before but we hope you feel it is no less meaningful for us to 
say ‘THANK YOU EVERYONE’ collectively …. the list is endless and so very much appreciated -   
without you all The Street Fayre could not take place.  It does have to be mentioned, however, how much 
we appreciated vehicles being removed so promptly and willingly from the High Street in order to allow 
for the setting up of stalls, and for the tolerance of the residents along the High Street for their day being    
totally disrupted and bombarded with noise and chatter. 
 
The funds raised by the Community Groups and the Community Fund have been very pleasing. Chase 
Community Friends and St Mary’s Church made approximately £800 each; Liz Coombes for Breast Cancer 
made roughly £300; the WI £150 and Bronia’s stall for Africa £400.  We haven’t got all the figures in yet 
but would hope to publish them as soon as possible and The Air Ambulance promised to let us know how 
much was collected after the day so let’s hope it was a good amount. 
 
The Community Fund made approximately £1,380 from the BBQ, raffle, tombola, programme               
advertisements and some of the Community Groups chose to donate everything they made in order to 
apply for grants from the fund at a later date.  Some others privately made a donation and The Shed also 
gave as a result of their successful evening once the Roebuck closed having been open practically all day …. 
cheers John!! 
 
The Village Book loan of £1,200 has been fully paid back to the Fund already and currently has put in £165 
from current sales. There is a  further £1,155-worth of books to be sold in aid of the fund so please buy 
your copy if you haven’t already and ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has bought one to date.    
 
Letters have been sent to those who are eligible to ask for grants from the Community Fund and a deci-
sion on the grants made will be published in due course and again at our Annual General Meeting, the date 
of which will be announced later in the year. 
 
We are always seeking new faces and especially new ideas of how to improve on ‘The Day’ so please join 
us. We only meet when needed and understand that people are busy and have other commitments, but 
everyone is welcome and support always appreciated. 
 
Finally, our sincere thanks again to everyone who helped in some way, who entertained us, who exhibited, 
who joined in, but mostly, thank you for coming and making The Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre a great 
success;  please come again next year!! 

 
 

If you wish to join in please ring any of us below: 
Simon Meaden 01725 552715,    Ros Adams  01725 553032,    Tracey Lownds   01725 552414,    

David Chick  01725 552557,   Maureen New  01725 552539  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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RNLI  (Lifeboats) 
 
On Saturday and Sunday, August 28th and 29th, our ‘Front Path Stalls’ will be set up as usual, selling Christmas 
cards (never too early!) and gifts, etc.  This event takes place at 46 High Street, Sixpenny Handley from 10.30 am – 
4.00 pm.  We do hope that it doesn’t rain this year! 
 
The RNLI Country Fayre is to be held at Spetisbury Manor on Saturday 7th August, 11.00 am – 5.00 pm.  The 
Manor is at the south end of Spetisbury on the A350.  This is a new venue for us.  Posters and flyers will be around 
giving details. 
 
There was a special day at the end of June at the Lifeboat College, Poole.  Mrs Kathy Underwood, Chairman of our 
Blandford branch, was awarded a Gold Medal for her services to the RNLI.  She works tirelessly with an exhausting 
schedule of giving talks to many groups over a wide area, as well as being involved in countless other activities.  We 
are very proud of her and all congratulate her on this high award. 
 

Sheila Bradley (Secretary)  

News 
And  
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

On May 21st a large group of members, with some   
husbands in tow, gathered at Norden Station on the Isle 
of Purbeck to join the steam train on its unique journey 
through six miles of beautiful Dorset scenery on its way 
to Swanage.  On our arrival at the ‘seaside’ we all went 
our separate ways; the weather was excellent with blue 
skies and wall to wall sunshine and so a great day was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
May 27th, the Beacon Group Spring meeting was held at 
Iwerne Minster.  The speaker was Lt. Col. Malcolm  
Torrent and his talk was ‘Royal Occasions’.  The    
meeting began with him playing Jerusalem on his cornet.  
Col. Torrent was the band master for the Life Guards 
and he spoke of how his music career began and the 
playing at occasions such as Royal Ascot, Investitures, 
Royal Tournament, Trooping the Colour and many 
more. There was an exhibition of military badges and 
buttons and it was certainly an interesting evening. 
 
The Garden meeting this year was held on the 14th June 
at the home of the President, Maggie Staplehurst.  The 
weather was good and the entire evening was spent in 
the garden.  A treasure hunt ensued, with some of the 
members diligent and relentless in the search for clues, 
and others (no names mentioned!) using a little       
skulduggery to obtain results!  Jan Gibb was the prize 
winner – a benevolent one indeed – as she at once 
awarded each and everyone a consolation prize.  Coffee 
and delicious cakes followed – plus some entertainment 
from the ducks!  Everyone agreed it was a fun evening 
and thanked Maggie for her hospitality. 
 

The Group outing to Cranborne Manor Gardens was 
held on July 1st .  The beautiful and historic gardens orig-
inating in the 17th century surround the splendid, an-
cient manor house, now the home of Viscount   
Cranborne.  After exploring the gardens, tea and cakes 
were on the menu and the afternoon was enjoyed by 
all.  
 
The speaker at the July 12th meeting was Mrs Anne King 
and her talk, ‘A Paddle on the Piddle’, was an interesting 
session, illustrated with slides.  She was very        
knowledgeable about the subject telling us how the Riv-
er Piddle rises next to Alton Pancras Church and flows 
south to Wareham and finally to Poole harbour.  Many 
villages are named after the’ Piddle’ –Puddletown, Tol-
puddle, Piddlehinton, Piddletrenthide, Briantspuddle and 
so on.  All but two of those names now contain ‘puddle’ 
rather than ‘piddle’;  local tradition states that the villag-
es were renamed to avoid embarrassment  before a 
visit by Queen Victoria.  However, there is no firm evi-
dence of this. Certainly an interesting area, which may-
be we all should rediscover! 
 
Dates for the Diary 
August 9th:  American Supper chez Patsy O’Connor 
Sept 8th:   W.I. Quiz 
Sept 13th: The Banks of Newfoundland:Mr Bonny Sartin 
 
Anyone who would like to attend a meeting or would 
like more information, please contact the Secretary, Mrs 
Bobbie Carter.  Tel 01725 552042 

Rita Taylor (Committee Member) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB 

 
Interested in gardening and meeting new people?  Then why not come along to the  

“Chase Garden Club”. We meet on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm in the Sports Pavilion. 
 

Activities include; Guest Speakers, Presentations, Raffle & Plant Sales and during the summer there 
are visits arranged to local gardens of interest. 

To round off the year there is an annual dinner in January. 
 

New members are most welcome, as are visitors. 
 

Subscriptions; annual subs are £15 per person, or alternatively there is visitor charge of 
£3 for indoor meetings and £2 for garden visits. 

Garden visits entail a modest entrance fee but does include refreshments. 
 

For more information please telephone;  
Gill Carter 01725 552030, Joan Saltmarsh 01725 516352 or Louise Walford 01725 516384                             

FLU and PNEUMOVAX 
CLINICS 2010 

The Government has recommended that the priority groups for this year are:- 
 

Everybody aged over 65,  
Anybody suffering from a chronic disease eg those at risk from 

Chronic respiratory disease or asthma requiring repeated steroid inhalers  
Diabetes 
Chronic heart, liver or kidney disease 
Immunosuppression,  

Frontline Health and Social Care Workers 
 
 
We shall be running CLINICS from the first week of October see website, village 

magazine, newsletter, posters and repeat medicine slips nearer the time. 
 

                                    No appointment is necessary 
We will try and keep waiting to a minimum. 

 
If you are a priority (see above) please try and come to one of these clinics. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THIS DOES INCLUDETHE SWINE FLU VACCINE 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Village Hall 100 Club Winners  
 
 May June 

1st £25   63 Mr D. Goddard 1st £25    69 Mrs D. Leverton 
 

2nd £15   90 Mr L. Smith 2nd £15    52 Mr D. Penrose 
 

3rd £10   27 Mr S. Preedy 3rd £10   111 Mrs Clark 
 

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall. 
 

If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact Bea Boyland on 552805. 

 
 

CARDS 

Whist  The 2010-2011 Whist Competition will get 
under way at the Village Hall on Wednesday, September 
1st. The format mirrors that for previous contests in 
that play will commence at 7.30 p.m. and there will be 
eighteen competitive rounds, the concluding drive being 
scheduled for May 11th, 2011 followed by the prize 
giving on May 25th. The player returning the highest 
aggregate score will receive £30 followed by           step
-downs in prize money to 10th place. In addition, £5 will 
be awarded for the highest score returned in the com-
petition regardless of overall placing [it will be   recalled 
that the winner of the 2009-2010 contest, Betty White 
also carded the highest individual score]. Thus, the table 
of competitive dates reads:- 
 
September 1st, 15th and 29th; October 13th and 27th; 
November 10th and 24th; December 8th; January 5th 
and 19th; February 2nd and 16th; March 2nd, 16th and 
30th; April 13th and 27th and May 11th. 
 
The Christmas Whist Drive will be held on Saturday 
18th, 2010 and as mentioned above the prize giving 
drive will be held on Wednesday, May 25th 2011. 
    
Last season the drives attracted, on average, between 
eight and nine tables in play and though this is just about 
sustainable after payments for rent and prizes [the priz-
es for the whist are duplicated for the draw, so if you 
miss out on a good whist score, then your draw ticket 
may well reward you] has been taken into      account, 
additional support really would be welcome. The costs 
for the evening’s entertainment are          extremely 
modest; £1,50 for your whist card and 50p for a strip of 
five draw tickets - and there are no limits as to how 
many strips you may purchase! 
 

Bridge  The highlight for the local bridge enthusiasts in 
the past two months has been a competition to raise 
funds to help with the maintenance of Gussage St.    
Andrew church. Organised by John Davis and hosted by 
the Tarrant Gunville Bridge Club [six tables would have 
been difficult to fit into the Sports’ Pavilion] the evening 
was a great success with a hundred pounds raised. In 
addition to the bridge, superb refreshments were    
provided and here a vote of grateful thanks goes to 
Bobbie Carter, Chris Haskell and Jean Mayne who made 
certain that all were well fed and watered. Of the bridge 
itself, the standard of play was high with three small 
slams bid, and made, but the surprise of the evening was 
the excellent performance of Doug and Christopher 
Haskell who, on their own admission, have been away 
from the tables for the better part of five years. Within 
the first four deals they were back in the groove bidding 
and making the first of their two small slams. From that 
point on they accelerated away to emerge as the     
runaway east-west winners with an overall score of 
5,490 points [which included another small slam      
success]. 
   
The north-south victors, with 3,590 points, were John 
York and Betty White and it will not have escaped the 
regular readers of this column that along with Doug and 
Christopher, both are stalwarts at the whist tables. 
    
Meanwhile, the Tuesday afternoon bridge at the Sports’ 
Pavilion has continued to flourish. Recently, John Davis 
and Tim Stephens bid and made a small slam in        
diamonds and it is now common for the overall winner 
of a session to return a score well in excess of 3,000 
points. 
 

Bill Chorley 
01725 552776 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Could you be a Governor? 
If you are interested in helping children’s 

education, and can volunteer some of your time, 
you could become a school governor in Dorset. 

 
Sixpenny Handley First School 

needs a Community Governor.  You need no 
formal qualifications, but enthusiasm, team 

skills and 
commitment are important. 

 

For further information or to discuss 
becoming a governor contact either  

Dorset Governor Services on 01305 224156 
or the school on 01725 552356. 

 

Closing Date:  Friday 1st October 2010 
 

To apply contact:  
 

Mrs Jayne Alford 
Clerk to the Governors 
Sixpenny Handley First School, 
Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, Wiltshire  SP5 5NJ 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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First, an update:  the pair of Robins that utilised the old 
Swallow nest decided that it wasn’t for them after all 
and left after about a week.  
 
A fortnight ago we were happy to cut and bale four 
fields of hay without a sign of a drop of rain; as I write 
this, we are still waiting for rain to green up the pasture. 
It will take a lot of rain to penetrate down into the 
ground and swell up the crops. The knock-on effect of 
the dry period is that the grass has not grown and the 
stock have very little grazing. I think that a bale of hay 
may be very expensive this year. The dryness also    
effects ground nesting birds that rely on the moisture in 
the ground to keep the shell of the eggs in good       
condition for hatching. 
 
Our neighbour has four cats.  They are fed regularly and 
are well looked after. They don’t go anywhere near the 
feral cats in the barn that kill to live and wage a constant 
war on the rats and mice around the buildings. Killing is, 
however, in the cat’s make up, and two of her cats are 
very good at it - to my knowledge they have killed all 
the young doves and two broods of blackbirds. The 
deaths only highlight how many predators the song bird 
population has against it, and the successful raising of a 
brood is something to be enjoyed and celebrated. 
 
On the 5th June a fox entered a house in East London 
through patio doors and attacked the Koupparis twins. 
Since then, there has been a TV documentary and there 
has been a call to reduce the number of urban foxes. 
Boris Johnson said, “People like to think foxes are a 
wonderful addition to the flora and fauna of London but 
they are undoubtedly a pest.” The population of urban 

foxes is estimated to stand at about 500,000 in the UK 
and is thought to be rising. A study in Bristol estimated 
that eight percent of pets living in gardens were killed 
by foxes. This whole situation was brought home to me 
when we visited my son in London this last week end. I 
have lived in the country all my life and I can count on 
one hand the numbers of times I have seen a fox during 
the day. When I looked out of the kitchen window of 
my son’s first floor flat there, laying on the grass in the 
garden, was a dog fox, which apparently stays in the 
garden all day, everyday, only moving a few feet when 
my son gets his bike out of the shed. In the garden next 
door a vixen had raised a litter of cubs and they were 
happily playing in the flower borders. Over the course 
of the day we saw seven different foxes, all of whom 
were happily living in the confines of an urban garden. I 
think the problem of urban foxes is not just the      
numbers, but the fact that they have no fear of humans, 
so if they smell something tasty through a ground floor 
door they will enter the building. I only hope we never 
have rabies in the UK because, given the density of the 
fox population, it will spread like wildfire. 
 
July is the best butterfly month in the calendar, the time 
when the greatest number of species can be seen on 
the wing. The conservation headlands of uncut grass 
round the fields and the Buddleia we have planted in the 
hedge are major attractions. The flashing golden wings 
of both large and small skippers are now a common 
sight in hay fields, along woodland rides and on waste 
ground. But my favourites, the Tortoiseshell and the 
Peacock, are happy in the garden environment.  

Richard Harwood 

COUNTRY RAMBLES 
The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. We have it in trust. We must account for it 

for those who come after.  KING GEORGE VI 

CHASE COMMUNITY FRIENDS 
 

 
 
 

On Friday, 11th June, 49 of our 
regular Social Day Centre guests 
and helpers enjoyed a summer 

coach trip to Weymouth,       
followed by cream teas at Pine 

Lodge Farm, Bockhampton.   
A happy day was enjoyed         

by everyone. 
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I must start by congratulating some of you.  Well done, 
Doris, Don and Patrick for getting a HOT SHOT (9 
shots) in one of the matches.  This has not been done in 
a very long time!  And congratulations to Brian, our 
President, for reaching the finals in the County Singles!  
We are all doing very well.  At the time of writing we 
are top of the MTL league, and the men’s team is   
keeping up with the rest. 
 
In June, six of us went to the Gala Day in Victoria Park, 
which was very successful as usual.  It is always very 
nice to meet up with old and new friends. 
 
We had our Open Day in July.  There were not as many 
people as we would have liked, but the sun was shining 
and the people that were there did enjoy themselves.   
 

 
We hope some of the people who tried our game might 
come back for more! 
 
The day of the Street Fayre started off with rain, but 
luckily it cleared up in the afternoon and lots of people 
visited our stall and everybody had a good time. 
 
It was a very hot day when some players from Bishops 
Caundle visited us.  They are only used to playing    
indoors, so it was quite a challenge for them to play on 
our green and it took them a while to get used to it.  
They did very well and we all enjoyed tea and the draw 
afterwards. 
 
I hope we will be successful during the rest of the    
season and that the sun keeps shining! 

Bea  

The village school was built in 1873, coming into service 
in 1874.  It was an elementary school for 5 to 14 year 
olds, financed by Dorset County Council.  This         
superseded the Old School situated by the side of the 
church, which was installed in 1841.  Prior to that there 
was no school, nor education. 
 
The Principles of the school were a Mr and Mrs Wright 
who lived in the adjacent school house for many years.  
They also had a backup of several teachers who lived 
locally.  Mrs Wright looked after the musical needs of 
the school. 
 
After morning assembly and calling of the registers, a 
pupil would read a paragraph from the Bible.  This was 
then followed by Mrs Wright playing the piano whilst 
we sang a couple of verses from a hymn which was  
often “Onward Christian Soldiers“ or “He Who Would 
Valiant Be”.  Good rousing stuff to start the day! 
 
Empire day on May 24th was always commemorated at 
the school.  The pupils put on a patriotic concert at 
about 11.00 am for mums and dads to attend.  The  
children would dress up in various costumes depicting  
the countries of the Empire, and perform with poems 
and sketches.  Patriotic songs were played on the piano 
by Mrs Wright, to which we all had to sing.  Most prev-
alent were the ‘National Anthem’, ‘Jerusalem’  and ‘Rule 
Britannia’.  This was a time when Britannia really did 
rule the waves!  Kidnapping and piracy, which     hap-
pens on the high seas today would, in those days, have 
received short shrift   How things have changed!  
 
A vivid recollection of mine was the school refreshment 
facility which amounted to an enamel mug chained to an 
outside water tank at the rear of the building for all to 

use.  The toilet block was nothing to boast about as 
there was no mains water in the village, buckets being 
the order of the day.  These were emptied periodically 
into a kind of mobile container and transported by a 
local resident across the road to the allotments the 
other side of the road where the contents were      
disposed of.  How primitive was that! 
 
Mr Wright was keen on physical fitness, although this 
was rather limited as no equipment available.  This   
usually meant jumping up and down and waving your 
arms about, and a few knees full bend thrown in,     
followed by running around the perimeter of the sports 
field. 
  
Mr Wright’s pride and joy were the school gardens.  
Boys from the top class were paired off and allocated a 
plot of land to cultivate and grow crops which they 
were allowed to keep.  The gardens were situated on 
the site of the local allotments, not far away, but visible 
from the school.  You always had the feeling that ‘Old 
Bill’ was watching, and often he was.  The gardens were 
well kept, and a credit to all concerned. 
 
Bill Wright, as he was usually referred to, was not 
known for a sense of humour, nor did he participate in 
village events, but kept rather aloof from other people.  
However, in my opinion, he was a very good teacher, a 
disciplinarian, and would do his utmost for anyone 
showing a bit of promise. 
 
I left school at the age of 14 years with no qualifications 
whatsoever, but have managed to survive.  Thanks to 
the RAF for teaching me a trade. 

                                                                                                        
Peter Bailey 

The village school of Sixpenny Handley:  1934 - 42 inclusive 

SIXPENNY HANDLEY BOWLS CLUB 
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Thursday, July 1st, is a day to remember for all the    
inhabitants living down the lane known as ‘Between 
Gates’ here at Woodcutts. The experience for me   
personally started around midday as I turned off the 
main Salisbury/Blandford road at the junction just  north
-east of the Inn on the Chase onto the road which is 
named Straight Lane on the Sat Nav.  Immediately in 
front of me was a truck laden with various tools,  
wheelbarrows and a pile of tarmac. This truck drove 
leisurely northwards up towards the Handley/Shaftsbury 
road until it came to the left hand turn into ‘Between 
Gates’. Without stopping it made its way down to a 
point just past our cottage, where it stopped.  It had left 
room for me to pull into my usual parking place and as I 
got out of the car to enter our garden the truck driver 
called out to me to ask if this was the lane leading to 
Champs Farm. When assured that it was, he thanked 
me and turned his vehicle round and started back up 
the lane. For the next hour he and his mate proceeded 
to fill six pot holes that a council worker had previously 
randomly selected and indicated in need of repair by 
drawing white lines around them with his aerosol paint.   
 
What are we to expect next? Will it be a white line 
down the middle of the lane? Could it even be double 
yellow lines down each side of our busy thoroughfare 
to prevent injudicious parking, which, if practised, would 
create a complete traffic snarl-up with unimaginable 
chaos, when rush hour traffic would come to a grinding 
halt! Twenty six people live in this suburb of Woodcutts 
including Meg (Madge) and myself, as well as several 
dogs, cats, chicken and goodness knows how many  
rabbits, so it is important to keep the traffic rolling. As 
useful as the yellow lines would be, there would appear 
to be little use for the white line down the middle of 
our lane, as in wet summers and most winters we    
already have a green one. 
 
What would be handy and very practical would be a 
roundabout at the junction of the lane ‘Between Gates’ 
and the lane down to the School House, just outside of 
number 1 Priory Cottages. This would prevent        
unauthorised turning on the grass opposite our front 
gate, where we often park our 4x4. In fact, this although 
initially expensive, could save us money. Two weeks ago 
an unidentified car turned around at this spot when our 
car was already parked there. Our vehicle received  
considerable damage while this particular car           
manoeuvred and turned and drove away without leaving 
a visiting card. 
 
As mentioned above, our car is a 4x4 and many people 
ask why someone as interested in and having such a 
love for the countryside and the environment generally 
as I have should drive such a vehicle. The reason is quite 
simple; most of my working life was spent in farm   
management and it is essential to all farmers and farm 
managers to be able to look over hedges to see how 

every other farmer’s crops are doing as they travel the 
countryside. The reason for the 4x4 is not only to give 
that extra height to be able to see over the hedges but 
also to be able to get back onto the road after driving 
into ditches while looking over the hedges. If you have 
an interest in the countryside generally, you also let 
your eyes wander to look at a woodland carpet of  
bluebells, or to see if the cowslips are in flower or to 
identify a bird that catches your eye, all of which are 
legitimate reasons for running off the road. 
 
Talking of birds brings us to the red kites in our area. In 
the last edition of the Downsman I said that it wasn’t 
known if, in fact, there was a pair of them here. Since 
then I have been reliable told that there has been a pair 
seen nesting in Rushmore Park and there have been 
several different sightings of individual male and female 
birds. Added to this, Roy, who lives at the end of the 
lane and gets up at some ridiculous hour of the morning 
to be at work in Salisbury by 5.00 am, has seen three 
kites flying together over his cottage early in the   
morning; so we can only assume that one has, in fact, 
fledged. There are some suggestions that this pair have 
been around Rushmore for two years or more. 
 
Whilst on the subject of birds I must mention the huge 
number of swallows already collecting just north of the 
Cashmore area, as if ready for their late August/
September migration. The telephone wires, which are 
their preferred perches seemed weighed down with 
them on occasions. Are they thinking of going early  
because of the very dry summer and a shortage of food? 
 
It is not only the birds that are suffering because of the 
dry summer.  Farmers, too, are particularly affected. 
Those with livestock have seen first cut silage yields 
some 30% lower than usual and hay cuts as much as 
40% lower. Grazing is also seriously affected with    
resultant milk yields down, with poorer performances 
than expected for beef and sheep. Perhaps a wet     
autumn will allow a late October cut of silage to be tak-
en, as it is in Ireland. If not, stock numbers will have to 
be reduced or more expensive food will have to be 
imported, pushing up prices of the human foodstuffs of 
dairy produce and meats in the shops. The arable men 
aren’t any better, off with anticipated crop yields lower 
than average. This will push up grain prices and increase 
imports and decrease our food security as an island 
nation. With more and more people living in the UK 
this can only mean a greater dependency on imports. 
 
One crop that will probably not be too seriously affect-
ed will be the potato as most growers would normally 
rely to a large extent on irrigation systems. Hopefully in 
this case, and in the case of many vegetable crops which 
also depend on irrigation, there will not be a problem. 
 
And on the subject of 

MAJOR ROAD WORKS AT WOODCUTTS 

Continued on page 19 
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Mobile Library Schedule    -    Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 
Dean Lane       3.50 – 4.05 August 5th,  19th 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30         September 9th,  23rd      October 7th 

potatoes, I must tell you about ‘Old Bob’. ‘Old Bob’ was 
always ‘old’ as far as I was  concerned as a youngster. 
He was, I suppose, what would today be called a yokel. 
He had never travelled more that twelve miles from his 
home in the village of Blackmoor and for him to travel 
on the bus to         Petersfield, just eight miles away, 
was a huge adventure. His main interest in life, after his 
work on the farm, was his abnormally large garden 
which he tended with great love and care. At that time 
we all started work at 7.00 am, but Bob would already 
have done an hour of digging or whatever seasonal task 
was necessary before that. In the wintertime he would 
have a lantern alight hanging on a forked, hazel stick so 
that he could see to work away in the garden, any time 
from five in the morning or until eight o’clock in the 
evening. 
 
His main passion was growing potatoes. He had a family 
of his wife and three daughters but he grew prodigious 

amounts of ‘spuds’ as all country people called them. To 
get into conversation with Bob you had to be prepared 
to talk about ‘spuds’, but you soon learnt not to ask him 
in the autumn time, when it came to his potato harvest, 
just how his crop had done. He had a stock answer to 
all. “Well, some’s as big as marbles, some’s as big as 
peas, and all the rest is little uns.” The number of times 
I heard him say that were innumerable and despite   
expecting it, I always laughed. ‘Old Bob’ was a true 
countryman and despite counting myself a true man of 
the soil, I’ll never have the understanding of all things 
natural that he had. I am eternally grateful to ‘Old Bob’ 
and all the other countrymen I worked with and knew 
who taught me so much. 
 
On this note, I will say goodbye and God bless. 
 

Ted Cox   (July 2010) 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Denise and Simon Meaden would like to thank everyone who attended the open farm Sunday in 
June and everyone who helped before, during and after the event.  The weather was kind and the 

event was enjoyed by many. 
Simon Meaden 
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THE NORTH DORSET BUSINESS GROUP 
 

An opportunity for like-minded business people to meet in a relaxed, social setting 
for chats and insights 

 
 
In April I was delighted to make the move of home and office from Wimborne to Sixpenny Handley. However,       
attending breakfast clubs and professional events in the Bournemouth/Poole conurbations seemed such a chore on 
top of a day's work with a 90 minute round trip.  
 
With that in mind, I am anxious to discover if there is sufficient interest to establish a regular meeting point for people 
who are either working in business, community organisations or local authorities who live or work within easy     
travelling distance of Sixpenny Handley.  The key words are "de-isolation", "informality" and "beneficial" for you to 
attend.  The Club will be known as the North Dorset Business Group (NDBG). 
 
How might the NDBG benefit you? 
It might be that amongst the members of the NDBG you may find help for your business plans, business development 
and product promotions, or need help in areas such as Personnel, IT, Finance, PR, Projects, HSE, Quality, Legal , etc.   
It would be fantastic if, from amongst our members, we could establish local relationships for mutual business benefit, 
providing a forum where professionals can mix with the local businesses to help make a positive impact on local    
businesses and community organisations within the immediate area.  I like the phrase "de-isolating" and that's what we 
will be about.   
 
Here's some unanswered questions. "What's the format of the meeting?"  "Where shall we meet?" "How often?"  
"When shall we meet?" "Where's the value to me?" "What will it cost?" "What will make it an "imperative" event to 
attend?"  These are open questions that can be addressed and answered at our first  meeting and will help form a 
framework for our twelve month programme. 
 
First Exploratory Meeting: 
When:  Monday 6th September 
Time:  Arrive from 17:00 to start by 17:30  
Where:  Rushmore Park Golf Club, Tollard Royal, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 5QB.     
 This is signposted from the B3081 between Sixpenny Handley and Tollard Royal.  The Clubhouse 
 offers ample free car parking. 
Frequency: You won't have to attend every month or stay all evening, but it is hoped that many will want to. 
Agenda:  Let's introduce ourselves and come prepared to offer ideas for what could become a very beneficial
 group.  
 
Call to Action: 
Please let me know if you wish to attend which will give me a chance to manage the logistics. All communications for 
the NDBG are as follows: 
 Contact:  John Cornish  
 Telephone: 01725 553199   
 Email: john@microplanning.co.uk 
 On-line:  www.linkedin.com  "North Dorset Business Group" 
   
I look forward to hearing from you shortly. 
 

John Cornish 
 
 
About John Cornish:  John has lived in Dorset all his life with a long career in the high-tech electronics industry  
and is now Managing Director at Micro Planning International Ltd. He gained an MBA from Bournemouth University in 
1995, and is a Fellow of The CIM, a Chartered Marketer and a Member of the APM. 
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TWIGSNAPPER’S TREE TIPS 

 
 

Phytopthora:   from the Greek meaning plant killer  
 
 

It is with a sense of urgency and growing concern that my feature is written this time.  
 
We are seeing the development of a potentially devastating pandemic that would make the Dutch Elm pandemic look 
like a mere bagatelle: just a historical footnote.  
 
Phytopthora is a genus of a fungal family with many members, each in turn being difficult or impossible to treat. The 
great potato famine of Ireland was caused by Potato Blight (Phytopthora infestans).  Phytopthora root-rot kills nearly 
as many trees and shrubs as Honey Fungus. We are now seeing English oak tree,s as well as horse chestnuts, under 
threat of annihilation from Phytopthora bleeding canker.  
 
As yet, I have only come across bleeding canker in horse chestnuts, but according to forestry research notes, oak 
decline is spreading throughout the country with the nearest confirmed outbreak in the midlands. There is a degree 
of inevitability that oak decline syndrome will be here in Dorset within the year. 
 
My industry is now in the frontline of a war that we cannot afford to lose. I have had success in keeping this disease 
at bay over the years because of my in-depth knowledge and an understanding of the trees’ own defence systems.  
 
It is vital to inform your local arborist about any bleeding cankers and general ill health in all tree species as early 
diagnosis and treatment is essential and together we can help to avert catastrophe.  

 
 

Is my Ceanothus dead? 
 
This was a question from Linda of Sheasby Close who noticed that her lovely blue flowering shrub had shrivelled 
brown leaves and looked generally bedraggled.  
 
To check whether or not any shrub is actually dead you must scratch the bark.  If it is moist and white or a light 
green colour underneath the bark (the cambium layer), it is alive.  If the cambium layer is a dry, brown colour this 
part of the shrub is dead.  However, if the stem still has moist, fresh cambium, then it may be possible to prune back 
to living tissue to save the plant.  
 
Ceanothus doesn’t like an exposed position and is intolerant of wind and frost.  In Linda’s case the Ceanothus was, 
indeed, very dead, so what had killed it?   
 
Until I winched out the whole shrub to expose the roots for examination, I couldn’t really tell.  It then became very 
clear that it was the great arboricultural nemesis, Phytopthora root rot.   The genus Phytopthora has become a    
significant and insidious pathogen of the last few years as it contains a large number of species that causes foliage 
blights, fruit rots and bark cankers in a wide variety of plants.  These are fungus-like organisms whose spores are 
spread by water.  These spores can remain dormant in soil until coming into contact with an appropriate food 
source.  After Honey Fungus, Phytopthora is the most common form of root and stem-base decay in a wide range of 
trees and shrubs.  
 
 
 

Paul McDermott  
Director, Dorset Trees & Hedges 

07771 710919 / 01725 552985 
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How to pick the perfect pressie 
Planning a gift.  How to pick the 

right gift by recognising hints front a 
loved one. 

Good facial expression:  intense face gaz-
ing.  They’ll continue to scan long after the 
gift has been mentioned, watching to see 
you got the hint. 
Bad facial expression:  you mention the 
gift idea and they perform a horizontal 
right-left eye dart, suggesting a desire for 
escape, plus a thin smile. 
Good vocal tone:  a man’s tone will dip 
with pleasure, a woman’s will rise slightly 
and become rather breathless. 
Bad vocal tone:  a man’s voice rises,   
attempting to be polite, but then dips.  
This tends to be followed by a glassy-eyed 
stare out of the window or at the TV. 
Good body gestures:  the hands rise up in 
celebration.  In women this is often a hand
-clasp.  The hands are pulled in,   miming 
receipt of the gift. 
Bad boy gestures:  mixed messages like a 
head-nod to agree, combined with folded 
arms to suggest a lack of acceptance. 
Good working:  specific, as in, “I’d love a 
monogrammed double suit carrier with 
external pockets and tie rack.” 
Bad wording:  a plea aimed at your benefit, 
as in, “A soup blender?”  “Yes, that would 
be absolutely fantastic, but are you sure 
you want to spend that much?” 

Giving a gift:  how to know you’ve 
picked a good one 

Good facial expression:  a quick glance at 
your face using a softened, happy eye ex-
pression, then eyes fixed on the gift. 
Bad facial expression:  eyes flickering to 
the upper right before answering.  This is 
so they can access the part of the brain to 
do with lying. 
Good body gestures:  the gift is brought 
closer to them even hugged to their body. 
Bad body gestures:  lots of over-done arm 
waving, use of hands to speak, wide eyes 
and over-exaggerated smiling. 
Good wording:  less means more. When 
we’re really pleased we keep wording 
concise like, “Thank you so much.  It’s 
exactly what I wanted.” 
Bad wording:  questions like, “What is it?  
How did you choose this?” 
 
 
Forget all this and just come to 
Rob’s Auction in October (we 
will get it right for you).  If you 
are sorting out the house or have 
any items you could donate to 
the auction, please give me a 
ring.  Tel: 01725 552340. 
 

My Desk 
All that I ask is a desk 

With blotting paper white 
Changed every night. 

No litter, but the good 
Company of cool wood. 
A glass ink pot so clean 

My pen can wade therein 
Up to her waist and not 

Be liable to blot  - 
Also laid in her place 
A crystal pencil case, 

And in the glassy bed - 
Pencils.  New, sharpened, 
Nothing to vex the soul 
In the neat pigeon-hole. 
And, finally, there must 
Be not a speck of dust. 

 
 
The Village Book is now on sale 
in the village shops.  Price £5.  
Over 300 copies have been sold 
so far, so don’t miss out.  Go and 
get your  copy  before it’s too 
late.  Profits are going back into 
the village.   
 
Many thanks to Ros, for all her 
hard work. 
 
 

I know a young lass called Kath, 
Who got dolled up and had a bath. 

Off to the party she did go 
Singing, hi ho, hi ho. 
The night went on, 

The drink went down, 
And soon she was near to the ground. 

But fun was had, and she’s not bad, 
I think it was just a passing fad. 

 
 

There are two sides of the balance 
sheet;  the left side and the right side.  
On the left side there is nothing right, 
and on the right side there is nothing 
left.   Income  -  Expense = Total nil 
 
 
I used to collect coins as a hobby, but 
I soon gave it up.  I couldn’t make 
head or tails of it. 

 
 
 
 

 

Summer Sun 
Great is the sun, and wide he goes 

Through empty heaven with repose; 
And in the blue and glowing days 

More thick than rain he showers his rays. 
 

Though closer still the blinds we pull 
To keep the shady parlour cool, 
Yet he will find a chink or two 

To slip his golden fingers through. 
 

The dusty attic, spider-clad 
He, through the keyhole maketh glad; 
And through the broken edge of tiles 

Into the laddered hay-loft smiles. 
 

Meantime his golden face around 
He bares to all the garden ground, 

And sheds a warm and glittering look 
Among the ivy’s inmost nook. 

 
Above the hills, along the blue, 

Round the bright air with footing true, 
To please the child, to paint the rose, 
The gardener of the world, he goes. 

Accr. R.L. Stevenson 
 
 
 
If you live in a grass hut and fall behind 
with the rent, are you turfed out? 
 
 
Two men out walking through a 
graveyard with their dogs.  One man 
turns to the other and says, 
“Morning.”  The other man replied, 
“No, just walking the dog.” 
 
 

They do what they want 
They rarely listen to you 

They’re totally unpredictable 
When you want to play 
They want to be alone 

When you want to be alone 
They want to play 

They expect you to cater to their 
every whim 

They have hair everywhere. 
Guess what it is. 
(They’re cats). 

 
 
Did I mention about the book on 
sale and Rob’s auction in Octo-
ber?  All profits go to the village. 
 

Thanks. 
Rob 

ROB’S COLUMN 
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Sixpenny Handley First School News  
 
This term, the Robins have been learning about different countries and cultures. They have enjoyed 
‘visiting’ France, singing songs in French, as well as making salt dough baguettes and patisseries to sell 
at their boulangerie. They have ‘sped off’ to India where they discovered the sun is like a ferocious 
tiger and the monsoon rain is like a waterfall from the sky. They have painted crocodiles, snakes, ele-
phants and monkeys, as well as comparing baguettes with naan bread, tasting dhal, chapattis and man-
go. Next stop is China; I wonder what they will find there?  
 
The children in Year 1 have been learning all about Incredible India! We started our learning by flying 
off from Sixpenny Handley to Mumbai using Google Earth! We have learnt all about the animals that 
live in this fantastic country and have made a large peacock for our classroom! We have also used clay 
to create elephants and some tiger faces. It is a super theme and we are all enjoying it! Last week we 
learnt about the weather and discovered that sometimes there is lots of rain and these are called 
monsoons. We are hoping to taste some Indian food on our special India day in a couple of weeks. 
 

Our King Henry VIII Banquet Day! 
Kestrels class have been busy finding the answer to our question…Who’s the King of the castle?  To 
celebrate the end of our theme we held our own Banquet Day.  We all came to school dressed up in Tu-
dor costumes.  Our teacher, Miss Starmer, was King Henry VIII!  We baked Queen of Hearts jam 
tarts and enjoyed tasting them with Mums and Dads at the end of the day.  We even brought in our 
own Tudor lunch and drank out of goblets!  We learnt some Tudor dances and showed them to the 
whole school in our Royal Class Assembly.  We enjoyed our theme so much that we even went to visit 
Portland Castle.  Did you know that Henry VIII built this castle?   
We are now enjoying our new theme . . . on your marks, get set . . . GROW!      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tag Rugby Festival 

On Friday, 30th April, the Woodpeckers class from Sixpenny Handley entered a Tag Rugby tournament 
organised by the Local Authority.  In the competition there were 35 different teams from around the 
county and all the children demonstrated excellent sportsmanship. Sixpenny Handley came 2nd on the 
day by only one try. The Years 3 and 4 children all played really well and were very tired by the end of 
the day! Super team work, Handley.   Well done! 
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DTH Landscapes & Garden Maintenance 

 
 

• Scarifying ,aerating, feeding, weeding, moss and mole control  
 
• Lawn care from just green to bowling green 

 
• Fences, patios, pergolas & arbours  

 
• Experts in hard and soft landscaping 

 
• Garden design by Chelsea Silver Gilt medallist  

 
• Hedge masters;  planted, laid, trimmed and topiary  

 

Contact:  Paul McDermott 
Day:  07771 710919            Evenings:  01725 552985  
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Several years ago, in about 2005 / 2006,  I made a visit 
to the Handley churchyard.  With me was a colleague, 
Mrs Margaret Yeatman  (nee Pullman ).  We are both 
longtime members of the Somerset and Dorset Family 
History Society, with the purpose of visiting      
churchyards to locate family headstones, record the 
inscriptions, and take photographs, if possible. 
 
Entering the churchyard a gentleman came up to us 
who said we were walking on the grass, and had    
trodden on some trefoils (type of clover).  We were 
slightly taken aback and bemused by this, but the    
gentleman went on to explain that this was now a nat-
ural habitat for wildlife and had been sectioned off as 
habitat for various types of wildlife creatures.  I did 
point out that standing in that part of the churchyard, 
looking out over the former Handley common, it was 
possible to see a mass of fields, hedgerows, and in the 
distance, woods that had been there for hundreds of 
years.  Ah, but that was different;  the fields had been 
cultivated, although he omitted to mention the   
hedgerows and woods.  However we were allowed to 
carry on with what we had intended, but we had to be 
careful. 
 
But back to the purpose of our visit:  from previous 
information we knew that there were two Pullman 
headstones situated in the lower part of the      
churchyard, close to a low wall which used to border 
what was known as a  timber yard and which is now 
housing.  Walking over a thick mass of decaying grass, 
and possibly many graves, the first headstone was easy 
to find, except that a large sapling had grown out of 
the grave.   The second was much more difficult to 
locate:  we finally found it under a great mound of ivy. 
 
My friend, Margaret, formerly a Pullman, was born in 
Woodcutts, but never lived in Handley.  However  
several of her ancestors did, one being known as Blind 
Jim Poolman who, from the age of 17, played the organ 
in Handley church for 44 years. 

 
We then moved on to my great grandparents, George 
and Emma Bailey.  Their grave is situated much higher 
in the churchyard, close to one corner and adjacent to 
a large patch of nettles, destined to become a haven 
for slowworms.   We left the churchyard with rather 
mixed feelings. 
 
Then in early May of this year, I had a visit from my 
grandson who had just returned from Afghanistan.  As 
he was interested in where his forbears came from, 
and never having been to the village before, it was  
decided to have a pub lunch and explore the village.  I 
showed him the house where I was raised – No. 5 
Common Road and also 7 Chase Crescent where we 
once lived.  However, overcome by curiosity I made a 
second visit to the churchyard.  On entering through 
the Lichgate I was pleasantly surprised to find that the 
grass had been trimmed in the immediate area and was 
tidy.  Further on, however, was a much different    
picture.  The lower part where we had searched years 
before was completely overgrown with cow parsley at 
a great height, although across the middle someone 
had trimmed a walkway through the long grass close to 
a group of recent graves, some of whom I had known 
personally. 
 
I feel that the title of ‘Living Churchyard’ is a          
misnomer.  An appropriate title would be ‘The       
Wilderness’.  How is this going to benefit the ecology 
and environment of the village, set deep in the      
countryside, I wonder?  I have no aversion to wildlife - 
everything deserves a place - but is this the right place? 
 
This is not common land, but church land which, in my 
opinion, is supposed to be sanctified and hallowed 
ground and should therefore command a certain    
reverence and respect which I, personally, feel is    
lacking.  

                                                                                                                             
Peter Bailey 

Sixpenny Handley Churchyard  -  A Personal View 

Are they lucky for you? 
 

By Rob 
 

Touching wood Finding a penny Seeing a shooting star 
 
Making a wish on a roast chicken wishbone Throwing salt over your shoulder 
 
Saluting a magpie Wishing on a loose eyelash Seeing a black cat 
 
Bird droppings falling on you or your car Catching dandelion seeds in the breeze 
 
Buying at the Auction!` 
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Mobile 
Bars 

 
 

Bars for every occasion 
Weddings, Parties, Festivals 

 
 

Very Low Set up Costs 
 

Wide Range of Available Products 
 

Able to suit your needs; from a small drinks party 
to a large wedding or festival 

 
Contact us now 

M: 07590429540 
E:bpholden7@gmail.com 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTSDAIRY HOUSE PLANTS  
 

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT 
(Chalke Valley) 

 
 

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL 
AND COTTAGE GARDEN 

FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,  
also annuals, vegetables 

and some shrubs 
 
 

Open Saturday and Sunday, 
April to October 

 
Contact Jane on 01722 780839 

or 07970 069599 
e-mail:  janeyadrian@aol.co.uk  

 
  

 
 

 

MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD. 

BUILDING 
SERVICES 

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 
 

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN 
 

DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER 
 

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY, 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE, SP5 5PA    

Telephone/Fax: 01725 552888     E-mail: mandcltd@btconnect.com        
Web:www.maidmentandcarter.com 

 
• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
• BRICKWORK 
• STONEWORK 
• PLUMBING 
• ELECTRICAL 
• DECORATION 
• ROOFING 
• DRAINAGE 

• KITCHENS 
• BATHROOMS 
• INSURANCE WORK 
• UPVC DOORS, 

WINDOWS, FASCIAS ETC 
• FITTED BEDROOMS 
• QUICK RESPONSE 
• FREE ESTIMATES 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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“Children flourish in a happy and relaxed atmosphere 
conducive to learning“ 

Successful OFSTED inspection report 2007 
 

Call Emma: 01725 552412  or Andrea: 01725 552392 for more information. 
  

The Chase Pre-School is a non-profit making organisation. Registered Charity No. 
1033941. 

We aim to provide a safe happy caring environment 
where children aged 3-5 years may flourish 

£6.00 per 
session 

funding available 
for 3 year olds 

Lunch Club 
£1.50  

Link Group 
Sessions run 
at Sixpenny 

Handley First 
School 

Sessions 
Tues, Wed,  

9.00am-2.30pm 
Thursday 

9.00am-12.00am 
Lunch 11.30-12.00 

Secure 
Facilities 
Including 

outdoor play 
area 

Venue 
Sixpenny 
Handley  

Village Hall 
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VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

GP REFERRAL SCHEME 

Are you suffering from a recurring injury? 
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a 

medical condi on?   

Then you can take part in the referral scheme. 
 

How do I get on the scheme? 
 

You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or  
physiotherapist.  They will give you a prescrip on to  
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is 

contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consulta on. 
The consulta on will involve a 30 minute discussion of 

your medical history and health checks. 
A follow up appointment will then be made for you 

to come and start exercising.   
 

Your instructor will guide you though your exercise 
programme and will advise on how o en to exercise. 
Ini ally, your sessions will be supervised un l you feel 

confident to start exercising independently.  
Your instructor will also review your exercise 

programme every 8 weeks! 
 

For informa on on the cost of the GP referral scheme please 
contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.  
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Lifeline is an emergency alarm system that gives you the 
reassurance that help is available – 24 hours a day. 

 
Peace of mind for you and your family at the touch of a 

button. 
 

For more information or to arrange a Free demonstration 
Call Lifeline on:  01202 864224 or 01202 864225 

             E-mail:   lifeline@edha.co.uk 
                          www.edha.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Valley Gardens & Earthworks 
From courtyards to country gardens 

 
Have your garden creatively designed and beautifully  

landscaped to create a place of  inspiration and tranquillity 
 

We provide all aspects of  garden design, landscaping and 
maintenance 

 
For a reliable and professional service please contact: 

Chris on 01722 781197 or Glenn and Jane on 01725 552152 
Email: valleygardens@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Enjoy the freedom and flexibility of 
self catering.  

The Hayloft cottage for 2 with spa 
bath. Short breaks available all year. 
The Stables self catering suite for 2 

(min. 2 night stay).  
Generous Welcome Pack included.  

 EBBLESWAY COURTYARD 
High Road, Broadchalke. 

Situated 1/2 way between the White Hart & the Queens Head pubs. 

Retaining the character & charm of the original buildings plus latest modern luxury 
fittings . Contact Gail or Peter Smalley on 01722 780182 for a  brochure or visit   

www.ebbleswaycourtyard.co.uk   ««««  

Friends or relatives coming to stay? 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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            acoustic/electric 
            lead/rhythm/improvisation 
            blues-pop-rock etc. 
 

half price taster lesson 
home visits 
 

over 35 years experience 

guitar lessons 
 

Dave Gray –  01725 552503 
  07751 566342 
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• New Build 
• Extensions 
• Barn & Loft Conversions 
• Conservatories 
• Project Management Services 
• Replacement Windows & Doors 
• Fitted Kitchens 
• Bed & Bathrooms 

 
All building works undertaken 

References Available 
 
CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR  

PROJECT 

3G BUILDING &  
CONSTRUCTION LLP 

Partners: M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard 

Tel/fax: 01725 552412 
Mobile: 07817 606718 

e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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SWIMMING AT 
SANDROYD 

 
Fridays mornings 

Watertots -  from 4 months 
Minnows  -  pre school lessons 

 
Saturdays 

Swimming club for all abilities 
 
 

Fully qualified teachers 
and lifeguards 

Members of the Institute 
of Swimming 

 
For more details contact: 

Gill Patterson    01747 850856  
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BUILDING 
ROOFING 

PLUMBING 
PLASTERING 

GENERAL 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Phone    01725 552860 
Mobile    07857 593093 

ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS   

CASHMOOR 
PROPERTY 
SERVICES 

          
 

RENT A HUSBAND 
 
 
 

 

For all those jobs your hubby never 
finds time to do: 

 
Window cleaning, electrics fitted,  

plumbing fixed, 
patio jet cleaning, gutters cleared and  

leaf stops fitted, extra sockets,  
 bulbs, switches, curtain rails, handles,  

taps etc replaced, 
painting, grouting, sealing around the bath. 

 
You name it and I’ll do it! 

 

No job too small 
References available 

 

Low rates, too! 
 

Call Ted on 07900 960325 or 
01725 552084 
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YOGA 
CLASSES 

GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

In Teacher's Home Studio 
Day and Evening 

Beginners & Improvers 
Private Classes 

Yoga for Pregnancy 
 
 

Mrs Prim Young 
01258 841364  

E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk    
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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 S WALLWORTH 
 ELECTRICAL  SERVICES 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS 
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES 
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING 
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING 
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING 
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS 
ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS 
 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
 
SIMON WALLWORTH                                        
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   SP5 5PA 
TEL: 01725 552545 
MOB: 07826 928759 
 
SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK 

 

GOODFELLOW & SON 
 

GENERAL BUILDING, 
PAINTING/DECORATING 

 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

 
OFTEC REG. FOR OIL BURNERS 

 
(01722780688/780055/780419 

 
A family run business for over 45 years 
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Mr R. A. CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
Mobile 07778603559 

SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR CARPET & 
VINYL NEEDS 

 1st class personal service, 
samples brought to your door, 
just pick up the phone and call 

Kevin Armstrong  
01258 840056 
07767774021 

armstrongkvn@aol.com 
        

 

R.JAMES 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

 
 

61 High Street       Sixpenny Handley               Salisbury 

Bespoke Furniture 
 

Kitchen Installations 
 

Roof Construction 
 

Outdoor Structures 
 

Repairs & Maintenance 
and more 

 

01725 552098 

Fully qualified carpenter 
with over 10 years        
experience 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Free quotes and advice 
 

Fast, friendly and         
reliable service 
 

07818 321182 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 
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Corbett Pest Control 
   

          Royal Society of Health Qualified 
 
 
  Moles, rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, pigeons, 

 wasps, fleas, cockroaches, flies, bedbugs, 
          moths, bee swarm removal etc.. 

 
 

For All Your Pest Problems 
 Call- 01722 780946 

 
           corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com 

 
       3 Thatched Cottage, Fifield Bavant SP5 5HU 
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mailto:corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com


53 

The Downsman  August  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

 

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD 
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE 

 
—————————————————— 

IAN HARRIS    
MIPRE 

—————————————————— 
 

• Advice on repair of your existing 
equipment 

• Assistance in setting up and 
supply of new items 

• Loan sets available 
 

Call me, your local expert with over 
thirty years experience. 

 
Tel: 01747 870822  

Mobile: 07921 194816 

PATRICK 
ROSE 

 
 
 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 

 
Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 

S.R.P. 
 

Chartered and State Registered 
Physiotherapist 

 
Treatment for 

Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 

 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

 
Home Visits and Evening 

Appointments 
 

Telephone: 01725 552518 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


54 

The Downsman       August  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


55 

The Downsman  August  2010  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

            Sixpenny Handley.             Tel: 01725 559181 

General Mechanical Repairs 

• Servicing & Repairs to Cars & Light Vans 
• MOT’s 
• Light Bodywork Repairs 
• Mechanical Restoration. Engine Rebuilds etc. 
• MIG Welding  
• Light Fabrication 

• Petrol Lawnmower and Garden Machine Repair and Servicing 
• Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing 
• Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair 
• Motorcycle Servicing and Repair 
• Light Agricultural Repairs 

Local Estimates Freely Given             Reasonable Rates                      Reliable, Friendly Service 

     01725 559181 or 01725 552 348  or  07786 030640 (Out of Hours) 

By a Qualified Engineer 

Mobile or At Your Home  

Call Martyn Nash on : - 

Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in  
The Downsman are: 

Full page - £16  
Half page - £10  

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our book 6 but only pay for 5 
insertions offer continues with the 

annual rates (6 issues) being    
£80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value 

in reaching your local customers. 
 

We currently deliver  
The Downsman to approximately 
700 households within the parish.  
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The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion, 

Sixpenny Handley playing field every Thursday morning 
at 10.15 am to 11.45 am. 

We would love to see you at the coffee mornings to which all are 
welcome. Give it a try! 

 
For information please contact 01725 552404 

 
We can provide transport to the surgery, dentist, etc  

with a contribution from the user of 50p per mile to cover fuel costs. 
We can also help with the collection of prescriptions, 
local shopping for the house bound, and dog walking. 

We hold regular monthly Social Day Centres 
at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.  Please phone to find out more. 

We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 
that the CCF covers – please phone to find out more. 

It greatly helps if you can give us as much notice as possible 
if you need transport. 

 
 

CCF interest groups include a book club, and a record music group, 
as well as The Painting & Drawing Group which is held at the Pavilion. 

 
For any information about the Chase Community Friends, 

please phone 01725 552097. 
 

The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it within the 
Cranborne Chase villages. 

So come along and make new friends. 
 

“Have we missed you?”  
Or if you know some one who might like our help, please let us know. 

 
We are supported by Dorset County Council 

Social Services Committee. 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

  5 Aug Mobile Library 19 

6 Aug Endorse It In Dorset 4 

9 Aug W.I. American Supper 9 

19 Aug Mobile Library 19 

26 Aug Chase Garden Club 10 

26 Aug Barber of Seville, Tollard Green 
Farm 20 

28 RNLI Front Path Sale 9 

29 RNLI Front Path Sale 9 

   

   

   

   

   

   

6 Sept North Dorset Business Club 21 

8 Sept W.I. Quiz 9 

9 Sept Mobile Library 19 

11 Sept Cycle for Dorset Historic 
Churches 5 

11 Sept Film: “Flushed Away”, Village Hall 6 

13 Sept W.I. Talk 9 

15 Sept Copy Deadline 3 

23 Sept Mobile Library 19 

30 Sept Chase Garden Club 10 

   

1 Oct Next Issue 3 
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