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Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman.

Editor: Margaret Thorne, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley
Email: editor @thedownsman.or g.uk

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council

Parish Office: Opening Hours: Phone: 552211 / 553001
Unit 5B Tuesday 10am — 12 noon | Email :
Town Farm Workshops | Thursday 6pm — 7-30pm | sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk
to ensure your articles and news reach us

Advertising Costs

The rates to advertise in The Downsman are:
Full page - £16
Half page - £10
Quarter page - £5

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively.

The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers.

We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately
700 households within the parish.

Due to problems with production the Downsman Committee have decided
they can no longer entertain the insertion of flyers in future copies.

WA dwadaraaidaaaaaalaaadaaaaayaaad

The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the
1st February 2010

Copy Deadline isThursday 14th January 2010
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the
deadline which is required to allow for printing, production
and distribution
AN TSN TSN G T S A A A A A T A N T S A M T L L
Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley
with Pentridge Parish Council.
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within.
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Clerk’s Corner

The following new plans have been received:

3/09/0901 Bodenham Cottage, 5 The Hollow - Erect house and double garage.

3/09/0926 & 3/09/0954 — 67 High Street — Open front porch extension and replacement single storey rear
extension to form utility room and WC. Listed Building Application to include demolition of
existing single storey rear extension and replacement extension using slate roof tiles and open
front porch extension.

3/09/0948 Sixpenny Handley First School - Pre-School Building and access ramp.

3/09/0982 Burley Road Farm, Handley Common - Demolition of redundant farm buildings and
construction of new dairy, parlour and collecting yard building, feed hopper and slurry
compound and underground silage effluent tank.

The following plans have been previously considered:

3/09/0679 Sixpenny Handley Newsagents, 12 High Street — Single storey side/rear extension to
existing shop premised - Permitted.

3/09/0678 The Dairy Farm, Manor Farm, Handley Green - Change of use of farm building (A2/B1
use) to micro brewery (B2 use) - Permitted.

Gill Martin
Assistant Clerk to the Parish Council

Many congratulations to Victor on
reaching his 100th birthday.

(Please see page 9 for Godfrey Turner’s history of
Victor’s life)

VICTOR FRYER’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

Mr Victor Fryer of Sixpenny Handley would like to thank the many friends and family
who came to see him at his ‘At Home’ to celebrate his 100" birthday on 12th October
and for the many cards and presents.

Also, many thanks to the kind folk who erected the birthday banner
across the main street.

Again our thanks.

Richard & Marilyn (Son and Daughter-in-law)

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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MR & MRSR. MEDCALF

wish all the tenants of Handley Park
and their many friends
all good wishes

for a

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

and a prosperous NEW YEAR

Due to failing vision, Mrs Win Judd will
be unable to send Christmas cards this
THANK EVERYBODY FOR THE GET WELL

year. She wishes everyone a
CARDS, PHONE CALLS AND VISITS TO LES
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS ON HIS THREE WEEK STAY IN HOSPITAL; HE

and a IS SLOWLY MAKING GOOD PROGRESS.
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

LES AND BARBARA DAY WOULD LIKE TO

%% SHReD

Hopefully, members are now aware that there will be no collections during December and January
except on request. We are hopeful that we can persuade more households to join the scheme in the
New Year; otherwise this facility will be unable to continue. Everybody who uses the service realises
that it is invaluable, but without support it will fail! Unfortunately, there has also been little interest in
the sale of compost, but maybe in the Spring this also will pick up. If anyone has any ideas as to how
we can ensure that this project continues we would love to hear from you.

IFYOU DON'TUSE IT, YOU’LL LOSE ITH
Rita Taylor (Company Secretary)
01725 552885

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 5
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Sixpenny Handley SportsAssociation

QUIZ EVENING

Friday 5th February 2010
At the Village Hall
£25 for a table of 4

including Light Supper

ALL AGES WELCOME

More information and to reserve your table

Please telephone Catherine on:

01725 552955

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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‘% CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE ‘%
¢ ¢

3o s
‘5,1 This is an invitation, especially to children who might not have been before, ‘i.i
‘% to join in one of the best traditions of Christmas. ‘%
¢ ¢

o5 P
‘f”i Most of the carols will be the well known ones. No-one will be auditioned before they can ‘f,i
o join in! ©
o All you will need is warm clothes and a good torch. o
o o
| e RS
«:‘; The group are singing on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd December, «‘L
& starting at 6.00 pm and finishing at 8.00 pm. &
o o
(EE: On the Tuesday, meet at the surgery car park, touring around the lower village; (EE:
«1 on Wednesday meet in the pub car park, touring around the upper village. «1
N )
¢%  We are not collecting, but refreshments along the way are always part of the magic! ey
| e RS
o o
Y PLEASE COME AND JOIN IN! oy
| e RS
o o
o~ (For more information, contact either Paul Skinner on 01725 552785 o~
oy or John Cullingford on 01725 516453) oy
Y Y
Y Y

A Day at the Races

Sunday, 18th October, saw a great day of motor racing
at Cashmoor. The Poole and Parkstone Motor Cross
Club put on a really good day of fast-action races, with
plenty of thrills and a few spills!

Thanks must go to Simon Meaden for hosting the event
and to the race club for organising a safe and enjoyable
day. Further thanks must also go to all the local people
who supported this event. It was lovely to see so many
people attend and give motor sport a chance to be seen
locally.

To those unable to attend, maybe next year will se you
there!

To those who oppose such events, PLEASE at least give
it a chance and see the pleasure it brings to so many,
especially the 6 - 50+ year olds who ride all year at
clubs up and down the country in all weather. These
organised race events keep so many young people
focused in just the same way as any sport can - yes, a
little noisier perhaps, but only for a few short hours.

Motor sport is great on TV, but close up it's so much
more! Thanks to all.

From Michele
on behalf of
Poole and Parkstone Motor Cross Club

THE REAL VAN GOGH

The most comprehensive exhibition of his
paintings drawings and letters, to be shown
in London since 1968

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS
Sunday 21st March 2010
Travel and timed ticket entry: £30

Coach from Ham car park (free )8.30 am
or pick-ups along the A354

Application leaflets from June Davey
01258 830377
or the Tourist Information Centre, Blandford

Any profit will go to Naomi’s House
and Jack’s Place - children’s and young
adults’ hospices

Charity No. 1002832

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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so reserve your date now!

assured of a warm welcome
Sunday Roast a speciality

Ample parking
Tel: 01725 516466
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Are you looking for a new location for your Christmas Party?

The Christmas Menu is available for groups of 4 plus at lunchtimes and 20
plus in the evenings. Served from 1 to 24™ December, but the diary is filling,

The Rushmore Restaurant is open to all!! Just come and enjoy our genuine

hospitality, amazing food and breathtaking views — it's well worth the drive
We specialize in home cooked local foods at excellent prices and you will be

Walks — 2 circular walks available from the clubhouse

December 2009
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'} Rushmore Golf Club
i i “A unique dining experience in the heart of the

Cranborne Chase”

www.rushmoreqgolfclub.co.uk
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Rental Cottage in Cotes d’Armor, Brittany

Delightful cottage in a beautiful location

T L I

- 3 Bedrooms (2 double, 1 twin)
- Bathroom and Shower room
- Laundry with Washer and Tumble

- 5itting room with wood burner
i - Satellite TV, DVD and Stereo
- Large Garden with Furniture and

- Stunning surroundings

- Magnificent sandy beaches nearby
- All amenities two minutes

- Local markets daily

- Available all year

£E150—-£350 per week
Tel: Chantal Boyagis 01725 552 427
E-mail: ChantalBoyagiz@acl.com
Website: www.BrittanyCottagel.co.uk

drier

EBQ

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Godfrey’s History Department
A CENTURY OF YEARS - Victor Fryer

On Monday 28th December 1908, Sapper Victor W.
Fryer, Royal Engineers, married Rosina Parsons. It
was on Tuesday 12th October 1909 at 117 Britton
Street, Gillingham, Kent, that Rosina, wife of Victor
W. Fryer, gave birth to a son, who they named
Victor. Victor was christened in the little Primitive
Methodist Chapel in Old Market Street, Bristol in
1910 by the lay pastor, Charles R. Parsons (no rela-
tion to Rosina).

1912 saw his father come top of his class following a
long course in engineering at nearby Chatham. He
was awarded the Fowke Medal and was promoted
to Staff Sergeant.

The family moved to Brecon, Wales, for a period
and then they moved to Malta, where Victor's father
was to be clerk of works. They sailed to Malta
aboard the troopship Rohilla and Victor remembers
being seasick! It was there that his father borrowed
books from the Education Officer in Valetta and so
began Victor's education at Imtarfa where a new
military hospital was being built. His lessons were
arithmetic, writing, spelling and dictation, little essays
and mental work doing his lessons mostly in the ear-
ly morning before the days became too hot. When
the war started some of the families left Imtarfa
and for four and a half years he was the only English
boy there and he became popular with both the
nurses and the soldiers.

The family returned to England in 1919. They
travelled for two days aboard the SS Woodnut and
then across France by train to Calais, arriving in the
middle of the night where Victor remembers having
bacon and eggs in the underground cafe at the Gare
Du Nord. They crossed the channel and then
onward by train until finally arriving at Bristol
Temple Meads railway station in the early hours of
Saturday, 24th May 1919 (Empire Day).

In the Autumn of 1919 his father was posted to
Dover as Foreman of Works at the Western
Heights. The family were quartered in a small
bungalow where his sister, Margaret, was born.
Victor attended the nearby army school and sat
exams in reading, recitation, arithmetic, writing,
English, English history and geography and passed to
Standard VI in all subjects (a grade normally found in
13 to 14 year olds - Victor was only ten and a half)
due to the superb education he received from his
father in Malta. He spent a year in the preparatory
form of Dover County School where he was always
ahead of the other pupils and in 1920 he was award-
ed a Kent County Scholarship which would pay for
his education until 1927.

In late 1921 his father was posted abroad. Victor,
along with his mother and younger sister, Margaret,
moved back to Bristol and there they were given a
new council house in Fishponds from where he
would cycle or travel by train to Cotham Grammar
School in Redland. There he was introduced to
French and science, also to cricket and rugby and
received a book as a form prize. He has a happy
memory of riding home on the train from Redlands
to Fishponds with his maternal grandfather driving
the engine.

In 1923 his father returned to the UK and in
October the family moved to 8 Burford Road,
Salisbury and later to 1 Burford Road. Victor’s
scholarship was transferred and he went to the Bish-
op Wordsworth Grammar School.

1925 saw him pass the Oxford and Cambridge Joint
Board Exam with Third Class Honours. He had
hardly ever seen a tennis racquet but won through
to the final of the boys’ singles, where he was sound-
ly beaten. He returned to the sixth form for two
years to do maths. He was made Captain of the ten-
nis team and was also in the 1st Xl soccer and crick-
et teams. He also held the record for running a mile
in just over five minutes. He did rather neglect his
maths, though, as in 1927 he failed the entrance ex-
am to Bristol University and so on 1% September
1927 he started work as a junior clerk at the
Midland Bank, Romsey, travelling there and back by
train. His salary was just £4-3s-4d per month
(E4.18).

In 1930 and 1931 he won the Free Churches Lawn
Tennis Club Singles. In 1931 he reached the semi-
finals of Salisbury's Open Men's Singles and also saw
him pass the final Institute of Bankers Exam where
he was awarded Distinction in Foreign Exchange and
in Accountancy. He came first in all England in
Accountancy and was awarded the Whitehead Prize.
He had studied with Pitman’s College for this and
they awarded him their own prize at a Reception in
the Royal Albert Hall. 1931 saw him move to the
Ringwood branch and then on to the Guildford
branch, once again travelling back and forth by train.

In 1932 he completed Part Il and became a qualified
Associate of the Institute of Bankers (A.LB.). He
came 15th in a pass list of 1,000 and 2nd in the
Midland Bank. As an extra, he had gained the Senior
Education Certificates of the London Chamber of
Commerce in Bookkeeping and Accountancy and
Banking and Currency. In his fourth year at
Guildford he passed the final exam of the Chartered
Institute of Secretaries.

Continued on page 10
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The family lived near to Salisbury Congregational
Church in Queen’s Road so they became members
there. Soon Victor and his father were singing in
the choir (they had previously been in the choir of
the United Methodists Church in Milford Street).
Victor is a baritone and his father was a tenor.
Another member of the choir was a Miss Stevens
(known to everybody as Bunty) with whom he
became acquainted in 1932 and romance began to
blossom in 1935. He'd attended several tennis
parties at her parents’ home and saw her every
Sunday at church. In August 1935 he was admitted
into a Harley Street nursing home to have some
wisdom and other teeth removed. Miss Stevens
visited him there several times and they agreed
that one day they would be wed. Their engagement
was announced on her 21st birthday and they were
married in 1937. Victor's Best Man was Frank
Yerbury, a great pal he'd first met in Bristol as a
boy.

Victor was now working in the Haslemere branch,
so he lodged there and came home at weekends.
After their marriage, they rented their first home
which was Silver Birches, Buffbeards Lane, Has-
lemere. In January 1938 he was moved to the St
Leonards-on-Sea branch and they rented a flat at
80 Marina. 1939 saw him win the Sussex Club
Championship with the Amherst Club Team.

Sunday, 3rd September 1939, war was declared and
he and his wife became Air Raid Wardens.
Although banking was a reserved occupation Victor
became unreserved and on Monday, 21st July 1941
Victor enlisted in the RAF at Lords Cricket
Ground.

In May 1946 he returned home as Flight Lieutenant
(Accountant Officer) and went back to banking at
St Leonards-on-Sea and lived at 6 Vale Road. In
1947 he became treasurer of the local branch of
the Marriage Guidance Council and also for the
Silverhill Presbyterian Church but had to give these
up when he moved to Hove in 1948.

In April 1948 a course at the bank's college in
Oxted resulted in him being appointed No. 2 in the
Portslade branch. Here he became local secretary
to the Brighton Branch of the Institute of Bankers,
joined the Royal Observer Corps, became a
Deacon of the Hove Presbyterian Church (St Cuth-
bert’s) and began learning Braille.

He started out on the Institute of Bankers Diploma
in Executor and Trustee work but the war
interrupted this. However, in October 1949 came
his final success meaning no more exams.

In January 1952 he was appointed to a job in Head
Office and moved to Woking with his family. Here
he met Joyce Pearce who was founding the Ock-
enden Venture. Victor became its first  treasur-

December 2009

er, and made a radio Good Cause Appeal for her as
well as for her friend, Sue Ryder, as she, too, need-
ed funds for her new charity.

In September 1955 he became Manager of the
Romsey branch - back where he'd started work as
a junior clerk in 1927. He had to give up the Ock-
enden and Sue Ryder contacts because of the dis-
tance from them. Some years later he received an
invitation to go back to Ockenden for the visit of
the Queen Mother and he was introduced to her.

On Wednesday, 16th January 1957, the Council of
the Institute Bankers elected him a Fellow (FIB and
now FCIB). This was an achievement for which be
can be proud.

January 1959 saw him take over as Manager of the
Boscombe Branch. Here he became Treasurer of
the Royal Victoria Hospital League of Friends and
became a member of the Finance Committee of the
East Cliff Congregational Church.

In 1969 Victor retired from banking at the age of
60. He and his family moved to Sixpenny Handley
straight away where he became Clerk to the Parish
Council for two years, Treasurer of the local
Conservative Association for many years, became
treasurer of the Wednesday Club in1979 and was
Auditor of the Church Accounts.

On 15th February 1971, as Clerk to the Parish
Council, he was on ITV outside the Roebuck Inn
explaining why Sixpenny Handley would NOT
become ‘Two and a Half New Pence Handley'.

On Sunday 1llth September 1972 he broadcast on
the “In Touch" programme about the ‘Fun and
Frustrations’ of transcribing print books to braille
for the students’ library of the RNIB for a quarter
of a century. Some years later Victor was featured
with his bread plate collection by Bruce Parker
from the studio in Southampton. He'd collected
over 200 in a 20 year period. Some of them have
now been sold.

12th July 1994 Victor and his wife attended a
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace as
representatives of the Volunteer's Group.

On Monday, 12th October 2009, we all
congratulated Victor on reaching his 100" birthday
and receiving the Queen's Telegram.

Godfrey Turner

10
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WHIST

At the end of October, and with five
rounds completed in the 2009-2010
competition, Gerald Trickey [last
season’s runner-up] held a slender
two-point advantage over Edie
Langley who in turn was a mere
point ahead of Stuart Haskell, the
top three aggregate scores being
819, 817 and 816 points respective-
ly. Last year’s champion, David
Brine, was lying just outside of the
top 10 in 11th place with 765 points
and he faces an uphill struggle not
only to retain his crown but also to
be a serious threat to the leading
trio for if the trend set in the past is
repeated those who lead early on
are almost certain to be in
contention come the final round.
However, the competition this year
is fierce with the lead changing
hands three times over five rounds;
Mary Penny made an excellent start
carding 175, 166 and 170 in the first
three rounds only to fall away quite
dramatically with two very much
below par scores of 138 and 140
which leaves her in 6th place on
789. Meanwhile, Stuart Haskell who
has been a 160 plus player

CARDS

throughout the five rounds briefly
occupied 1st place at the end of the
4th round only to be disposed by
Gerald at the close of round five.
Presently, Mary Braithwaite has
returned the highest individual score
- 178 - [round four] but a non-
attendance at the 2nd round means
she will be subject to the ‘average
rule’ when it comes to determining
the finals positions in May 2010.
This also applies to a handful of oth-
er high scoring players; Kingsley and
Susie White; John Davis; Sheila Steel
and Chris Napier to name but five.

Rounding off the top 10, Daphne
Killeen is 4th with 794 points, fol-
lowed by your scribe on 793, Mary
Penny 789; Rita Austin 780; Doris
Gibson 777; Doug Haskell 773 and
Nora Davis 766.

So far the competition has attracted
a total of 41 contestants with an
average of eight tables in play at
each drive.

Finally, the Christmas Drive will be
held at The Village Hall on Saturday,
December 19, play commencing at

December 2009

7.30 p.m.

BRIDGE

Continues to flourish at the Sports’
Pavilion and the standard of both
bidding and play is, | am pleased to
report, very encouraging. Recently,
Gerald and Julie Trickey [playing
East-West] turned in an excellent
performance at Wimborne’'s
Allendale Bridge Club by heading
the averages for the 11 tables in
play. The Allendale Bridge Club is
recognised as one of the leading
venues in Dorset with more than a
few of its members playing at county
level.

For new readers of this column, if
you play bridge, or have an interest
to do so [or whist for that matter],
then please contact me on [01725]
552776. The Tuesday afternoon
sessions get under way at around
1.30 p.m. with a break for refresh-
ment [tea, coffee, biscuits] after 12
deals followed by a further eight
hands, time permitting. The play is
Chicago with duplicate scoring.

Bill Chorley

Sixpenny Handley Bowls
Club

The Blackmore Vale season has started and so far the
Tanners are doing quite well and | hope we can carry
on! The ‘A’ team has only played one match at the time
of writing, so watch this space.

Our social secretary, Val, organised our presentation
lunch in The Royal Chase in Shaftesbury and | think |
can say it was enjoyed by everybody. Thank you, Val,
for all your hard work. It was special as it is our 18th
birthday this year and Doris, one of our first members,
entertained us by telling us about the early days when
the club first started.

As usual, Brian spent a lot of time sorting out all the
competition winners and presented, with the help from
some members, all the cups and certificates. Brian, we
know you put a lot of hard work in this, and it is appreci-
ated. Thank you.

We are still always looking for new members and so we
will be holding a FUN DAY on the afternoon of 10th
January, with wine and mince pies. Of course we hope
lots of people will come and see what our sport is all
about and get to like it. We hope all the members can
be available to help.

Enjoy the indoor season. Have a good Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Bea Boyland

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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A2 Chase Pre-s. h"-’o
)/

We aim to provide a safe happy caring environment
where children aged 3-5 years may flourish

Thursday

1 9.00am-12.00am
Lunch 11.30-12.00

Sessions
Tues, Wed,
9.00am-2.30pm

outdoor play

Secure
Facilities
Including

area

Venue
Sixpenny
Handley
Village Hall

Link Group
Sessions run
at Sixpenny
Handley First
School

=

' “
4 L

Ll Fi

LOTTERY FUNDED

£6.00 per
session
funding available
for 3 year olds
Lunch Club
£1.50

“Children flourish in a happy and relaxed atmosphere
conducive to learning*
Successftul OFSTED inspection report 2007

Call Emma: 01725 552412 or Andrea: 01725 552392 for more information.

The Chase Pre-School is a non-profit making organisation. Registered Charity No.

1033941.
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AUTUMN FELLOWSHIP REPORT

Why The Fellowship Was Formed

As a result of the very successful Alpha Courses which
were held in the village back at the turn of this century,
there would have been a large void for many of us had
not the Fellowship been formed. It aims were to
question and debate all types of Religion, Spiritual
Growth Elements and promote Christian Fellowship;
also to share the occasional meal together. Although
we use Bibles for reference purpose sometimes, it was
never intended to be a Bible Study Group as there has
been a very active one for many years in the village.

What We Do

During the Autumn we started watching a DVD called
“They like Jesus, but not the Church”. This DVD is di-
vided into six study sessions, similar to what one might
experience/follow in a Lent Course. The first session
was called “The Danger of the Christian Bubble”, (or
the danger of being an inward looking group). A thought
provoking evening which made us all take another look
at “What is a true Christian?” and “Are we part of this
Bubble?”

Another interesting meeting was spent when one of our
members researched the history behind some of the
hymns we sing in Church. We discovered that Frances
(Fanny) Jane Croshy, although blinded when only 6
weeks old by an incompetent surgeon, went onto to
write the words for some 8,000 hymns in her lifetime
using a great many pseudonyms. One of her best loved
hymns being “Blessed Assurance”, which we sang
amongst others.

Our October speaker was The Rev. Sheila Robertson
who, with her husband, Ross, gave us a fascinating talk
about their visit to the island of lona, its Christian
Community and the spiritual benefits it offers. This
evening ended with Night Prayer led by Sheila and Ross.

We try to have a varied and interesting programme
suitable for all denominations.

The Fellowship Group meets on a Tuesday Evening at
various locations, details in the Church notices, and is
open to everyone that wishes to further their Spiritual
Knowledge. Anyone interested will always be warmly
welcomed, even on an occasional basis.

For further details please contact: Paul Skinner.
Tel: (01725) 552 785

*khkkk

*khkkkk *kkk

Bible Study

We are currently studying the Book of Tobit from the
Apocrypha, a Biblical supplement. Tobit is the story of
simple, every-day Jews trying to make their way in a
difficult world while exiled in Assyria. It is the story of
people trying to be good and to do good and, with
God's assistance, succeeding. Over the years we have
looked at both the Old and New Testaments so it is
good to study a book that was not chosen to be in the
official Canon.

Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club

A i Monday — Junior Coaching
“'!’q [ 5 Thursday 6.30pm — Club Night
(came alang and play ather membera of the club)
— Sunday 4pm—~Match Practice
e L

New members welcome, for further details please
contact Tracey Lownds 01725 552414

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Call your friens and jf'n us for a great
evening of fun and prizes!

THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER
SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL
DOORS OPEN 7PM
START 7.30PM

TEA/COFFEE & HOME MADE CAKES

ALL PROCEEDS WILL 60 TOWARDS
THE CHASE PRE-SCHOOL.

REGISTERED CHARITY NO.1033941
| -.I

{.m Chﬂsg PFE-SC"T'DQ
s

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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C/JX 672323 Ordinary Seaman Donald Lionel Bennett

‘The only thing that ever frightened me
during the war was the U-boat peril,
so wrote the prime minster of the
time, Winston Spencer Churchill.
The Battle of the Atlantic was the
longest fought conflict of the
Second World War, a battle
conducted with vigour and tenacity
by both sides across that vast ex-
panse of open sea which in all sea-
sons could be cruel to the extreme.
It was a battle that involved sailors
of many nations, both naval and
merchantmen and where their
chances of survival in a sinking were
slim to say the least.

To explain the complexities of the
battle is beyond the remit of this
profile and it is suffice to say that
had we not been able to counter
the U-boat menace the outcome of
the Second World War may well
have ended in a German victory.
Thus, the remainder of this article
will concentrate on just three of the
combatants and their part in the
myriad of actions that took place in
the North Atlantic and of whom
only one survived.

Donald Lionel Bennett joined the
Royal Navy as a boy and in the late
summer of 1944 was serving aboard
HMS Hurst Castle a Castle-class
Corvette of 1,010 tons. Laid down
in the Caledon Shipbuilding &
Engineering Company vyards at
Dundee in August 1943, HMS Hurst
Castle slipped into the grey chill
waters of the Firth of Tay on 23
February 1944. Already a skeleton
ship’s company had been formed
with Australian born Lieutenant
Harold Geeves Chesterman DSC
and Bar of the Royal Navy Reserve
appointed to command. Without
access to Royal Navy personnel
records | am not able to say if
Donald was present during these
embryonic stages for it would be a
further four months before HMS
Hurst Castle was commissioned
during which time gangs of
workmen attended to the multitude
of tasks necessary in fitting the ship
with the requisites necessary for
war, plus the clearance of snags and

HMS Hurst Castle [K416]

the all important sea trials. | believe
it is safe to say that for Donald this
would be his introduction to
operational  service, while for
Harold Chesterman the future
would be a return to a stamping
ground and life that he was very
familiar, namely the Atlantic and
convoy escort duties. HMS Hurst
Castle would be his third command;
all  in Corvettes that had
commenced in the spring of 1941
with HMS Burdock, followed by a
two-year appointment to HMS
Snowflake during which he gained his
Distinguished Service Cross and
First Bar, these prestigious dec-
orations being Gazetted on 2 June
and 14 October 1943 respec-
tively. Although not specifically
mentioned in person, Lieutenant
Chesterman was responsible for
bringing HMS Snowflake alongside
survivors from the British oil-tanker
British Ardour torpedoed in the
North Atlantic by U-706
[Kapitanleutnant  Alexander von
Zitzewitz] and from the heaving
swell successfully rescuing 62 souls.
This was in April 1943 and the
following month his gunnery crews
assisted in the sinking of U-125 east
of Newfoundland.

At around the same time that
work started on HMS Hurst Castle,
Werke Number 317 was nearing
completion in the Deutsche Werke
AG Kiel and on the first day of
September 1943 U-482 a Type VI
submarine was commissioned. By
the high summer of 1944 with
Kapitanleutnant Graf von Hartmut
Matuschka,Freiherr von Toppolczan
und Spaetgen, to afford him his full
title, U-482 was ready for the first
of what would turn out to be four
sea patrols totalling 50 days. Putting
out from Kiel on 6 August 1944, U
-482 entered the Norwegian port
of Horten on the 8th from where it
slipped on the 14th for a two-day
passage to Bergen. Its next patrol
which commenced that same day
was to prove fateful for HMS Hurst
Castle and for 16 of her ship’s
company, including Donald Bennett.

For Matuschka the period twixt mid
-August and late September would
prove to the most successful for
any Type VII boat on patrol in 1944.
On 30 August he was in  contact
with convoy CU-36 whose escorts
included HMS Hurst Castle and be-
fore the day was out had sunk the
10,400-ton American registered
tanker Jacksonville. Undoubtedly
this sinking would have alerted the
escorts and over the next hours a
concentrated hunt would have tak-
en place but Kapitanleutnant
Matuschka running silent and deep
managed to evade his would be
killers. Two days later, and possibly
outside the escort screen surround-
ing CU-32, he had in his periscope
lens the unmistakable sight
of a corvette. This would have been
a time of incredible tension for the
crew of U-482; was their boat in
Asdic range and registering on the
set of the corvette? | have little
doubt that Matuschka carried out
numerous careful sweeps of the
surrounding sea before committing
his boat to the attack.

When he did so for Ordinary
Seaman Donald Lionel Bennett, 16
years of age, along with 15 of his
colleagues their fate was sealed and
at 0822 hours a single T-5 ‘Gnat’
acoustic homing torpedo smashed
into HMS Hurst Castle dealing her a
mortal blow. For both captains their
immediate concerns were similar;
Matuschka, satisfied his torpedo had
struck home, promptly dived while
Chesterman had but one objective
in mind and that was to get as many
of the survivors off his sinking ship
as quickly as possible. In their own
separate  spheres they were
successful and within 48-hours of
sealing the corvette’'s fate U-482
was tracking convoy ONF-251 and
in particular the Norwegian freight-
er Fiordheim. For the third time
Matuschka struck with deadly re-
sults, adding a further 4,100-tons of
shipping to his tally.

Five days after despatching the
Fiordheim U-482 was shadowing
convoy HXF-305 off the north-west

Continued on page 16
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Continued from page 15

coast of Ireland and it was in these
waters that he sent two ships to the
bottom. One was a rescue ship
[such vessels accompanied the
convoys in the hope of plucking
anyone who survived the trauma of
sinking to safety], the Pinto but as
far as the Allied war effort was
concerned Matuschka’'s second
victim was of prime importance for
the 15,702-ton British owned
Empire Heritage was laden with
American Sherman tanks, all
earmarked for issue to our armies
fighting in Europe. These now litter
the seabed off Donegal.

This brought to a close
Matuschka’s successful intercepts
though it was not until 26
September that he returned to the
relative safety of Bergen harbour.
Like his counterpart Lieutenant
Chesterman, Kapitanleutnant
Matuschka was honoured by his
country; an lIron Cross Second
Class had been awarded quite early
in the war and this was followed by
the Fleet War Badge in 1941 while
awaiting him as he tied up at Bergen
was news that he was now a
recipient of the German Cross in
Gold.

Born in Dresden-Blasewitz on 29
December 1914, Graf von Hartmut
Matuschka is believed to have
perished along with his entire
company of 48 submariners, himself
included, on 25 November 1944
with the loss of U-482. There is,
however, much conjecture as to the
circumstances surrounding the loss
of U-482 but according to revised
intelligence from the Admiralty it is
believed the U-boat ran into a  sea
-mine off Malin Head.  Guomunder
Helgason, who has conducted an
exhaustive search of naval records
from both sides of the conflict, and
whose web site | acknowledge for
much of the background material
that has allowed me to present
this profile of young Donald Ben-
nett [he was the youngest service-
man from the village to lay down his
life in either of the two conflicts
that have dominated these articles
over the years], lists no less than
three differing accounts. Two settle

on 25 November 1944 [one in-
cludes the re-assessment from the
Admiralty]though in order that all
avenues be explored he mentions
16 January 1945 as a possibility. An
attack by depth charges from HMS
Ascension is given as one possibility
for 25 November, the location of
the attack being reported as west
of the Shetlands in position 60.18N
04.52W, while the January date
shows the sinking as taking place in
the Northern Channel [55.30N
05.53W] following sustained depth
charging from the sloops Peacock,
Starling, Hart and Amethyst and the
frigate HMS Loch Craggie.

As | remarked at the beginning of
this article the intensity of effort put
into the Battle of the Atlantic was
paid for in the lives of thousands of
servicemen from both sides. For
those fighting the battle on the
surface there was always a slim
chance of survival; the images of oil
-blackened seamen with bright-
staring eyes huddled in open life-
boats or clinging to flotsam thrown
to the surface when the their vessel
sank feature in many of the wartime
newsreels but few escaped from
the U-boats. More often than not
for these close knit crews ‘home’
became their tomb as the Allied
depth charges either opened up
their hulls or sent them out of con-
trol to the deep where the sea-
pressure would crush what life re-
mained. It was a brutal time for all
concerned as the following report
posted by the compilers of uboot-
waffe.net confirms. When  U-125
was rammed in May 1943 by HMS
Oribi and mistakenly believed to
have been sunk, her commander
Kapitanleutnant Ulrich Folkers
immediately broke radio silence
requesting his base for assistance.
However, her plight on the surface
was discovered by the corvettes
HMS Sunflower and Snowflake and as
recounted earlier her fate was
sealed. However, although listing
badly U-125 remained on the
surface and with HMS Snowflake
coming up alongside Ulrich Folkers
and his crew [54 in total] jumped
into the water in the knowledge

December 2009

that they had set scuttling charges
to prevent their boat from being
captured. At this point the captain
of HMS Sunflower radioed the
escort commander for permission
to heave to and pick up the U-boat
crew but his request was denied -
probably because it was thought
that other U-boats were in the
vicinity and as a consequence all 54
perished. Such incidents were rare
but the Battle of the Atlantic had to
be fought to the finish with the
victor reaping the spoils. Very
fortunately these spoils, ultimately,
were ours and Europe was free
from an unthinkable future in the
grip of Nazi led socialism.

Bill Chorley

Postscript. Donald Lionel Bennett’s
name is commemorated on the
Chatham Memorial and it is with
immense sadness that | conclude his
report with the following words,
given in a statement from the
commonwealth War Graves
Commission and posted on their
web site; ‘As a result of constant
vandalism at the Memorial the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission has had to arrange for it
to be regularly patrolled and public
access limited to the period 08.30 to
17.00. Should for any reason the
Memorial be closed during the stated
hours, please telephone the
Guardroom at Brompton Barracks on
01634 822442 who will arrange for
the gates to be opened.”

What a terrible inditement of our
times that servicemen and women
who in so many cases lost their lives
well before they might enjoy the
freedoms that our youth of today
enjoy should have their names
ingloriously besmirched by the
mindless actions of a few.
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DO YOUR CHRISTMAS Looking for a
SHOPPING IN EBBESBOURNE!
Pandora Stormonth Darling will be holding CLEAN ER?

a sale at her home in Ebbesbourne Wake on
Tuesday 8th December. Her company, PJ
Pan, sells a stunning collection of ladies cot- -

ton pyjamas, pyjama bottoms, pyjama Young’ reliable Iady

shorts (great for teenagers!), alpaca bed with experience

socks, knitted slippers and handmade or- :

ganic soap. There is also a range of men'’s IS happy to help you.

boxer shorts and pyjama bottoms coming
Vyerybsgon. Péeg;e comedaISOBg to Barrow Reference provided if

iew between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm — every- -

one welcome! If you can’t make this date requi red.
but would like to see the collection another

day, please call Pandora on 01722 780499 to Please call Jarva on
arrange a time.

Barrow View is in the centre of the village 07503 560 955

on Handley Street, two doors down from
the pub (SP5 5JG).

WWW.pjpan.co.uk

EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL
has now supplied a

bank for recycling cartons.

This is situated alongside the other recycling banks at
Church Farm in Sixpenny Handley
and is a bright orange cube, so it is hard to miss!

This is great news as cartons are not acceptable in the kerbside green box.
(By cartons this means liquid food and beverage cartons
(ie Tetra Pak - eg. orange juice or drinks cartons.
It is not intended for plastic containers or cardboard).

Fast Dorset

District Council

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 17
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Sarah MacDonald

Professional & Confidential Accounting Services

All aspects of general bookkeeping
and accountancy work undertaken for
Sole/Partnership Traders and Limited Companies
Small Businesses

Payroll, VAT, Self Assessment, Taxation,
Corporation Tax,
Internal Auditing, Company Start Up

Office: 01725 553130
Mobile: 07789 006963

macdees-bookkeeping@tiscali.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Normality Returns to Woodcutts!

On the 2" November, the
last painted lady was seen at
Woodcutts, so the red light
district can be bulldozed. (If this
means nothing to the reader,
please refer to the previous
edition of the Downsman). In the
Telegraph of Saturday 14"
November, there was a report on
what was heard on Autumn
Watch the previous night about
painted ladies. Apparently some
have been seen on the south
coast, obviously waiting for the
return migration to warmer
climes. No indication was given to
numbers seen, but it would seem
that they are only a very small
fraction of the original incomers.
With the recent winds blowing
from the south west, it is very
doubtful if they have made much
headway as yet.

So normality returns here for
at least seven months. Or does it?
It has been some twenty years
now that we have been aware of
the possibility of climate change.
Twenty years during which we
have seen plants flowering over a
much longer period, birds nesting
both earlier and later in the year,
trees in leaf much earlier than
previously and holding on to their
leaves much later in the season
than previously and, of course,
much milder winters.

Today, twelfth November,
finds many trees still carrying
green leaves and presumably car-
rying out the process of
photosynthesis, as they have done
since buds burst in the spring.
(Please note that | have used
words instead of numbers for the
date, hoping that the editor will
not spot the fact that | am still
writing this, when | should have
already sent it in, as the copy date
is passed!) Thinking back to
bonfire nights many years ago (I
was going to say fifty years ago,
but | realised that nobody would
believe that | could remember so
far back), it was always very cold
and there was always an incentive
to get as close to the bonfire as
possible, even though we wore
‘overcoats’; garments which the

modern generation have never
heard of. If, as a child, | had
found a live butterfly flying
outside three days before bonfire
night on the 2" November, |
would have been amazed. Now |
actually found a peacock butterfly,
very battered and worn, with only
three wings, the left rear having
been completely lost, flying in the
garden on the 14" November. It
was still very active and
disappeared before | could
photograph it. This was the day
after the torrential rain and high
winds that had caused minor
flooding in the area.

Maybe the weather
conditions aren’t all good for our
wildlife but there is a lot to be
said in their favour. Temperatures
remain high for the time of the
year and the rain ensures that
vegetative growth continues. |If
you are in any doubt about this,
all you need to do is look at the
fields of  winter cereals and olil
seed rape that have been drilled
this back end of the year. The
overall germination and plant
populations look very good at the
moment, but these conditions do
have their problems. If crops are
growing well, so are weeds, slugs,
insect pests and fungal diseases,
so it isn’t all sunshine and roses
for the farmer.

Generally, though, most of
our animal wildlife will be entering
the winter on a high, with berry
eating birds enjoying a glut; with
holly, ivy, rosehips, spindle, and
yew all abundant. For the
insectivores there are many
insects still flying, so they will not
have to change their diets
completely yet, or start the hunt
for the grubs hidden under bark
or in the leaf debris on the
ground.

Our bird feeders in the
garden here have not been used
extensively for many weeks.
There have been various tits
visiting but very few finches and
only the occasional robin,
sparrow, blackbird and none of
the bigger birds such as the
collared doves, wood pigeons and

jackdaws. The one species that
has been a regular visitor is the
nut hatch, but even then not as
regular as before. Presumably as
the days continue to shorten, the
weather gets colder and food
becomes scarcer, regulars will
return. Their food will be waiting
when they do.

The numerous berries on the
cotoneaster along our front fence
always leave me hoping that a
waxwing will find its way there
one day, but | suppose | will have
to forget about that as they stick
to the east coast, but | live in
hope that one will loose its way
one day. Gold crests are
infrequent visitors to our garden
and to encourage them, we have
included a niger seed feeder with
the other seeds, nuts and fat balls,
only to find the only goldfinch to
visit, actually spent its time eating
the seeds out of the heads of the
dead michaelmas daisies some
feet away.

| did have the luck to see a
mixed flock of tits on the out-
skirts of a wood nearby. As |
walked along the edge of the
wood, | came to an oak tree
covered with ivy, in which | heard
numerous birds fluttering and
singing in several different tunes. |
sat down underneath the tree to
listen and watch. The first to
show themselves were long tail
tits with their very acrobat
manoeuvres and cheerful song,
followed by blue, great, marsh and
coal tits as far as | could ascertain
in the failing light. |1 had a camera
with me but the light was too bad
for photography. As | had ap-
proached | disturbed a buzzard
which had been hovering over the
side of the wood, so | assumed
that the flock of tits were cele-
brating the buzzard’s going.

There is so much going on in
the countryside at present, but |
am afraid that | have to finish now
as | am already late - hopefully |
will have more to tell you next
time.

God bless you all.

Ted Cox

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CARAVAN AND CAMPING PARK
High Street, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 5ND.
PROPRIETOR: Steve Judd.

TELEPHONE: 01725 553005/01725 552563
EMAIL: churchfarmcandcpark@yahoo.co.uk
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SATURDAY 5™, 12™ 19™ DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS DINNER EVENINGS

BOOKINGS ONLY PLEASE. £5 PER PERSON DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
ALTERNATIVE DATES CAN BE ARRANGED FOR BOOKINGS OF 10 OR MORE.
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OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE -
LICENSED BAR, MUSIC AND BUFFET
£5.95 PER PERSON - PLEASE BOOK FOR FOOD,
OTHERWISE COME AND HAVE A FESTIVE DRINK!
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

LICENSED BAR, MUSIC AND BUFFET
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS
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FRIDAY NIGHT - FISH & CHIPS, etc
6PM - 9PM Eat in or Take Away.
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SUNDAY LUNCH - ROAST DINNER
12.30PM - 2.30PM
LICENSED BAR FOR 6™, 13™, 20™ DECEMBER!
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We won'’t be serving Breakfast through December and January,
but it will commence again in Spring 2010!
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Thanks to everyone who's supported us so far and Merry Christmas!

o
4»'
DO
Se
o)
()
o)

Everyone Welcome!
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We also cater for functions!
Contact us for more information or see our boards on site for further
details. Also you can visit our website for updates!
www.churchfarmcandcpark.co.uk

B30 9060 069600 0

editor@thedownsman.org. uk
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News

On October 12" Simon Curson came to give a talk
on The Magic of Moths. It was an interesting
session illustrated with a very intensive slide show.
He was extremely passionate about his subject and
dispelled for many of us the idea that moths are
dull and boring, as many of the slides shown were
very colourful.

The Autumn Council meeting of the Dorset
Federation of Women’s Institutes was held on 22nd
October at The Lighthouse Theatre in Poole. 14
members from Sixpenny Handley attended. There
were two guest speakers throughout the day, one
being Jen Green who gave a very amusing talk
about her Aunt May, and the second was Bob
Flowerdew of Gardeners Question Time fame. It
was certainly an informative and enjoyable session.

On 28th October, 9 members attended the
Autumn Group Meeting at Melbury Abbas. The
speaker, Mrs Margaret Adams, a farmer’s wife, gave
a talk about her life with the ‘boss’ (her husband)
which can only be described as hilarious; definitely
a book in the making!  The evening was well
attended and enjoyed by all.

December 2009

NATIONAL
FEDERATION

And Information OF WOMEN’S

INSTITUES

At the first meeting in November Ms Annette
Williams gave a talk entitled The Wessex Influence
— crafts. There was a display of some of the
elaborate work she had produced over the years;
she obviously is a very talented lady, and hopefully
some of our members were inspired to try some of
her creative ideas.

There is a craft group, which meets separately once
a month and at present are making a hand-stitched
hexagonal patchwork bedspread. Hopefully there
will be a photograph available in the next issue of
the Downsman in the New Year.

Dates for the Diary

3" December: Group Advent Service at Iwerne
Minster.

14" December: Christmas Meeting and Party

11" January: Not Dead Again - Mrs Pauline Giles

Rita Taylor
(Committee Member)

RNLI

| am sure that you would like to know the total raised

from the ‘Front Path Stalls’ which was held at our house

on the August bank holiday.

Despite the second day of the two-day event producing

most unhelpful weather (it poured!), the money we
banked in the RNLI account was finally £645.

Over the two days we took £360 and the rest came
from orders put in by people who were unable to attend
and wanted to contribute.

Thank you so much for your continued and generous
support.. | look forward to seeing you next year!
Sheila Bradley
(Secretary, Blandford branch)

Mobile Library Schedule

- Visits on Thursday Fortnightly

Woodyates — Cobley Close 2.25-2.40

Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00-3.20

Roebuck Inn 3.25-345

Dean Lane 350-4.05 December 10th, 24th,

Sheasby Close 410-430 January 7th, 21st, February 4th

THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB

The Chase Garden Club meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm
for lectures, slides, garden visits etc.
For more information phone Peter and Sue Evans 01725 552270 or Gill Carter on 01725 552030.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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1°* Woodcutts News “=—"

12™ September 2009

First-class Firework Fiesta!!!

Pyrotechnical Panorama

Onoe more the people of Handley were treated
to a grand display of fireworks cournesy of
Woodcutts Scouts. After the tarrential rain 13st
YOEAT SVEryOnsS was kaeping their fingors crossad
for hetter weather. On the day of the event the
weather remained dry allowing Rob and gang to
prepare  Church  Famm  campsite  for  the
pyretechnical extravaganza.

A clear sky brought out aver a thousand locals,
who comverged on Church Farm making this
yaar's display was the most successful so far.

Each year the show gets bigger and mors
popular and this year was no exception. The
scouts had asked other local groups to use tha
avent to do a little of their cwn fundraising, 50
thiz year there were evan maors to anjoy than
ever before.

Each  year the show has had  the  wsoal
refreshments of hat drinks, soup, hot dogs and

burgers, but this year's display also featured a
very popular bar where lager, cider and cask
Badger beer were enjoyed by the owver 1ds,
whilst soft drinks wore served far those undar 18
and thase who were driving haome.

This year the event was split into two shows, a
more visual and less explosive sarly evening
display designed for the very young and thosa of
a more nervous nature, which was Tollowed by
the main display., Those who turned up sarly
and stayed to the end were rewarded with two
spectacular displays., Each show featured a
mullicoloured display with a variely ol whizzes,
bangs, sparklas and flying fireworks

The Scouts would like to thank everyons whao
tumed up to the Sikpenny Handley firework
display this yoar. As a result we raiscd over
£3000.

1* Woodcutts Scouts, Handley Gomman, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury. S5P5 5NJ

hitp:/fwwan firstwoodcutts.org.uk
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Spotlight on the Bears

T e N & il

The Beavar colany takes children from the aga of 6 to 8. and mests on a
Wednesday from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm. They are easily recognised by
their distinctive turquoise sweatshirts, The colony has proved to be vary,
wary popular and the group is full, having 24 membears with a modast list
af children waiting to join as the older Beavers leave to join the Cubs.
Two of the very first Beavers hawve recently been invested in to scouts.

In September the older Beavers spent an "X-Trame" day at Buddens
Camping and Activities Centre near Wareham. Activities included
abseiling, archery, elimbing and orienteering. As you can see from the
phate abova it is pretty fair to say that all had an extremesly good time!
The: Beavers all had a hoot at this year's Hallowesn party - during the
party they had a go at apple bobbing and guess the contents of a saries
af a disgusting feelie boxes.

Membears of the Baaver colony are constantly working hard at achisving
badges and you will be impressed to haar that some of the Beavers ara
cua to be awarded the Bronze chief scouts award. This is the highast
award for Beavers. It is gained by completing six separate challenge
hadges

The next major event for the Beavers will be a visit to the Tiveli theatre in
Wimborne for this year's Pantomime, Snow White and the Sewven
Dwarfs!

Dther Activities

Remembrance Day: For those of you who didn't attend the
FRemembrance Day service you'll have missed 77 scouts marching up
the High Strect in the rain to the war memarial in tribute o those wha
gave their lives during two world wars and more recent conflicts. The
Scouts would like to thank the local current and ex-sarvicemen whao
joined them in marching an Sunday.

1" Woodcutts Christmas service: This year's 19 \Woodcutts
Christmas service al St Mary's will be held an Sunday &7 Decermnber.
Last year's senvice was a great success, This year we would like to
invite the village. You can expect to see hard earned activity badges
baing awarded to scouts and hear each saction singing their ovm hand
picked Chirislmas carols; lasl year Lhe explorers sang Rudolph the Red-
Mosed Reindeer. Who knows what it will be this year!

December 2009
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12" September 2009

Rﬁ'ﬁw I Iilr.s;

Age 5-8
Wednesday 5§ ta Bpm
Denise Turnar (VWillow)
01725 KR2735

cu®s

e 8-107%
Weadnesday & to 7.30pm
Andy Young (Akela)
Q1725 553166

SCOUT

Age 100414
Monday ¥ to 9pm
Rob Easton

01725 552038

¥ Woodeutts Scouts, Handley Common, Sixpenny Handley, Salishury. SP5 5N

it ffwonane firstwoodeoutts.org.uk
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The wildlife of today is not ours to
dispose of as we please. We have it in
trust. We must account for it to those
who come after.  (King George VI)

We seem to be finally sliding into
winter, the leaves on the trees are
reluctantly giving up their hold on
the branches, and the temperature
is dropping. What a funny but
beautiful end of year it has been; |
have seen baby rabbits and but-
terflies in ~ October, and have con-
tinued to pick crops in the garden
long after their normal season.
As the temperature drops we will
want to heat the house and those of
you with open fires may find this
Old Devon Rhyme interesting

Logs to Burn
Read these lines and generally learn
The proper kind of logs to burn.
Oak logs will warm you well
If they're old and dry.
Larch logs like pinewood smell,
But the sparks will fly.

Country Rambles
by Richard Harwood

Beech logs for Christmas time
Yew logs heat well.
‘Scotch’ logs it is a crime
For anyone to sell.

Birch logs will burn to fast,
Chestnut scarce at all.
Hawthorn logs are good to last
If you cut them in the fall.
Holly logs will burn like wax
You should burn them green,
Elm logs like smouldering flax,
No flames to be seen.

Pear logs and Apple logs
They will scent your room.
Cherry logs across the dogs
Will smell like flowers in bloom.
But Ash logs, all smooth and grey,
Burn them green or old;

Buy up all that come your way,
They're worth their weight in gold.

These are words of wisdom. Very
often if you buy logs in you end up
with green logs which do not burn
well. | try and burn a mixture of
woods because | don’t turn down
any offer of supply, but | always save

dry Beech logs for the Christmas
holiday because they last and give
out a really good heat.

This is also the time of year that we
in the British Isles get our annual
migration of woodcock.
Traditionally the first big fall comes
with the first full moon in
November, but severe weather
conditions in Scandinavia will alter
the timing. After landing on the East
Coast they spread across the
country, but their main holdings are
in the South West and Wales. They
are classed as game birds and are an
elusive difficult target because they
tend to spend the day in dense
evergreen shrubbery such as
Rhododendrons, flying out at night
to the fields to feed. So if you are
walking through a fir plantation as
the light turns and you sense then
see a bird about the size of a large
blackbird with a long straight beak,
flying on silent wings, then that may
be a woodcock.

Friends or relatives coming to stay?

Enjoy the freedom and flexibility of

self catering.

The Hayloft cottage for 2 with spa
bath. Short breaks available all year.
The Stables self catering suite for 2
(min. 2 night stay).
Generous Welcome Pack included.

Retaining the character & charm of the original buildings plus latest modern luxury
fittings . Contact Gail or Peter Smalley on 01722 780182 for a brochure or visit

www.ebbleswaycourtyard.co.uk <<<<<<<<

EBBLESWAY COURTYARD

High Road, Broadchalke.

Situated 1/2 way between the White Hart & the Queens Head pubs.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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A bit of give and take to reduce waste
rast Dorset

Listrict Couneil Got a chair you no longer want
Looking for a coffee table?

Want to swap spare spoons for a new necklace?
He Then come along to a free Give or Take Day

at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall on Saturday 30" January 2010.

The Give or Take Day, organised by East Dorset District Council, is a community waste
exchange event - a chance for you to get rid of small furniture and bric-a-brac you don't
need and to pick up something you do need. And it is all free. Even if they feel they have
nothing to bring along, people are more than welcome to come and take what they fancy.

The event provides an opportunity to reduce waste by reusing household items instead of
throwing them away. This saves on landfill space and reduces fly tipping, and also
contributes towards saving valuable resources.

Representatives from East Dorset will also be on hand with information on your local
recycling schemes, stopping junk mail, reusable nappies and other ways to reduce your
waste.

Gemma Coles, East Dorset District Council's Waste Reduction Manager said ‘We throw away
far too many items that could be reused or recycled, which means that our landfill sites are
nearly at capacity. At previous events we have managed to save around a tonne of waste
from ending up in landfill, which is great! Why not come along and see what takes your fan-
cy?

- The event will run from 9.30 am - 12 midday

- Items can be dropped off from 9.00 am

- Last time to drop off items is 11.00 am
-Refreshments will be available on the day

-We regret that electrical items cannot be accepted

You can give books, toys, clothes, tools, bric-a-brac, kitchenware, small furniture, jewellery,
ornaments, bikes and bike parts and plants.

You can take what you want, even if you don't bring anything, but please don't be greedy!
Leave behind something for others. Dealers and traders will not be admitted.

For further details, contact Anna Beech on 01202 886201.

Also, we are always looking for spare pairs of hands to help put incoming items on the
correct tables. IT you would like to volunteer to help for the morning, even if it is only for a
few hours, we would love to hear from you on the above telephone number!

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

26


mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk

The Downsman

December 2009

Rob’s Column

Mr Nobody
Author: Unknown

| know a funny little man,
As quiet as a mouse,
Who does the mischief that is done
In everybody house!

There's no one ever sees his face,
And yet we all agree
That every plate we break was
cracked
By Mr Nobody.

Tis he who always tears our books,
Who leaves the door ajar,
He pulls the buttons from our shirts,
And scatters pins afar.

That squeaking door will always
squeak,
For, prithee, don't you see?
We leave the oiling to be done
By Mr Nobody,

He puts damp wood upon the fire,
That kettles cannot boill,

His are the feet that brings in mud,
And all the carpet soil.

The papers always are mislaid
Who had them last but he?
There's no one tosses them about
But Mr Nobody.

The finger marks upon the door
By none of us are made;
We never leave the blind unclosed,
To let the curtains fade.

The ink we never spill; the boots
That lying round to see
Are not our boots; they all belong
To Mr Nobody.

The Nimble Thimble
| put my thimble on a shelf
But down it tumbled by itself.
| put it next upon a table;
It tumbled down when it was able.
| put it next upon a chair.
It somehow tumbled off of there.
| put it last upon the mat,
‘Now, thimble, tumble off of that!’
But down the sloping floor it dribbled
Into a hole a mouse had nibbled.
So shop man, please, another thimble,
But one that isn’t quite so nimble.

| had a right laugh last night. I'm going
to try for a left one tonight!

Keep smiling - it makes people
wonder what you're up to!

My nephew wants a spider for his
birthday so | went to the pet shop.
£50 for a tarantula! I'm not paying
that - I'll get it cheaper on the web!

The credit crunch is really bad. |
bought a large farmhouse for £1.19
today (then had it medium sliced).

People are often unreasonable,
illogical and self-centred.
Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse
you of selfish, ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.

If you are honest and frank
People may cheat you.

Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
Someone could destroy overnight.
Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness,
They may be jealous.

Be happy anyway.

The good you do today
People will often forget tomorrow.
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have
And it may never be enough.
Give the world the best you've got
anyway.

Please to Remember
(att. Walter De La Mare)
Here am |,

A poor old Guy:
Legs in a bonfire,
Head in the sky.

Shoeless my toes,

Wild stars behind,

Smoke in my nose,
And my eye-peeps blind.

Old hat, old straw
In this disgrace;
While the wildfire gleams
On a mask for a face.

Ay, all I am made of
Only trash is;
And soon - soon,
Will be dust and ashes.

(Well done to the Scouts for a
terrific bonfire night again this
year)

Many thanks for giving, attending,
selling, spending, buying, bidding,
receiving, telling. To all at the Rob’s
Village Hall Auction.

Over £1,300 was raised.

Rob.

EAST DORSET CRIME
PREVENTION

On 21* October, our Dorset Police
members arranged a Seminar called
“Stop That Thief” and invited all local
farmers and estates in our area. Police
members from Dorset, Hampshire and
Wiltshire attended, along with an NFU
representative and individuals
concerned with security systems and
crime prevention.

Mark Harper, Dorset Police Crime
Reduction Officer, opened the meeting
saying that the more we can do to put
the criminal off the better — they are
more interested in simple jobs. If
items have security markings they
are more difficult for them to dispose
of. He showed us a product called
SelectaDNA which consists of micro
dots with a spot of glue used in
conjunction with stickers which are
very hard to remove. They come in
a package of 55 labels and with a
registration number and instructions
of how to register. Your details are
then placed on a database and if any of
your property is stolen, this can be
traced back to you. These are cur-
rently being used by the Police, which
shows how successful the product is.
There is also a warning notice that can
be purchased and displayed to advise
that this scheme is in use. Although
the seminar was for farmers, this
product could be used in homes and is
available from our Police Officers for
£15.00. (The Parish Office would be
pleased to take any orders.)

Two Police Officers from Beaminster
then advised how they had formed a
“Stop That Thief” campaign for farm-
ers in their area and now had a strong
group going who were running
themselves independently of the Po-
lice. Most of the farmers now have
security systems in place, which has
considerably cut the crime rate. Mem-
bership forms were available should it
be considered that a similar group
could be beneficial in this area.

Several security systems were available
of varying types and were demonstrat-
ed by members of the companies con-
cerned. One of these involved fuel
storage tanks and so could be useful to
householders as well as farmers.

| felt this was a very useful seminar and
was just disappointed that more of our
farming community were not present.

Gill Martin

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY BOWLS CLUB

WE ARE HAVING A FUN DAY!!

EVERYBODY WELCOME

IF YOU HAVE BEEN THINKING ABOUT JOINING US
COME AND GIVE US A TRY
ON

Sunday 10th of January 2010 from 2 p.m.
In the village hall

Wine and nibbles provided

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Sixpenny Handley First School News

‘Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear’ was the Autumn Topic for the Reception class children. New to
school, the children enjoyed thinking of questions they would like answered about bears,
both real and cuddly. They enjoyed making bear masks and moveable teddies as well as
playing in the Three Bears kitchen. The children made honey sandwiches, jelly and iced
buns before inviting their own teddies to school for a teddy bear’s picnic.

Our Amazing Coast!
In Year 2, Kestrels class have been asking lots of questions about the coast. We spent 6
weeks finding out all of the answers! We went all the |
way to Weymouth to visit the RNLI Lifeboat station
and had a brilliant day learning about the fantastic
work that the lifeboat crew does. We even designed ===
and made our own boats to see if they could hold more
animals than Noah's Ark. It has been great fun and we
have learnt a lot.

The Wrens (Year 1) Theme for the half term was: “It's All About Me”. The children
planned the questions they would like answered during our
weekly Key Skills lessons. We invited members of the
community in to talk to us. One mum brought her toddler in
so we could see how much we have changed. A dad came in
) to talk about the toys he played with when he was a child
and how they are different to what we play with. We used a
variety of media to create self portraits — even painting
with water on the playground! At the end of our theme, we
visited the Priest's House Museum where we learnt more about toys!

v indasr

This half term Woodpeckers (Years 3 and 4) planned their own learning. The children
chose to investigate where countries are located in
the world and what continents they are in. The
Year 4 children went to Leeson House on a res-
idential visit while the Year 3 children chose to re-
search Salisbury City and how it has changed over
time. Towards the end of the half term the children
chose to find out where different animals are located
and the conditions they need in order to survive. It
was a super half term with lots of exciting learning -
well done Woodpeckers!
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VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE
GP REFERRAL SCHEME

Verwood
Leisure Centre
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Are you suffering from a recurring injury?
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a
medical condition?

Then you can take part in the referral scheme.

How do | get on the scheme?

You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or
physiotherapist. They will give you a prescription to
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is

contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consultation.
The consultation will involve a 30 minute discussion of
your medical history and health checks.
A follow up appointment will then be made for you
to come and start exercising.

Your instructor will guide you though your exercise
programme and will advise on how often to exercise.
Initially, your sessions will be supervised until you feel

confident to start exercising independently.
Your instructor will also review your exercise
programme every 8 weeks!

For information on the cost of the GP referral scheme please

contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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TOP TREE TIPS

In this Top Tree Tips feature, | want to show you how to inspect your trees for problems and
tell you what you should be looking for. The annotated diagram shows a generic sick tree and
every point is a clue to whether your tree is a potential threat. When | am asked to look at
somebody’s tree these are the points that concern me and any decision | take for remedial
work is specific to an individual tree and its surrounding.

1) Topped or pollarded. Regrowth after topping is
inherently weak.

2) Broken limb scar. Decay can occur where braches
have ripped out.

3) Weak fork. Where two limbs have grown too close
to each other bark is trapped and is likely to split away

4 and 5) Bad pruning wounds. Flush cuts (4) and
stub cuts (5) tend to create internal decay.

6) Peeling bark. This can be a sign of rotten wood
underneath.

7) Cavities at the base. Particularly significant if two
or more buttresses are affected.

8) Root damage. Damaged roots may affect stability.
9, 10 and 11) Fungus. It is important to identify the

species of fungi because each has a different decay strate-
gy with some being even beneficial.

12) Right angle bends. Breakage or bad pruning may
have created decay at the elbow.

13) Cankerous growths. This suggests a weakness
whereever it is found.

14) Dieback in leaves, needles, twigs or branches.
Indicates problems with general health.

Paul McDermott
Director, Dorset Trees & Hedges
07771 710919 / 01725 552985

Village Hall 100 Club Winners

September October

1st £25 135 Mr B. Godfrey 1st £25 143  Mrs C. Napier
2nd  £15 80 Mrs S. Shepherd 2nd  £15 18  Mrs B. Carter
3rd £10 62 MrsJ. Weston 3rd £10 135  Mr B. Godfrey

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall.

If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact George or Bea Boyland on 552805.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CHASE
COMMUNITY
FRIENDS

Registered Charity No
1102105

Supported by Dorset County Council Social Services Committee.
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.

In the form of :-
- Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with a contribution from the user

of 50p per mile, to cover petrol costs.

- Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound.
- Dog walking.
- We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.

"Have we missed you™, or can you suggest anyone.

If you would like to attend the Monthly Day Centre please contact us.

The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion at the sports club
every Thursday morning at 10.15 am to 11.45 am.
For information please contact 01725 552404.

Please continue to support the coffee morning.

So come along and make new friends.
CCF interest groups include Book, Music and Art Groups
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
please contact CCF co-ordinator on 01725 552097.

We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas
that the CCF covers - please phone to find out more.
Will people who want to use the volunteer car drivers

please give as much notice as possible

December 2009
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Our established team of well-qualified, dedicated and highly
experienced staff welcomes you to Bright Sparks.
We have a lovely rural setting with ample indoor and outdoor space,
enabling the children to explore and investigate their environment.
Watch your children blossom into happy, confident learners.

“Every Child Matters”

Now Registered to take
Sam - 12 noon or 1pm *Ayrs — under 9 yr olds *
12.00 - 3.00pm or 9 - 3.00pm
Mon - Fri Mursery registered funding, 3 & 4yrs
£ 2.50 per hour Holiday Club Available

Bright Sparks

5
N

Nursery

Ebbesbourne Wake, 10 mins from Sixpenny Handley
Established 1330

“Bright Sparks Nursery School, provides high quality care for children.

The children make good progress in all areas of their learning.”
Ofsred report March 06

Your child's well being is paramount.
If you require any further information, to request a prospectus or to arrange a visit

please contact Angela, Karen or Nicky on 01722 781069
Email:brightsparksare@aol.com / Web site brightsparksnursery.net
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OJVWilliams

) Authorised
' Distributor

HOME HEATING » COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURE -~ LUBRICANTS
* Quality Fuels at Competitive Prices
* Planned Delivery Schemes
» Boiler Maintenance
* Range of Lubricants Available
* Easy Payment Plans

Your Local Distributor Offering a Friendly, Reliable Service

Avonmouth Depot 01179 828 898 » Poole Depot 01202 668 092 « Yeovil Depot 01935 425 725

Transfer Media

offer a comprehensive transfer service for updating,
preserving and reviving your special memories.

Transfer your LPs, 45s, 785, cassettes, 8 track cartridges
and minidiscs onto CD.

Transfer your VHS videos, NTSC videos, VHS-C and SVYHS-C camcorder tapes onto DVD.

Transfer your 3% mm film negatives and slides onto DVD to view those old pictures on your
OVD player or computer.

Transfer Media also offer a CD serateh removal service for discs that are damaged or skip,
as well as a CD and DVD ordering service if you are looking for a particular album or film.

Contact Graeme on 01722 415172 to discuss your requirements
or email info@transfermedia.co.uk

Due to copyright restrictions, only 1 transter ot each itern will be undertaken. Free collection and delivery.
For mare informatinn and prices, please visit www transfarmedia.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

34



mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk

The Downsman December 2009

Is your garden

getting on top of you?

Putting it right could be as easy as picking up a telephone.

Whether you just need your garden tidied, redesigned @ hespoke gardens

or that pile of waste removed, we can do it for you. @ rejuvenation
We undertake all garden work as well as landscaping @ design & build
and planting advice. @® maintenance

Fleasze call Dotinda or Jamie on

01725 552 852 for a FREE esiimate gy 4

We offer a reliable, professional service.
Member of the Federation of Small Businesses.

Website waw. downtogarth-gardening.co.uk ﬁ?ﬁ? rtners / [ fj

BDE'I es fo 5c|1wl A ge l(:I'II H ren wwrw, ha PRynopRy.org.u k

Happy Nappy meets every Monday in the Village Hall frem 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Stories, Singing and Fun for Babies and Children

...with coffee, tea and a chat for adults at our friendly group...

Children 50p, Adults £1

e
FLD
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Valley Gardens & Earthworks

From courtyards to country gardens

Have your garden creatively designed and beautifully
landscaped to create a place of inspiration and tranquillity

We provide all aspects of garden design, landscaping and
maintenance

For a reliable and professional service please contact:
Chris on 01722 781197 or Glenn and Jane on 01725 552152
Email: valleygardens@tiscali.co.uk

%(/i/y @IZ ’

WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING YOUR HOME ON THE
DAY YOU MOVYE OUT OR BEFORE MOVING IN; LET US
TAKE CARE OF THE WORST PART OF MOVING
LEAVING YOU TO ENJOY YOUR NEW HOME.

FOR A PROMPT, EFFICIENT & COMPETITIVE SERVICE

CALL
sARAH ON 07768 316121

ok chrison 07969 388963
FOR A FREE QUOTATION

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Career change?

Is your background in:
- Management / Senior Management
- Team Leading
- Recruitment
- Marketing
- Sales
- Teaching
- Business

Are you looking for long-term security, flexible working
hours, to be paid what you are worth with a stable and
expanding company?

Then call us on: 01202 375880 FL U

Or visit: www.FL4U.co.uk Team Bullding

Our fully-fitted workshops provide
é . tJ a highly equipped base for furniture
a er 9 la repairs, restoration and the creation

of new furniture which includes

MASTER CRAFTSMEN bespoke sofas, chairs, ottomans,

stools and headboards.

Browse through fabric and wood
samples at Dalbergia or call us to
arrange a free no-obligation home visit.

Choose from a Dalbergia design or

have something made to vour own
RESTORERS ve something your ow

design.

UPHOLSTERERS Open: 9%am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Saturday you are welcome by

CABINET MAKERS | appointment.

COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone for more information: 0845 2305 123 {local rate)

Email: enquiries@dalbergia.co.uk WWw .dalbergia.co.uk

Head Office & Showroom: Unit 1A Green Lane Works, Fordingbridge, SP6 THT

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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HANDLEY

GARAGE
Telephone — 01725 552134

We are now fully up and running for
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four)

Full Range of Services
Welding, Servicing, Spraying & BodyworKk,
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gear boxes, Clutches,

Exhausts, Tyresetc
FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard

Opening Hours Mon. to Fri. 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm
Sunday Closed

» Kitchen & Bathroom = Plumbing & Heating

Installations Services
» Ensuites & Utility rooms » Heating installations
* Design service » Boiler changes and servicing
* Tiling » Oil tanks changed
= Flooring » Stanley & Sandeford installation &
= Electrics servicing

» Power flushing of heating systems

Free Estimates and All Work Guaranteed

Telephone: 01725 552284
Mobile: 07866 277944

r

Reg Ma: C3935

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Animal Behaviour - Training - Healing

Fiona Habershon Dip.CABT

< 01725 516 446 P =<
c/cgrf 07833 175 787 ~ 4.5
amail:fiona.habershon@btinternet.com
www.fionahabershon.com

MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD.
BUILDING SERVICES

- CARPENTRY & JOINERY - KITCHENS

- BRICKWORK BATHROOMS

- STONEWORK INSURANCE WORK

- PLUMBING UPVC DOORS, WINDOWS,
- ELECTRICAL FASCIASETC

- DECORATION FITTED BEDROOMS

- ROOFING QUICK RESPONSE

- DRAINAGE FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED

ALL ASPECTSOF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS
FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN
DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY,
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE, SP5 5PA
Telephone/Fax: 01725552888 E-mail: mandcltd@btconnect.com
Web:www.maidmentandcarter.com
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THE GREEN BUILDER

sustainable building solutions

» [ime plastering, rendering and pointing
» cob specialist

* stonework

e yurts made to order

* bespoke carpentry

e green home consultation

Tel 07809 070179 Email: thegreenouilder@Iive. co.UK

R.JAMES

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Bespoke Furniture

Fully qualified carpenter
with over 10 years

Kitchen Installations experience

Roof Construction Fully Insured

Free quotes and advice
Outdoor Structures

Fast, friendly and

Repairs & Maintenance , :
reliable service

and more

01725 552098 *

07818 321182

61 High Street Sixpenny Handley Salisbury

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Sixpenny Light Engineering

Sixpenny Handley. Tel: 01725 559181

General Mechanical Repairs

)
S ([ o . =
\ ja‘ By a Qualified Engineer . AT
Mobile or At Your Home

Servicing & RepairstoCars& Light Vans . Petrol Lawnmower and Garden M achine Repair and Servicing
MOT's . Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing

Light Bodywor k Repairs . Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair

M echanical Restoration. Engine Rebuildsetc. . Motorcycle Servicing and Repair

MI1G Welding . Light Agricultural Repairs

Light Fabrication

Local Estimates Freely Given Reasonable Rates Reliable, Friendly Service

Call Martyn Nash on : -

01725 559181 or 01725 552 348 or 07786 030640 (Out of Hours)

mei Mim’f

TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

‘E:‘ I'?“‘-x\ We care for your lawn so If you would like a
‘l}?i healthy lawn to be proud of and enjoy call us now.

ol Lawn Renavation
Yearly Maintenance Program

Fertilisation, Weed Contral,
Maoss Control
Agralion, Scarification
Reseeding

Free quotation, with no obligation.
Resulls guaranteed.

Call now 0845 603 5586 / 01258 455599
or e-mail weedman @blconnect.com

editor@thedownsman.org.uk a1
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RICHARD ADLEM IN PERSON

practising as
[HANDLEY FUNEFRALS

Private Chapel Monumental Mason

Telephone only on Handley 01725 552496
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5N.J.

Fiohard fras no gesocimion al all vt LN Newrnan L0, (radu i as
‘Bichard 7. Aoy Funcra! Dirccior”, and shoodd ol e sonfrised vy tham.

Dave & M SW1ft

Plant Machine Hire

Tel: 01725 552364 Fax: 01723 552553
Mobile: 07766 733530 , '

SELEDRIVEfOr @)PERATEE}Q;—*_, .

For EXCAVAT[@N DEMDL[TIG)N DRAINAGE TRE[\JCHWE)RK*«. M

SITE CLEARHNCE‘LHNE}_SCHPH'JG PONDS, LAKES, --,...? .;.‘-A .;‘H. hin :

And CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE of INDOOR & DU‘I‘DODR HORSE *ARE[[\IA\SURFACE
DIFFERENT RANGES OF MACHINERY AVAILABLE. R L Fediin _-3-‘;....9
edltor@thedownsman org.uk
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Are you confused by your tax return?
Are you new to business & need some advice?
Is your business growing and you’ve got no time to do the accounts?

Don’t delay, phone today.
01725 552 645 / 07702 813 115

All aspects of accounts production by a
chartered management accountant.

S JCAccounting Services
i Chanered Maragement Accou ntants

All your accounting needs under one roof.

Joanne Clarke ACMA

Chartered Institute Management Accountants

To discuss your requirements or to find out about rates call or email today
Tel: 01725 552645 Mob: 07702 813 115
Email: jcaccounting@tiscali.co.uk

FOR ALL YOUR CARPET &
VINYL NEEDS

1% class personal service,

samples brought to your

door, just pick up the
phone and call
Kevin Armstrong

01258 840056
07767774021

armstrongkvn@aol.com
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PET CARE AT HOME

We Look After Your Peis When You Are Away

Cat Care, Dog Walking,
Pet Feeding, Pet Sitting, Dog Boarding

Veterinary Trained, Fully Insured, Criminal Records Checked

PET TAXI/ANIMAL AMBULANCE

State Veterinary Air Conditioning,

Service & DEFRA First Aid Equipirent,
Authorised Animal Safe Animal
Ambulance Accomtimodation.

Vets, Breeders, Airports, Any Distance, International

S Ar
f@% Animals at Home 07969 598 344

www.sw.animalsathome.co.uk

ar]aene(a

NATURAL @ THERAPIES CENTRE

Visit us for a treatment. Spend the day or simply stay!

Call today on: 01725 51 694 2, or visit: WWW., Sﬂl'pﬂllﬂlﬁ. co.uk.
Sarpencla Natural Therapies Centre, Farnham, Blandford, Dorset, D111 8DG. infoigsarpencla.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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guitar lessons

Dave Gray - 01725 552503
07751 566342

acoustic/electric
lead/rhythm/improvisation
blues-pop-rock etc.

half price taster lesson
home visits

over 35 years experience

New services include

? Tree survey & inspection reports
'lE Arboricultural impact assessment reports
@ BS3837 & B53998 quality guaranteed

Also climber sub contract hive

'3 23

Qualified & at commercial pace

Day: OF77 171 09 19
Eve: 01725 552985

Contact:
Paul McDeormott

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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BUILDING
ROOFING
PLUMBING
PLASTERING
GENERAL
MAINTENANCE

CASHMOOR
PROPERTY Mobile 07857 593093

Phone 01725 552860

ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS

SERVICES

Mr R.A. CLOUGH QUALITY GARDEN

CENCING ‘ BUILDINGS
CONTRACTOR || g\, Conbes o,
Ayt reni v,

éln(;gf)g'a%‘ | ~) CORNER STORES

Chainink g e

Post and Rail POO;:]LTONS P

Free Estimates ’V R e g

Wincombe Business Park | = I=
Warminster Rd ® Shaftesbury

Telephone 01725 552522 01747 853067 ——

M obile 07778603559
www.poultons.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLEANNE COMIPARTY

A local family-run company
specialising in
carpet & upholstery cleaning.
including rugs, curtains (in situ)
and leather suites.
We also offer stain protection,
deodorization, flea treatment, carpet math

treatment, anti-bacterial treatment,
and anti-allergan treatment.

For professional advice & free quotations,

phone 0800 215 5505
or leave a message on 07966 638102

email enquiries@newforestcleaning.co.uk

SUMMERLOCK
UPHOLSTERY

Church Farm Workshop
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

Tel: 01725 552333 Fax: 01725 552333
FOR

RE-UPHOL STERY

CURTAINS
L oose Covers

VERTICAL & VENETIAN
BLINDS
Carpets Supplied & Fitted

December 2009

HEDGE PLANTS
and TREES

Small nursery has
NATIVE HARDWOOD
TREES
at good prices

Also a wide variety of strong
hedgerow plants

Planting undertaken
if required
Call: Julian Gordon-Watson
(01725) 517692
for free list

For ALL your Carpet supplies
and requirements

PROEESSIONAI Pl ANNING
PROFESSIONAL PLANNING

AADDETS VA
CARFEI9 e VINTL

2 Tal vl I".‘ T el I Py |
I | il =de 4 ERELY Iod =t VIR |
'-.""-‘-.;:;Fl-'-'ﬂ.ulr't'.s" al™ . e | e Bl W Fanl ™

For a FREE Quotation
or advice
call today...

Clive Marshallsay

Telephone 01425 6570059
Mobile: 07831 200004

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P,
SR.P.

Chartered and State Registered
Physiotherapist

Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice,
Massage

Home Visits and Evening
Appointments

Telephone: 01725 552518

PATRICK
ROSE

QUALITY PAINTER

AND DECORATOR

Free quotes & advice
Fullyinsured

TEL: 01725 552872
MOB: 07989 373735

Chalke Plumbing

Heating Engineer service for
Sixpenny Handley

Martin Miller
OFTEC registered technician for
Ol Boilers and Oil Cooking stoves

(AGAsetc.)

Maintenance / Installation
* Hot Water Cylinders
* Energy Conservation Surveys
* Central heating plumbing
* All work Guaranteed

Phone: 01722 780734
Mobile: 07732 460 258
chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk

E-mail:

NEIL EVERALL

Your Local Appliance Specialist
for
Check ihew ot befor:
LRI 10 FOWH

After Sales Service
BeiHee?

Superb Prices!

{ Hntpa{n:;' B

", é“&og‘ﬂﬂr':-i-. .P[E‘..-b
Deliver g -'f.lfm '

& | \Mﬂ]ms y

Install f@;E ¥
- ﬁ‘-*ashﬂf’

PLUB - Fast Efficient Repairs
to Most Makes & Madels

01258 455093

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum
DT11 7UQ

48
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTS

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT
(Chalke Valley)

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL
AND COTTAGE GARDEN
FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,
also annuals, vegetables
and some shrubs

Open Saturday and Sunday,
April to October

Contact Jane on 01722 780839
or 07970 069599
e-mail: janeyadrian@aol.co.uk

@v
GOODFELLOW & SON

GENERAL BUILDING,
PAINTING/DECORATING

HEATING & PLUMBING

(01722780688/780055/780419

A family run business for over 45 years

December 2009

PENNY MORRISON
MASSAGE THERAPIST

CaliTied i
SWIDISH Massacr
SpPoRTS MAssAGE
[MEIAN HEAD MASSAGE
EasTERM FACIAL MASSAGE
HoT 5TONME MassaGE
AROMATHFERARY

£5 OFF first massage treatment!

MASSASE FRICES FANGE FROM £20- 235

DACTHINTS VAT AR F
LWHEN 2LIYTNG A COURSE OF TREATAFENTS

THE ASH', COMMON ROAD, SIXPEMNY HANDLEY
01725 552024

AIRWAVE

AN NEWMAN
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE

TV & Radio Aerials
Extra Points/Repairs
Satellite Dishes
Digital

Telephone
01722 322862
01725 552516

M obile 07831 403644

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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3G BUILDING &
CONSTRUCTION LLP

Partners. M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard

New Build

Extensions

Barn & Loft Conversions
Conservatories

Project Management Services
Replacement Windows & Doors
Fitted Kitchens

Bed & Bathrooms

All building works undertaken
References Available

CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR
PROJECT

Tel/fax: 01725 552412

Mobile: 07817 606718
e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk

EMMA HEARNE

FURNITURE

Craduated from the Bondon
Callege of Furniture in 1988

Cabinet repairs, Frenchpolizhing,
VEfEEFing, tardquetry eto.

all undertalken.

For all enquiries ona free estimate
pleaze telephone:

01202 884658

December 2009

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

IAN HARRIS

MIPRE

Advice on repair of your existing
equipment

Assistance in setting up and
supply of new items

Loan sets available

Call me, your local expert with over
thirty years experience.

Tel: 01747 870822
Mobile: 07921 194816

D
&Sava. e
g

Spring Clean

Have you got rubbish that needs clearing,
but neither the time, equipment or
transport to deal with it?

Help is at hand.

Diruid and Savage is a local firm which unders@mnds te hassle and
difficulty of getting rid of all forms of rubbish whether garden
waste, dismantling and removing sheds. old paint cans, house
chearance, large dump runs, manure,
food. scrap etc.You name it, they can
collect and remowve it! Professional

|'I|'|-C1 [ ::II'-'IIII'!‘.II-W!. DI'III:I ane F}ﬁ\'ﬂ&!' 5
licensed by the Environment Agency to
callect and remove all wasee, and the

majority of the waste is, where it is a
all possible to do so, recycled.

Call today for a free estimate:
t: Jamie: 01725 552 206 / 07795 083 089.

Mike: 07775 430 468
e: jamie.forbes@druidandsavage.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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ANDREW BAVERSTOCK

Farnham, Dorset

Garden machinery
service and repairs

Tel. (01725) 516311
Mobile 07813 252078

Mast work can be carried ouf
at your home. Please phone /7
without obligation e
to discuss your :
requirements. oSl

YOGA
CLASSES

GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL
ALL WELCOME!

In Teacher's Home Studio
Day and Evening
Beginners & Improvers
Private Classes
Yoga for Pregnancy

Mrs Prim Young
01258 841364
E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk

SWALLWORTH
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ﬁ DoMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS — RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS
FREE QUOTATIONS

SIMON WALLWORTH

31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY SP5 5PA

TEL: 01725 552545
Mos: 07826 928759

SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK

,

Corbett Pest Control

Royal Society of Health Qualified

Moles, rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, pigeons,
wasps, fleas, cockroaches, flies, bedbugs,
moths, bee swarm removal etc..

For All Your Pest Problems
Call- 01722 780946

corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com

3 Thatched Cottage, Fifield Bavant SP5 5HU

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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- WHAT'S ON!I

DATE FUNCTION PAGE || DATE FUNCTION PAGE
3 Dec Wl Advent Service, werne 21 7 Jan Mobile Library 21
Minster
3 Dec Chase Pre-School Bingo 14 10 Jan Bowls Club Fun Day 28
10 Dec Mobile Library 21 11 Dec W.I. Meeting 21
14 Dec  W.I. Christmas Party 21 14 Jan Copy Deadline 3
22 Dec Carol Singing in Village 7 21 Jan Mobile Library 21
23 Dec Carol Singing in Village 7 28 Jan Chase Garden Club 21
24 Dec  Mobile Library 21 30 EDDC Give or Take Day 26
1Feb Next Issue 3
4 Feb Mobile Library 21
5 Feb Sports Association Quiz Evening 6
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