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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 

This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 

 

The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the 
1st October 2009 

Copy Deadline is Friday  18th September 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

 
 
 

Editor: Margaret Thorne, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

 

Phone: 552211 / 553001 
Email : 
office@sixpennyhandley.co.uk 

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk 
to ensure your articles and news reach us 

Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 
Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  

Due to problems with production the Downsman Committee have decided 
that they can no longer entertain the insertion of flyers in future copies.  

We would also ask that contributors are requested to make every effort to 
meet the deadlines which are required to allow for printing, production and 

distribution by the publication date. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:office@sixpennyhandley.co.uk
mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Clerk’s Corner 
 

ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR:   The Parish Council has recently received a report of youths discarding beer 
cans in hedgerows at the Village Hall car park.  Polite remonstration produced abusive language, followed by a 
return some time later and the public dumping of what appeared to be domestic rubbish in the same place.  The 
Parish Council and other volunteers have recently conducted litter picking excursions.  Sixpenny Handley has 
entered the Best Kept Village Competition and judging is imminent.  Normally litter is dropped thoughtlessly, 
which is one thing.  This aggressive, intentional littering is quite another. 
 
Reports are also coming in of drivers performing hand-brake turns in the Village Hall car park.  The container by 
the shed at the Village Hall car park has been vandalised.  One of the gates at the children’s play area has been 
ripped from its hinges. 
 
The police have been informed of these incidents.  If you have any information regarding any of them please 
contact me, or a Parish Councillor.  The Parish Council is striving to maintain your Parish in good order – please 
help. 
 
PARISH MAINTENANCE UNIT:  The PMU visits twice a year to rectify problems connected with 
Highways.  Hedges are a recurring problem & their maintenance is the responsibility of the owner of the land on 
which they grow.  Potholes, blocked drains and gullies etc. will be attended to if brought to the attention of the 
PMU.  If you see a problem please report it to me, or any Parish Councillor, and we will see if we can sort it 
out.  The PMU is next due in September and I shall submit a list to Highways in August; so now is the time. 
 

Christopher Snape 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

Greetings, Sixpenny Handley 
 
I would like to take this chance to introduce myself.  My name is Jamie Edge and I will be the 
new PCSO (Police Community Support Officer) for the rural community working alongside 
PC Brittain. I have now been signed off for independent patrol, so you will be seeing a lot 
more of me with PC Brittain. So please feel free to come and introduce yourself or give the 
SNT mobile 07825 521735 a ring to get through to me or PC Brittain directly. 

Jamie Edge 

The following planning applications have been considered by the Parish Council 
 
3/090455 - 37 High Street - Two storey front extension to include balcony & single storey garage   
extension 
3/09/0445 - Sixpenny Handley First School, Common Road - Pre-school building & access ramp 
3/09/0397 - Dean Cross Cottage, Woodcutts - Demolition of existing garage/store.  Extend on two 
levels to include new bedroom, utility, entrance & carport.  Insulate & overclad existing single storey   
extension 
3/09/0473 - Sixpenny Handley Recreation Ground - Erect storage building on bowling green      
perimeter 
3/09/0488 - Common Road car park - Change of use of land from agricultural to use as a community 
car park to facilitate safe parking for Sixpenny Handley First School 
3/09/0545 - Myncen Farm, 83 Minchington, Cashmoor - Erect farm office, including WC,        
kitchenette, & meeting room & hard standing for parking 
 
Approvals 
3/09/0025 - 2 Town Farm House, Dean Lane - Install solar panels on roof - Permitted 
3/09/0287 - May Cottage, Handley Green - Single storey extension - Permitted 
3/09/0254 – Garston House, Sixpenny Handley - Provision of dormer windows to second floor 
accommodation – Permitted 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Village Hall Notes 
 
The Committee wish to apologise to those residents of Common Road who were affected by a private party 
in the early hours of Sat 4th July. Regrettably the hirer did not know who his friends were as they left the area 
around the hall in a deplorable state, let alone played music beyond the midnight cut-off time. Sorry. 
 
At the end of June the hall hosted a meeting of the Sowing Seeds Action Group. This project has almost £5M to 
invest in the Cranborne Chase AONB and North Dorset area over the next four years.  People attending from 
all over the area were very complimentary about the facilities available in this village, which was nice to hear. 
 
Considerable effort has been given to improve the cleanliness of the hall over the past weeks; more will be done   
during the summer holidays when the floor will be re-waxed. 
 
The entertainments committee are finalising the films to be shown during the winter. Any suggestions should be 
made to Brady Turner, The Walnut Tree Gallery 552836 
 
 

Events in the Hall 
 
Monday 24th August  Indian Tie Dyeing and Resist Printing with  Lal Hitchcock  - Ages 7+  
  Contact : Brady Turner,  Walnut Tree Gallery 552836 
 
Saturday 5th September Horticultural and Homecrafts Show  -  
  Schedules are available in the village shops. 
  Contact:  Carole Wyatt  01725 552572 
 
Friday 18th September Film Night – the first of the season  -  Watch for posters in the village 
 
Friday 25th September TG Collective  -  An evening of music and dance 
  See separate poster for details 

 
Who cuts back hedges overhanging footpaths and roads? 

 
It is the responsibility of the owner or occupier of any land or property to ensure that the 
frontage hedge or other vegetation growing on their land does not impede passage along the 
highway, which includes the carriageway, footpath and verge. Hedges should be cut back to 
the boundary or vertically above the rear of the footpath for a clear height of 2.2 metres. 

 
What happens if the landowner doesn't take any action? 

 
Where problems are identified, a letter will be sent from the Dorset County Council Area 
Highways Office. If the landowner does not take action within a reasonable time, the DCC 
Legal department will send a formal notice under sections 136 or 154 of the Highways Act 
1980. Failure to comply with the notice will result in the work being arranged by Dorset 
County Council and the cost recovered from the landowner.  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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A meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Sixpenny Handley 
with Gussage St Andrew’s was held on 24th June 2009 

 
 

A summary of agenda items 
 
• With reference to the questionnaire sent out to parishioners, the timing of the services, 9.30 am and 

11.00 am was discussed from the point of view of which would be better – Informal at 9.30 am and 
Traditional at 11.00 am.  There was no consensus of opinion but a lively debate ensued. 

• Kids’ Club:  The numbers have been fluctuating, partly due to the core of young ones having moved on 
to their next school.  The formation of a young person’s band was suggested. 

• On Saturday, 1st August, 10.00 – 11.30 am, a meeting of all helpers will be held in St Mary’s. 
• The Churchwardens are to attend a workshop to help with the planning of a ‘Back- to Church Sunday’ 

service in September. 
• Finance:  David Lockyer (Treasurer) reported that the ‘Share’ had been reduced to £28,741.  We    

applauded his persistent efforts to achieve this.  Votes were taken to set our monthly ‘Share’ payments 
at £2000.  It will be reviewed in 3 months’ time. 

• The committee was brought up to date with the re-ordering plans for the church.  We are awaiting the 
detailed report from our conservator about the state of the wall paintings at St Andrew’s.  Work on 
the clock has begun and an auto-winder is due to be installed in the next two weeks.  Other projects 
are nearing completion in their planning. 

• Fund Raising and social events were outlined.  They will be advertised as usual. 
• The Dorset Historic Churches Sponsored Cycle Ride will take place in September   
 
 

Sheila Bradley (Secretary to the PCC) 

The Dorset Historic Churches Trust 
ANNUAL SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE 

SATURDAY 12TH.SEPTEMBER 
 
This is one of the most enjoyable ways to raise money for a good cause, and last year thirteen       
cyclists – families, groups and individuals from the Parish - took part.  Please circle the date in your 
diary, and if you haven’t been involved before, consider joining in the event on Saturday September 
12th!   In almost every church visited, parishioners leave food and drink for the cyclists (a particularly 
special chocolate cake at Tarrant Monkton last year!), so although you might not necessarily lose 
pounds, you can certainly gain ££££! 
 
Posters and information will be available in the Church from the beginning of August, and I may be 
contacted by phone 516453, or by email: jfcul3@hotmail.com. 
  
Those who take part, on a bicycle (tandem or mono), on foot, in a wheelchair or on a horse, will be 
helping to raise money not only for the Dorset Historic Churches Trust, but also the church of their 
choice.  The great thing about this sponsored ride is that it is very flexible – you can visit as many (or 
as few) churches and chapels as you wish and start and finish at your choice of times.  Those unable 
to take part in the actual ride can help out by staffing their local church to welcome visiting cyclists - 
and if that is impossible, anyone can be a sponsor! 
  
Please consider how best you can have fun with this FUNd raising event! 

John and Gay Cullingford (Sixpenny Handley) 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:jfcul3@hotmail.com
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - ‘You add. We multiply’ 
10th - 16th MAY 2009 

 
 

The “seeding and harvesting” of the Christian Aid envelopes to 400 or so homes in the village realised the sum of 
£608.11 of which £329.89 was Gift Aided which added, under Gordon Brown’s Gift Aid Tax arrangement, a further 
£72.58, bringing the total to £680.69.  Last year’s corrected collection was £655.85 (the Gift Aid total was         
incorrectly added to the total).  So, better than last year by £24.84 – wow! 
 
A heartfelt thank you for your generosity, especially in these difficult financial times, and when added to this figure is 
your personal donations made in other ways and in other places – a really tremendous effort.   This will help so 
many disadvantaged people in the world in so many ways - if you wish further information and have an internet  
connection Google CHRISTIAN AID and you will get some idea of where your money goes.  The charity works 
wherever the need is greatest, irrespective of religion or race and they invest in things that multiply and provide 
benefits for years to come.   
 
Thanks again for your generosity as a Community and to the Collectors who made it all possible.   Your gifts given 
with love will be received with love. 
 

David Salmons 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre 2009 
Final total collected for the Community Fund  

£3,217.87 
 
Once again, very hearty thanks to all those who helped on the day, either before or after 

to help make everything a great success. 
 

We, the committee, are already in the process of putting things in place for next year. If 
you have any ideas or are prepared to help set up or help run next year’s Fayre, please 

contact myself or Maureen New on the numbers below. The more the merrier!! 
 

We have contacted the eligible groups who may draw on the Community Fund and we 
will keep you informed in The Downsman of any awards made from the Community 

Fund after our AGM on Wednesday 2nd December 2009, which will take place at  
‘The Pavilion’ Sixpenny Handley at 7:30 pm.  Please feel free to come along and discuss 

with the Committee our future plans and aims for the Community Fund and, 
of course, The Fayre itself. 

 
Once again, thank you to everyone for all your efforts. 

We’re really looking forward to next year! 
 

Martyn Nash 
Joint Chair, Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre Committee. 

Maureen New 01725 552539 (Joint Chair) 
Martyn Nash 01725 552348 (Joint Chair) 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report For Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre 23rd May 2009 
 

The Street Fayre committee is now pleased to report the total funds raised at the Street Fayre 
on 23rd May. 

 
All monies given by those who entertained or exhibited, helped with the raffle and tombola, the 
Community Groups who gave all their takings, others who gave their time, space, facilities to help 
make a successful day and the Committee with much support from many, raised £3,217.87 for 
the Community Fund. 
In addition, amounts raised on the day by the individual Village Charities’ own efforts 
(after the deduction of their donations to the Community Fund) were as follows: - 
 Chase Community Friends £  720.46 
 St Mary’s Church £  529.11 
 WI  £  145.00 
 Pentridge Church £    85.00 
 Bowls Club  £    67.55 
 Happy Nappy  £    6600 
 Handley Village Hall £    49.70 
 Rainbows  £    31.80 
 Total  £1694.62 
 
Finally Martyn Nash and his band Shoot the Moon raised £530.00 for the 1st Woodcutts Scout 
Group at an evening dance at the village hall. 
This means a grand total of £5,442.49 was raised for the Community, by the community’s efforts 
on the day. 

Rosalie Adams. Treasurer Sixpenny Handley Street Fayre Committee 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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FLU and PNEUMOVAX 
CLINICS 2009 

 
The Government has recommended that the priority groups for this year are:- 

 
Everybody aged over 65  
Anybody suffering from a chronic disease eg those at risk from 

Chronic respiratory disease or asthma requiring repeated steroid inhalers  
Diabetes 
Chronic heart, liver or kidney disease 
Immunosuppression,  

Carers of ill or infirm people 
 
 

We shall be running CLINICS in: 
 

Sixpenny Handley 
 

Tuesday    6th  October 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Monday 12th   October 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Wednesday 14th   October 9:30 am – 11:30 am  

 
Broad Chalke 
 

Wednesday   7th   October 2.30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Friday    9th    October 9:30 am – 11:30am 
Thursday  22nd  October 9.30 am – 11:30 am  

 
 
 

No appointment is necessary 
We will try and keep waiting to a minimum. 

 
If you are a priority (see above) and cannot attend any of these dates please telephone  

Sixpenny Handley Surgery  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT THE SWINE FLU VACCINE 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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More Life at Woodcutts 
     Due to government cut backs, it has not been possible 
to do a complete annual census here at Woodcutts.  
Despite this, there have in fact been quite a few changes 
that have been recorded, which can easily be noted 
without intensive study and investigation and are of some 
relative importance.  In the past ten years there have been 
some quite noticeable changes to the human occupation 
here;  that is in the ten premises accessed from Long 
Lane, Woodcutts, along with their transport systems as 
shown in the following table: 
 
Year      Number of  Adult 
 properties     residents     Children     Vehicles 
 
1999       10          17         7              12 
 
2009         10       19         11              18  

 
From the above figures, it can be seen that not only have 
the number of humans increased but the number of 
vehicles for each adult in the population has also increased 
from 0.71 vehicles per adult person to 0.94 vehicles.  
Hopefully, the full census can be completed at a later date 
in the year.  However the main problem to be identified, 
that of the increased number of vehicles is important, as 
this will increase our carbon footprint here and could 
effect global warming locally.  In fact, if the human 
population increase involves the advent of even more 
vehicles, the construction of new roads may become 
necessary, even to the extent of building a dual 
carriageway past ‘Between Gates’ to cope with rush hour 
traffic. This of course will require considerable 
excavations, but since there is a precedence for 
excavations in this area, it should not be a problem.  If 
you are wondering what this precedence involved, it is 
quite simple.  A gentleman called General Pitt-Rivers, who 
incidentally owned most of the land around here, dug 
holes all over the place.  He used as his excuse an 
extreme interest in archaeology;  nothing compared with 
the need for a new road here for the benefit of the local 
populace, so no problem with the planners is anticipated.  
 
While thinking of archaeology, I must say what an 
enjoyable evening I spent with the Pentridge Church 
members on a visit to Marten Green’s farm, where his 
museum of archaeological artefacts and country bye-gones 
are in themselves worth a visit in its own right, but 
together with a tour of the nature conservation work 
being carried out on his farm it became a fabulous 
occasion. Thank you to both Marten and his wife for a 
very special visit. 
 
It is amazing the history of the area that has already been 
recorded, especially with reference to Cranborne Chase.  
Recently I have been reading ‘A Chronicle of Cranborne 
and the Cranborne Chase’ by T.W. Wake Smart.  This 
was written in the early part of the nineteenth century 

and first published anonymously in 1841, and gives a very 
good account of the history of the area over six centuries, 
especially that of the hunting and the friction between 
land owners, the Crown and the common people, 
including poachers. 
 
Woodcutts is mentioned in the book, once on page 196, 
where Woodcutts is spelt as Woodcotes, and refers to a 
situation where one “William Weare was attached to 
answer to the plea of Thomas Topp, why he entered by 
force and arms his Close at Bridmore, and trod down and 
destroyed his corn , with certain cattle, cows, pigs and 
sheep, to the value of 100s., (£5.00 in today’s money) and 
committed other offences to the damage of the said 
Thomas Topp, and against the peace of the Lady the 
Queen, on the 5th day of May, in the 19th year of the 
Queen’s reign.”  Presumably this reference is to Queen 
Elizabeth the first and the year 1577. So it may be seen 
that Woodcutts was an important place in those days. 
There are other mentions of Woodcutts, spelt in a 
number of ways in the notes at the back of the book; 
mostly concerning poaching or offences concerning 
hunting (deer) with dogs and the neglect or otherwise of 
deer fencing and woodland management including 
coppicing.  Reading parts of this book, especially the notes 
is very difficult, perhaps because of the legal wording used 
and also the antiquity of the text.  Whatever there was 
then, it is the same today; namely a great interest in the 
wildlife of the area.  
 
As I write, there are a total of ten blue tits and great tits 
devouring feed at our bird table.  For several weeks now 
Paul next door has been telling me that he has had 
nuthatches visiting his feeding station on a regular basis, 
which has made me extremely envious. That is until the 
tenth of this month (July), when we had our first visits 
from this species. Since then we have had occasions when 
as many as three nuthatches have been seen at any one 
time here.  It is wonderful to see how acrobatic they are, 
even compared to the tinier blue tits. They are, of course, 
the only British species that can actually walk up and 
down on a tree trunk; that is, on the downward reach to 
go head first.  Even the tree creepers have to work from 
bottom to top and then fly back down to the bottom to 
start their climb up again in search of insects in the bark 
for their food, while the nuthatch simply turns around and 
goes headfirst down the trunk or, in our case, the peanut 
feeder.  
 
There are often up to ten assorted tits, as mention above, 
feeding together but at the coming of the nuthatches they 
all disappear. This is not the case when the greater 
spotted woodpeckers appear, despite it being a much 
bigger bird with a potentially much greater weapon in its 
beak. It could be because the woodpecker family - mum, 
dad and two youngsters, are much more regular visitors 
who have been coming for a much longer period of time, 
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and that familiarity breeds contempt, but it is difficult to 
tell. 
 
Another reason for feeling envious is that Paul, our 
neighbour, has pied flycatchers flying from the lime trees 
on the edge of his garden to feed on the flies accumulating 
in the damper shade under the lime trees. He also has a 
small garden pond, in which he has had frogs, toads and 
newts as well as a plentiful insect life, including dragonflies.  
 
While mentioning insects, on Friday the 17th of July, I saw 
a group of painted lady butterflies flying during a sunny 
period just north of Bere Regis.  I was wondering if this 
was the new generation preparing to fly back to Africa 
before the end of the summer, a reversal of that 
tremendous northward migration in May and June. Also 
on the same day, while driving along a narrow lane we 
were provided with an escort of three green 
woodpeckers for some one hundred yards (or whatever 
that is in metres) . . . 

Sorry for the interlude, I hope I haven’t kept anyone up, 
but sitting where I am I noticed a nuthatch on the bird 
table and I have been attempting to obtain a photograph 
of it, so far unsuccessfully. Incidentally, if I had successfully 
taken a picture you would have seen that I was wrong 
about all the smaller tits fleeing at the sight of the 
nuthatches as they now seem to have accepted them.  So, 
since I am already overdue with this piece for the 
Downsman, I don’t think I should wait any longer and I 
will say good-bye for now. Thank you for reading this 
article and God bless you all. 
 

Ted Cox   (July 2009) 
 
N.B. Please note that I inadvertently put an ‘h’ in the word 
campion in my last attempt in the June edition of the 
Downsman. The red campion is a wonderful flower but 
not a champion.   
 

 

SIXPENNY HANDLEY BOWLS CLUB 
 

Come and join us at our 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

in the  
Village Hall 

Saturday 12th September 
at 2.30 pm 

 

JUMBLE,  WHITE ELEPHANT,  TOYS,  BOOKS, 
NEARLY NEW,  CAKES,  PLANTS,  ETC. 

REFRESHMENTS 
and, of course, 

A DRAW 
 
 

Donations of jumble, etc., to 
Derry: 01725 552681    Stella:  01725 552236     Pat:  01725 552591 

Or bring to the hall between 10.00 am—12.00 noon 
 

Admission 20p 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mobile Library Schedule    -    Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 
Dean Lane       3.50 – 4.05 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30 

August 6th,  20th,  September 3rd,  17th,  October 1st,  15th 
 

 
 

CARDS 
 

WHIST  My prediction in the June issue of The Downsman that the first four places in the 2008-2009 
competition were likely to be secure was somewhat awry as far as Doug Haskell was concerned. Holding 
second place behind David Brine, and only 15 points adrift, Doug had only to return his average for the contest 
of “161” and his placement was assured. Unfortunately, it was not to be and a quite disastrous “128”  resulted in 
7th overall with Gerald Trickey [164] elevated to 2nd spot and finishing a mere 7 points adrift of David who 
clung on to win, despite a below par total of 150.  Nora Davis did just enough to finish 3rd, 2 points clear of Len 
Diggin who carded an excellent 171 [as did Ruth Hustings] to end the competition with an aggregate of 2553. 
Thus, the top 10 positions are:- 
 
    David Brine           2580 
    Gerald Trickey      2543 
    Nora Davis            2555 
    Len Diggin            2553 
    Ruth Hustings       2546 
    Stuart Haskell       2545 
    Doug Haskell       2543 
    Betty White         2538 
    Brenda Innes       2537 
   Kingsley White   2536 
 
Doreen Leverton won the individual highest score for the competition [185], while the highest total recorded 
on the final drive, 173, was recorded by Chris Napier whom, it will be recalled, came out ahead of the field in 
the penultimate round. 
    
In total, 35 players completed 10 or more competitive drives and a reasonably good average of 8 tables in play 
more or less equals that for the past few seasons. However, new players are wanted for what is an excellent 
evening’s entertainment where the prizes awarded for the best finishers at the tables are duplicated for winners 
of the draw. On average, 10 prizes are set out on each of the 2 tables and at £1 for your whist card and .50p for 
a strip of draw tickets [and you can purchase as many strips as you wish], this must surely be excellent value for 
money. 
    
Details of the 2009-2010 contest will appear in the next issue of The Downsman. 
 
BRIDGE  Never underestimate the card playing prowess of your partner, whatever your misgivings. This was 
brought home to me during a recent session at the Sports Pavilion when my partner, Chris Napier, bid on to 4 
Clubs over strong calling by our opponents, Gillian Wadge and Eric Turner who were seeking to make a game in 
spades. I had opened a very light 1 Diamond and had ducked out of the auction following an overcall and 
support from Gillian and Eric. But, Chris persevered and in quite brilliant play landed her contract, even though I 
was only to table the 10 of Clubs in support. Then, to round off the afternoon we bid and made a small slam!  
 

Bill Chorley 
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY 
HORTICULTURAL AND HOME-

CRAFTS SHOW 
SAT 5th SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER 2009 

   

SCHEDULES  
and ENTRY FORM 

are available from: 
J Clark Butchers 

The Post Office Stores 
Styles Newsagents and Hardware 

Walnut Tree Gallery 
Michelle’s Hairdressers 

      

Grow somethingGrow somethingGrow something   

Make somethingMake somethingMake something   

Show itShow itShow it   

 
 

We always need help. 
If you can assist we would be  
delighted to hear from you. 

We are always very grateful for  
donations to our raffle / tombola. 

If you would like to run a stall please 
telephone:  

 

Carole Wyatt 01725 552572 

Entry Forms for the Show with correct fees, must be handed 
in to the Post Office or the Entry Secretary   

not later than 7.30pm Wednesday September 2nd 2009. 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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T O P  T R E E  T I P S  
 
For this feature I will go to the mail bag and answer a very interesting question from 
Shane of Paddock Close.  It is quite left-field but none the less thought provoking:  
he asked ....... 
 
“What is an Arborist?”     
             
As far as I am aware this word has not made it to the dictionary.  The actual word is 

arboriculturalist.  It has been shortened for the sake of ease and brevity.  People in my industry needed 
to distinguish     themselves from terms like tree man, tree feller or tree surgeon. This is because any-
body with a      chainsaw, truck and gall enough to climb a tree can call themselves a tree surgeon.  It 
doesn’t mean that they know anything about trees.    
 
Sylviculture concerns raising trees as a crop, hence forestry workers are called sylviculturalists and     
arboriculture concerns everything else about trees.  Arborists work in both rural and urban               
environments and can be further sub-divided into four main groups;  ground arborists, climbing arborists,      
consultant arborists and council arborists, also known as Arboricultural Officers.  Ground and climbing 
arborists are at the sharp end of the industry and are the felling, cosmetic and remedial tree surgery   
experts.  Consultant arborists, often thought of as boffins as being recognised experts in the field as they 
are concerned with tree surveys and inspections and are used as expert witnesses in court contentions 
and much more.  Council arborists are the bureaucratic interface of the local planning department and 
the general population.  Ground, climbing and consultant arborists are contractors available by contract 
hence the name contract arborists.  Council arborists are not available by contract. 
 
I hope this answers the question.  If you do hire somebody and they call themselves an arborist you have 
a better chance that they know what they are talking about so you are less likely to be ripped off.  

 
 

Paul McDermott  
Director, Dorset Trees & Hedges 

07771 710919 / 01725 552985 

 
Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club 

 
 
The results in the triples and Dorset men’s league are very good this season and we hope that this will continue for 
the remaining matches to be played.  In both leagues we are second.  It is important that we do as well away as at 
home and winning on our own green is of course vital!  Support is always appreciated for our home matches! 
 
We always enjoy our friendly matches, and thank you to those who have provided draw prizes for these occasions 
and Doris for organising the draws. 
 
We, as the Bowls Club, took part in the Sports Association Open Day and quite a few people tried our sport and 
some have natural talent!  Maybe we will see them again?  
 
We also had our yearly afternoon with the CCF and everybody had a good time. 
 
We will have our annual jumble sale on 12th September and help is always needed, along with draw prizes. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the season! 

Bea Boyland 
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                 SHReD 
SHReD Update 
 
After a shaky start SHReD is now three months into its second year;  
there are some “green shoots”, but we are very dependent on the      
support of the Community for its continued success.  We have increased 
our membership, but we need to have more households involved, so I am 
appealing to those who use the service to encourage their neighbours to 

join us. There are still some people, who have not renewed their membership this year and I hope that 
this is just because it has slipped their mind.   
 
The annual membership is £10.  Bio-degradable bags are available for sale in the Post Office and Hardware 
Stores (6 for £5) and collection of green waste is early every Monday morning.  
 
In the future it is our intention is to provide membership cards for those joining our scheme, but this will 
only happen when our financial situation allows. 
   
Soil conditioning compost is now available for sale at very reasonable prices (including delivery).   For bulk 
quantities please contact Simon Meaden, but for smaller amounts contact Rita Taylor.   Those people who 
have already had the product have been very pleased with it.  Woodchip is also available for sale.  A 
shredding service is also available – this includes use of tractor/shredder with operator at £40 per hour. 
 
Please be aware that the collection times may vary during the winter months and this will be made clear in 
the October Downsman. 
 
If you have any ideas or would like to contribute in some way to the future success of this project please 
contact either myself or Simon Meaden (552715) 
 

   Rita Taylor (Company Sec)   Tel:-   01725 552885 

 
RNLI                           

  Sheila Bradley’s  ‘Front Path Stalls’ 
46, High Street, Sixpenny Handley 

 
I can’t believe that a year has passed since last August Bank Holiday weekend! 

I am holding the ‘Front Path Stalls’ again for ‘Lifeboats’ on 
Saturday and Sunday, 29th and 30th August, 10.30 am – 4.00pm.  

 
Christmas Cards will be on sale as well as other good things. 

Do please come as you usually do. 
We raise a splendid amount for this superb charity. 

In anticipation:  Thank you very much for your support. 

The Endorse It In Dorset Festival 09 
This year’s event will be running from the 7th August to the 9th August inclusive.  If you have any 
queries  or complaints please contact Mr G Cullen before or after the event on 0797 3737 935 or 
during the event please contact the control room on 0792 084 3448. 
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Crouching low beside his Commanding Officer 
[Lieutenant-Colonel H E Cowie], Lance Corporal Butt, 
bugle in hand, waited for the signal that would commit A 
and B companies into battle. Their objective; to reach 
the village of Eterville and clear it of the enemy. The 
noise was deafening; from ahead the steady crump of 
bursting mortar shells while overhead Typhoons [mainly] 
roared back and forth ready to discharge their lethal 
underwing cargoes of rocket projectiles, and also clearly 
audible was the scream of incoming shells from the 
warships giving counter-fire from the nearby channel. To 
all this  passage of war Cowie seemed impervious, his 
eyes firmly focused on his watch as he counted down the 
seconds to zero hour. Ahead lay a field of standing corn 
which would form the battalion’s start-line and for many 
that day would be their entrance into eternity. 
 
In close attendance to the two companies, led 
respectively by Majors Upton and G L Symonds, were a 
troop of recently arrived Crocodile flame-throwers and 
a squadron of Churchill tanks. Formidable though the 
latter might be and with an illustrious name to match, the 
Churchill required a particularly skilled and resolute 
crew in order to outfight their German counterparts 
manning the respected Mark VI Tiger. Nevertheless, the 
dull throb of their engines provided a certain reassurance 
to those anxiously waiting for the off. 
 
At 0620 the strident sound of the bugle rang out and 
“the Battalion rose to its feet as one man”. First into the 
cornfield were the men of B Company and almost 
immediately an exchange of rifle fire could be heard by 
those strung out alone the line of advance. The skirmish, 
for it came to little more than that, was brief and it is 
likely that it was C and D companies who took the first 
German prisoners of the day. Although unsighted at the 
start of the battle, the eastward advance of five 
kilometres or so to the outskirts of Eterville was quickly 
covered and apart from one or two casualties from 
shelling, both companies had faired well. The barrage was 
now incessant and Major Symonds ordered his men, all 
“still in excellent formation” to halt and seek cover until 
the Allied artillery fire ceased. 
 
Talking a few years ago with Les Perrett, Les remembers 
his platoon, and that of Harry’s, found themselves in an 
orchard bordered, he though, by a stone wall. Enemy 
mortar and machine gun fire from the direction of 
Eterville was at the time showing no sign of slackening 
and it was patently obvious that if it continued they were 
going to have a stiff fight on their hands in dislodging 
their opponents. 
    

Symonds, meanwhile, was watching for the tell-tale sight 
of blue smoke which he had been told would signal the 
cessation of the Allied ground and air bombardment. He 
had not long to wait and the order to advance into the 
village was given. It was at this point that tragedy struck 
his company for no sooner had his men commenced the 
rush towards the nearest houses that four fighters, 
possibly Typhoons, peeled off and “dropped two bombs in 
the middle of my company whilst we were still in the open 
field. We could see the bombs falling so had time to lie down, 
but we suffered a number of casualties from these, including 
Sergeant Fowler [a pre-war territorial, married and from 
Swindon], who was killed, and all three of our No. 88 sets 
[radios] were put out of action.” 
 
Naturally, this awful event was well remembered by Les 
Perrett for Harry Neave was quite literally only a matter 
of yards away from him, and though Major Symonds in 
his account of the action writes of an “open field”, Les 
believes they were still in the orchard when the 
explosions took place, killing his friend in the blink of an 
eye. 
 
Despite this reversal of fortune, both companies not only 
got into the village and to their relief discovered that the 
majority of the defenders had withdrawn. It had taken 
the spearhead companies less than an hour-and-a-half to 
reach their first objective and B Company now 
progressed without too much difficulty to their next 
objective, a road beyond Eterville, thus taking the line of 
the sector advance that much closer to Caen and the 
Orne river. 
    
With B Company halted and in the process of preparing 
a holding position, C and D companies reached Eterville 
and began the task of winkling out the few remaining 
German infantry, while A Company, which had come up 
on Major Symonds’ right and still supported by their 
Crocodiles, wheeled and headed on a southerly course 
for the village of Maltot. 
    
Although their passage into and out of Eterville had been 
relatively straight forward, the position of B Company 
was far from secure. A mere 300 yards or so from the 
village, and due to the natural features of the land 
completely unsighted, a German counter-attack with 
tank support was being prepared. Already, enemy 
shelling of B Company’s area was in progress and before 
Major Symonds could complete digging his slit-trench he 
was rendered unconscious from the blast of an exploding 
shell. 
    

5726097 Private Harry Frederick Charles Neave 
4th Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment 

B Company, 6th Platoon 
[Part 3] 
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Village Hall 100 Club Winners  
 
 May  June 

1st £25 69 Mrs D. Leverton 1st £25 87 Mrs Burroughs 
 

2nd £15 2 Mrs Broadway 2nd £15 91 Mrs M. Smith 
 

3rd £10 73 Mrs D. Day 3rd £10 131 Mr T. Gibb 
                                            

 
The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall. 

 
If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact George or Bea Boyland on 552805. 

Coming round, he was gratified to find his wounds 
were being attended to by his Canadian second-in-
command, Captain Ron With. It was at this point that 
the 7th Battalion of the Hampshire Regiment reached 
Eterville with orders to press on and capture Maltot. 
The events that followed are graphically described by 
the acclaimed military historian Antony Beevor in his 
recently published book D-Day; The Battle For Normandy 
[Viking, 2009]; “While the 129th Brigade struggled up Hill 
112, the 130th Brigade on the left captured Eterville and 
then advanced towards the village of Maltot. The 7th 
Battalion of the Hampshire Regiment and the 5th Battalion 
of the Dorsets, with their supporting tanks of the 44th 
Royal Tank Regiment, had little idea of the shock awaiting 
them. The 502nd SS Heavy Panzer Battalion equipped with 
Mark VI Tiger tanks, the largest and most formidable 
fighting machine seen on the western front, was converging 
on the same spot. Unable to see what was ahead, the 
Tigers of one company smashed through the hedgerow in 
front and found themselves facing four Shermans. The 
Tigers’ 88 mm guns turned three of them into blazing 
wrecks in a moment. The fourth escaped using his reverse. 
The Dorsets*, unaware that the other battalion had 
withdrawn, were soon engaged in house-to-house fighting in 
the village. They learned the hard way that when clearing a 
building you had to go straight for the top rooms. If they 
went through a farmhouse and into the courtyard at the 
back, it was too easy for the Germans upstairs to throw 
down grenades and fire from the windows.” 
 
 

It seems that both the 4th and 5th Battalions fought 
side-by-side in this action at Maltot. 
 
Concerning this same encounter Major Symonds 
comments, “There are few people who know just why the 
7th Hampshires failed to capture Maltot, but I witnessed 
one of the reasons. They were due to pass through Eterville 
to attack Maltot as soon as we were firm in Eterville, and 
this they did. As soon as they passed through us they ran 
into the German counter-attack ... ... “I shall always believe 
the 7th Hampshire’s attack on Maltot, coming when it did, 
saved my company from being completely overrun before 
we were probably dug in.” 
   Symonds [later to be decorated with the Military 
Cross] also remarks that he never discovered how 
Major Upton’s A Company had faired in the attack at 
Eterville as later in the day they were “lost almost to a 
man at Maltot.” 
 

To be concluded 
Bill Chorley 

 
Postscript. Having reappraised the time-line reported in 
Part 2, I believe the first line in the right-hand column 
on page 17 should have read “and by 0115 on the 9th”, 
and thus the first line of the Postscript should be 
amended to read “Up to 0620 on June 10th”. In this  
third part of Harry Neave’s profile, I acknowledge the 
invaluable writings of G J B Watkins who wrote the 4th 
Battalion’s history [see the April 2009 edition of The 
Downsman] and whose reporting of Major G L 
Symonds description of the fighting appear in italics. 
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Pentridge Fete 

 
The Famous Pentridge Fete  

in aid of St Rumbold’s Church 
 

It’s that time again! 

Saturday 12th September  
2pm - 5pm on Pentridge Village Green 

 

Come along for all your old favourite  
fete attractions, some good  

old traditional sideshows and also  
a few new surprising ones!  
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THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB 
 

The Chase Garden Club meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm 
lectures, slides, garden visits etc.  

 

For more information phone Peter and Sue Evans 01725 552270 or Gill Carter on 01725 552030. 

On the 21st May, Sixpenny Handley hosted the Annual Spring Group Meeting; there was a good turnout with 60 
members attending. The speaker was Peter Craft, a professional Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies; he 
gave an interesting talk about his work at events, from palaces to pubs and stately homes to a marquee on the 
lawn. The competition - ‘who would you most like to sit next to at dinner and why’– was won by Heather 
Eynon, who chose Guy Fawkes, with the present political situation in mind!  There was an excellent buffet and 
raffle, rounding off a very good evening. 
 
The June meeting was held at the home of Margaret Quinn, a W.I. member in Woodyates, chosen because of 
her wonderful garden. The members were able to visit two other gardens nearby, before settling down to watch 
the flower arranging demonstration by Marcia Bartlett. She imagined going on a walk and seeing a cottage 
garden, a wedding floral display in a church window and a woodland setting, and made three arrangements to 
demonstrate these beautifully.  Even though the temperature was a little cool and we were unable to have the 
entire meeting outdoors, it was a worthwhile session 
 
On the evening of June 9th, 13 members with five husbands in tow went on a walk around Salisbury with Cathy 
Quinn, an official Tourist guide. It was a lovely bright evening and Cathy is certainly extremely well informed and 
amusing.  We learnt a lot about our wonderful city and finished the day with a meal at the White Hart hotel.  
 
On June 17th, there was an exhibition and competition at Sutton Waldron with regard to ‘SOS for Honey Bees’. 
There were some interesting displays showing the plight of the bees.  Sixpenny Handley’s exhibit was both 
different and colourful, but came second, losing by just one point.  
 
On June 25th, there was a group visit to Athelhampton House.  It was a beautiful day and the gardens were 
colourful and well tendedl; a swan family totally ignored the closeness of the members!  A cream tea was 
enjoyed in a wonderful hall, complete with minstrel gallery; a very sociable and successful outing. 
 
At the July meeting, the members enjoyed a talk given by Mrs Susan Symes about her 30 year button collection, 
along with a marvellous display.  She spoke passionately about the subject giving some historical facts, as well as 
making it at times very amusing. A very good evening, which was enjoyed by all. 
 
Dates for the Diary 
August 10th           American Supper  Chez Jan Gibb 
September 14th      Mrs Jocelyn Jenkins:  Bed and Breakfast – the Other Side  
 
Sixpenny Handley has a thriving Women’s Institute, a fun loving group with many varied interests.  If you would 
like more information or would like to come along to a meeting, please contact the Secretary ( Bobbie Carter)  
01725 552042 
                                                                                                                     

                                                                                Rita Taylor (Committee member) 

News 
And  Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 
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 TG COLLECTIVE 
 

 
 

Will be appearing at 
SIXPENNY HANDLEY SIXPENNY HANDLEY   

VILLAGE HALLVILLAGE HALL  
 

Friday 25th September 7.30pm 
 

Adults: £7.50 U18  £6  Family £24 
 

Moving through flamenco, jazz, gypsy, hotclub and contemporary classical influences, TGC is 
centred around the two acoustic guitars of Jamie and Sam, set alongside a core of Percy 
Pursglove on double bass, cajon and trumpet; Holly Jones on flute and alto flute, and Louis Rob-
inson on violin.   TGC also feature eminent flamenco dancer and choreographer Ana Garcia, 
and world percussionist/cajon player Tom Chapman, with new and interchanging shapes and 
sizes of ensemble within a performance.  
 

"Stylish, very stylish ..."   - THE TIMES **** 
"As refreshing as it is infectious..."  - JAZZWISE *** 

 
For tickets contact:   Tony Gibb 01725 552704  
or  Brady Turner, The Walnut Tree Gallery 01725 552836 
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We now   
offer more 
sessions  

We now   
offer more 
sessions  

We aim to provide a safe and exciting environment in 
which we promote children’s learning in all areas.  

 Sessions 
Tues, Wed,  

9.00am-2.30pm 
Thursday 

9.00am-12.00am 
Lunch 11.30-12.00 

 £6.00  
Per session 

funding    
available for 3 

year olds 
Lunch £1.50  

  

  

Secure  
facilities  
including  

outdoor play 
area 

  
Successful 
OFSTED  
inspection 

Link Group 
Sessions run 
at Sixpenny 

Handley First 
School 

Venue 
Sixpenny 
Handley  

Village Hall 

Call Tilly: 01725 552046 or Luci: 01725 552098 for more information. 
  

The Chase Pre-School is a non-profit making organisation. Registered Charity No. 1033941. 
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THE CHASE PRE-SCHOOL  
 
 

The academic year has whizzed along once again and here we are facing the end of the summer after a 
fun filled and exciting 08/09.   
 

We returned from summer '08 with a Lottery grant to spend specifically on the outdoors.  The 
Awards For All enabled the purchase of additional resources to enhance play outside.  The playground 
was also painted by some hard working committee volunteers and so the children are outside playing 
and learning more than ever and everyone is truly thriving on all the fresh air.   
 

For the very first time reception children were able to come to the pre-school after their mornings at 
school right up until Christmas.  Both pre-school and school children were delighted with this          
arrangement and all benefited from the continuing relationships.  It was also during the autumn term 
that invitations were sent out to the daddies of the children asking them to come and play.  Some were 
able to do just that.  Before the term was over we visited Myncen Farm to select and buy pumpkins.  
In November we invited the whole of the First School's reception class to come and play for a morning 
and early December we had a Very important visitor dressed in red and handing out presents!  This 
resulted in some bemused children. 
 

The spring term didn't lose pace.  Visitors included a librarian loaded down with stories to read, two 
police women with a patrol car and all doors open along with a working siren!!!  The Head Teacher from 
the First School also came to read to the children and parents spent time reading during the morning 
of World Book Day.  The children cooked this term including, among other things, bread plaits, cheese 
straws, love heart biscuits, and pizza.  
 

This first half of the summer term, even though only five weeks long, was dotted with extra fun.  The 
children learnt and sang some French songs with a visit from some Year 8 Cranborne Middle School 
students.  We all cuddled and learned about day old partridge chicks and this same half term the    
Assistant Head read the story on her visit from the First School. 
 

The pre-school launched its first of three 'Stay and Play' sessions which offers parents the chance to 
join their child at the setting in order to play for the first hour or so.  
 

The children had great fun joining the First School's African Arts Week activities where they were 
immersed in music, story and patterns of many countries of Africa.  The final seven weeks of this   
summer term saw medals made for a June sports day, a visit to the First School for a story with the 
Head Teacher in the library and a trip to the church to learn about Christian Baptism.  Families      
continue to feel welcome and part of their child's learning partnership with the staff involved after 
another four opportunities to ‘Stay and Play’. 
 

Throughout the academic year the children and their families have supported several charities;     
Children in Need, Marie Curie, and Meningitis in Children.  This has involved planting daffodils, guessing 
teddy bear names and taking the children on a Toddle Waddle out round the recreation area in order 
to raise money for other charities.  
 

It's soon going to be the moment to pack away the cupboard contents one last time and all rest over 
the summer break.  The Chase Pre-Schools 'Link Group' has held ten sessions for the rising 5's going 
onto school in September and the new autumn term will arrive with the very real prospect of the    pre
-school moving onto the school site in the new year.  The Chase Pre- School continues to thrive in the 
supportive community of the village and all the families involved.  The register is looking extremely 
healthy for the forthcoming academic year and we look forward to learning with the new children on 
their arrival.  Thank you to all for their support this year 
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Continued on next page 
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ROB’s AUCTION 
In aid of Sixpenny Handley Village Hall - Regd Charity No 276132 

 

Saturday 17th October 2009 
Think ahead:  dig out those valuables from your attic that you have 

forgotten about and other people might like to buy. 

Sixpenny Handley stars on stage 
 

On Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd of July some of the children at Sixpenny Handley First School 
took part in a talent show, it was called ‘Sixpenny Handley Stars on Stage’. The super presenters were 
Izzy Muspratt and Jack Arnold and the stage crew were Jacob Austin and Simon Jenner.               
Josh Regnart was in charge of the lighting and Libby Kemp the music lady.  

 
The show went really well and all the children were 
superb performers! At the end of the show the 
teachers performed a song and dance from Hannah 
Montana the movie `Hoedown Throwdown’. Mrs Wol-
stenholme sang the song and the rest of the staff 
were dancing! What a great show… everyone involved 
had a great time! 
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Rob’s Column 

Memories 
We went and we married a long time ago, 
We worked for long hours and wages were low. 
No TV, no wireless, no baths, times were hard 
Just a cold water tap and a walk up the yard. 
But if you were sick you were treated at once 
Not, “Fill out that form and come back in six 
months.” 
No vandals, no muggings, there was nothing to rob, 
And we felt quite rich with a couple of bob. 
No holidays for us, no posh carpets on floors, 
But we’d coal on the fires and we didn’t lock the 
doors. 
 
Our children arrived, no pill in those days 
And we brought them up without any state aid. 
People were happier in those far-off days, 
Kinder and caring in so many ways. 
Milkmen and paper boys would whistle and sing, 
A night at the pictures was our mad fling. 
They were quite safe to go and play in the park 
And old folk could go out for walks after dark. 
No Valium, no drugs and no LSD. 
We cured most ills with a good cup of tea. 
 
We all get our share of trouble and strife, 
We just have to face it—that’s the pattern of life, 
But when we’re alone and look back through the 
years 
We don’t think of bad times and trouble and tears. 
We remember the blessings, our home and our 
love 
That we’ve shared them together, and thank God 
above. 
 
 
Bread and Honey 
Of all the meals you can buy for money 
Give me a meal of bread and honey. 
 
A table of grass in the open air 
A green bank for an easy chair. 
 
The tablecloth inwrought with flowers 
And a grasshopper clock to tick the hours. 
Between the courses birds to sing 
To many a hidden shining string. 
And neither man or maid be seen 
But a great company of green 
Upon a hundred thousand stalks 
Talk to us its great green talks. 
And when the merry meal is done 
To loiter westward with the sun 
Dipping fingers ere we go 
In the stream that runs below. 
 
Of all the meals you can buy for money 
Give me a meal of bread and honey. 

I bought a vintage red wine 
recently which was very 
strong.  On the label it said, 
“Recommended for lying 
down.”  I drank it, and sure 
enough, I had to lie down. 
 
 
A couple got married.  It 
was all beautiful.  The bride 
wept for joy, the groom 
cried with happiness, the 
bridesmaids were misty 
eyed, even the wedding 
cake was in tiers! 
 
 
If you want the rainbow, 
you have to put with the 
rain. 
 
 
There’s a sign outside Kwik-
Fit near me.  It says, “We fit 
exhausts.”  They’re right!  I 
had a go on my daughter’s 
Wii Fit and I was well   
knackered! 
 
 
How do you make your 
man’s eyes sparkle?  Shine a 
torch in his ears. 
 

I bought the wife a 1,000 
watt light bulb for her  
birthday.  She didn’t seem 
happy at first, but after she 
turned it on you should 
have seen her face light up. 
 
 
A little girl was watching 
her mother do the dishes 
at the kitchen sink when 
she noticed several strands 
of white hair in contrast to 
her brunette head.  She 
looked at her mother and 
inquisitively asked, “Why 
are some of your hairs 
white, Mum?”  Her mother 
replied, “Every time you do 
something wrong and make 
me cry or unhappy one of 
my hairs turns white.”  The 
little girl thought about this 
for a while and then said, 
“Mum, how come all of 
Grandma’s hairs are 
white?” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Thankful Heart 
Take nothing for granted, for whenever you do 

The ‘Joy of Enjoying’ is lessened for you. 
For we rob our own lives much more than we know 

When we fail to respond or in any way show 
Our thanks for the blessings that daily are ours. 
The warmth of the sun, the fragrance of flowers, 

The beauty of twilight, the freshness of dawn, 
The coolness of dew on a green velvet lawn, 
The kind little deeds so thoughtfully done, 

The favours of friends and the love that someone  
Unselfishly gives us in a myriad of ways. 

 
 
We would like to say a very big thank you to      
everyone who sent cards, flowers and kind words 
for the sad loss of baby Emma Louise on 18th May.  
Also special heartfelt thanks go to Mr Richard 
Adlem and the doctors and staff at the surgery. 
 

Sarah, Dean, Nicky, Rob, Richard, Bev 
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VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

GP REFERRAL SCHEME 

Are you suffering from a recurring injury? 
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a 

medical condi on?   

Then you can take part in the referral scheme. 
 

How do I get on the scheme? 
 

You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or  
physiotherapist.  They will give you a prescrip on to  
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is 

contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consulta on. 
The consulta on will involve a 30 minute discussion of 

your medical history and health checks. 
A follow up appointment will then be made for you 

to come and start exercising.   
 

Your instructor will guide you though your exercise 
programme and will advise on how o en to exercise. 
Ini ally, your sessions will be supervised un l you feel 

confident to start exercising independently.  
Your instructor will also review your exercise 

programme every 8 weeks! 
 

For informa on on the cost of the GP referral scheme please 
contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.  
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Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 
Full page - £16 
Half page - £10 

Quarter page - £5 
 

Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6 
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers. 

 
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

700 households within the parish.  
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FOR ALL YOUR CARPET & 
VINYL NEEDS 

 1st class personal service, 
samples brought to your 

door, just pick up the 
phone and call  

Kevin Armstrong  
01258 840056 
07767774021 

armstrongkvn@aol.com 
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YOGA 
CLASSES 

GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

In Teacher's Home Studio 
Day and Evening 

Beginners & Improvers 
Private Classes 

Yoga for Pregnancy 
 
 

Mrs Prim Young 
01258 841364  

E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk    
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk 

• New Build 
• Extensions 
• Barn & Loft Conversions 
• Conservatories 
• Project Management Services 
• Replacement Windows & Doors 
• Fitted Kitchens 
• Bed & Bath Rooms 

 
All building works undertaken 

References Available 
 
CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR  

PROJECT 

3G BUILDING &  
CONSTRUCTION LLP 

Partners: M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard 

Tel/fax: 01725 552412 
Mobile: 07817 606718 

e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk 
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 S WALLWORTH 
 ELECTRICAL  SERVICES 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS 
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES 
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING 
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING 
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING 
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS 
ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS 
 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
 
SIMON WALLWORTH                                        
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   SP5 5PA 
TEL: 01725 552545 
MOB: 07826 928759 
 
SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK 
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

 
Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 

S.R.P. 
 

Chartered and State Registered 
Physiotherapist 

 
Treatment for 

Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 

 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

 
Home Visits and Evening 

Appointments 
 

Telephone: 01725 552518 
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DOUG LUCAS 
01725 552636 

 

Logs, lighting wood,  
wood chip and mulch, 

stakes, posts, rails, wattle hurdles, panels 
and all types of fencing  
supplied and erected. 

Also gardens cleared, gravel paths and 
driveways 
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTSDAIRY HOUSE PLANTS  
 

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT 
(Chalke Valley). 

 
 

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL 
AND COTTAGE GARDEN 

FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,  
also annuals, vegetables 

and some shrubs 
 
 

Open Saturday and Sunday, 
April to October 

 
Contact Jane on 01722 780839 

or 07970 069599 
e-mail:  janeyadrian@aol.co.uk  

 

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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            Sixpenny Handley.             Tel: 01725 559181 

General Mechanical Repairs 

• Servicing & Repairs to Cars & Light Vans 
• MOT’s 
• Light Bodywork Repairs 
• Mechanical Restoration. Engine Rebuilds etc. 
• MIG Welding  
• Light Fabrication 

• Petrol Lawnmower and Garden Machine Repair and Servicing 
• Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing 
• Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair 
• Motorcycle Servicing and Repair 
• Light Agricultural Repairs 

Local Estimates Freely Given             Reasonable Rates                      Reliable, Friendly Service 

     01725 559181 or 01725 552 348  or  07786 030640 (Out of Hours) 

By a Qualified Engineer 

Mobile or At Your Home  

Call Martyn Nash on : - 
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

Mr R. A. CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
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R.JAMES 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

 
 

          61 High Street      Sixpenny Handley                  Salisbury 

Bespoke Furniture 
 

Kitchen Installations 
 

Roof Construction 
 

Outdoor Structures 
 

Repairs & Maintenance 
 

01725 552098 

Fully qualified carpenter 
with 10 years experience 
 
Fully Insured 
 
Free quotes and advice 
 
Fast, friendly and reliable 
service 
 

 

PPPhill hill hill RRRyall yall yall EEElectricallectricallectrical   
 

Domestic  -  Commercial  - Industrial 
New Installations  -  Re Wires   

Tests & Inspections 
 

All types of work undertaken 
 

Free Estimates 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL ! 
 

NO VAT 
 

0 7 5 2 5    8 5 7 7 6 6 
 

prelectricalcontractors@live.co.uk 
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Chalke Plumbing 
 

Heating Engineer service for  
Sixpenny Handley 

 
Martin Miller  

OFTEC registered technician for  
Oil Boilers and Oil Cooking stoves 

(AGAs etc.) 
Maintenance / Installation 

* Hot Water Cylinders 
* Energy Conservation Surveys 

* Central heating plumbing  
* All work Guaranteed 

 
Phone:    01722 780734   
Mobile:   07732 460 258 

E-mail:    chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk 

 
 
 

THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALIST 
 
Protection & Maintenance 
• Block paving cleaned & sealed 
• New block paving - sealed 
• Patios, roofs, tarmac, timber decking 

cleaned & sealed 
• Concrete cleaned & colour sealed 

(choice of colours) 
• Patterned concrete cleaned & sealed 
 
Installation 
• Decorative concrete 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Shingle 
• Concrete repairs 
 

FREE Quotations & Advice 
Telephone:  01725 552842 

Mobile:  07814 405676 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Are you confused by your tax return? 
Are you new to business & need some advice? 

Is your business growing and you’ve got no time to do the accounts? 
 

Don’t delay, phone today. 
 

01725 552 645  /  07702 813 115 
 

All aspects of accounts production by a  
chartered man- agement account-

ant. 
  

  
 
 
 

All your accounting needs under one roof. 
 

Joanne Clarke ACMA 
Chartered Institute Management Accountants 
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            acoustic/electric 
            lead/rhythm/improvisation 
            blues-pop-rock etc. 
 

half price taster lesson 
home visits 
 

over 35 years experience 

guitar lessons 
 

Dave Gray –  01725 552503 
  07751 566342 
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EST. 1993 
                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE TEAMS 
 

• C.S.C.S CERTIFIED CHIMNEY ENGINEER 
• HETAS REGISTERED 

• WOODBURNERS/MULTI-FUEL STOVE SALES & INSTALLATIONS 
• FLEXIBLE CHIMNEY LINERS 

• PRE-FABRICATED STAINLESS STEEL CHIMNEY SYSTEMS 
• NEW SHOWROOM & SALES COUNTER OPEN 

 
CONTACT  US  

  TELEPHONE & FAX 01985 218596 MOBILE 07866367575 

E-mail  fbsflues@aol.com 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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T.V. — VIDEO — DVD 
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE 

 
—————————————————— 

IAN HARRIS    
MIPRE 

—————————————————— 
 

• Advice on repair of your existing 
equipment 

• Assistance in setting up and 
supply of new items 

• Loan sets available 
 

Call me, your local expert with over 
thirty years experience. 

 
Tel: 01747 870822  

Mobile: 07921 194816 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lifeline is an emergency alarm system that gives you the 
reassurance that help is available – 24 hours a day. 

 
Peace of mind for you and your family at the touch of a 

button. 
 

For more information or to arrange a Free demonstration 
Call Lifeline on:  01202 864224 or 01202 864225 

             E-mail:   lifeline@edha.co.uk 
                          www.edha.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Transfer Media 
offer a comprehensive transfer service for updating,                    

preserving and reviving your special memories. 
 
 

Transfer your LPs, 45s, 78s, cassettes, 8 track cartridges, minidiscs                                      
and reel to reel tape onto CD.                                                                                          

 
Transfer your VHS videos, NTSC videos, VHS-C and SVHS-C camcorder tapes onto DVD. 

 
Transfer your 35 mm film negatives and slides onto DVD to view those old pictures on your  

DVD player or computer.                                                                                                      
 

 Transfer Media also offer a CD scratch removal service for discs that are damaged or skip,  
  as well as a CD and DVD ordering service if you are looking for a particular album or film.  

 
Contact Graeme on 552922 to discuss your requirements                                         

or email info@transfermedia.co.uk 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, only 1 transfer of each item will be undertaken. Free collection and delivery. 
For more information and prices, please visit www.transfermedia.co.uk 

Valley Gardens & Earthworks 
From courtyards to country gardens 

 
Have your garden creatively designed and beautifully  

landscaped to create a place of  inspiration and tranquillity 
 

We provide all aspects of  garden design, landscaping and 
maintenance 

 
For a reliable and professional service please contact: 

Chris on 01722 781197 or Glenn and Jane on 01725 552152 
Email: valleygardens@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Macdees Bookkeeping & Accountancy 
 
 
 

Sarah MacDonald  FIAB 
Professional & Confidential Financial Services 

 
 
 

All aspects of general bookkeeping 
and accounts work undertaken for 

Sole/Partnership Traders and Limited Companies 
Small Businesses 

 
 
 

Payroll / VAT / Self Assessments / Taxation /  
Corporation Tax / 

Internal Auditing / Company Start Up 
 
 
 

Spreadsheet & Database Design Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home:  01725 553130 
Mobile:  07789 006963 

 
macdees-bookkeeping@tiscali.co.uk  

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
mailto:macdees-bookkeeping@tiscali.co.uk


55 

The Downsman   August 2009  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk


56 

The Downsman       August 2009  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk 

SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 

 

GOODFELLOW & SON 
 

GENERAL BUILDING, 
PAINTING/DECORATING 

 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

 
(01722780688/780055/780419 

 
A family run business for over 45 years 
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MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD. 
BUILDING SERVICES 

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 
 

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN 
 

DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER 
 

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY, 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE, SP5 5PA    

Telephone/Fax: 01725 552888     E-mail: mandcltd@btconnect.com        
Web:www.maidmentandcarter.com 

 
• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
• BRICKWORK 
• STONEWORK 
• PLUMBING 
• ELECTRICAL 
• DECORATION 
• ROOFING 
• DRAINAGE 

• KITCHENS 
• BATHROOMS 
• INSURANCE WORK 
• UPVC DOORS, WINDOWS, 

FASCIAS ETC 
• FITTED BEDROOMS 
• QUICK RESPONSE 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• FULLY INSURED 

mailto:editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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PATRICK 
ROSE 

 
 
 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 
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Supported by Dorset County Council Social Services Committee. 

The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it, 
within the Cranborne Chase villages. 

 
In the form of :- 

· Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with a contribution from the user 
   of 50p per mile, to cover petrol costs. 
· Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound. 
· Dog walking. 
· We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. 

 
"Have we missed you", or can you suggest anyone.  

If you would like to attend the Monthly Day Centre please contact us. 
 
 

The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion at the sports club 
every Thursday morning at 10.15 am to 11.45 am. 

For information please contact 01725 552404. 
Please continue to support the coffee morning. 

 
 

So come along and make new friends. 
CCF interest groups include Book, Music and Art Groups 

For any information concerning Chase Community Friends, 
please contact CCF co-ordinator on 01725 552097. 

 
 

We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 
that the CCF covers - please phone to find out more. 
Will people who want to use the volunteer car drivers 

please give as much notice as possible 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

 

6 Aug Mobile Library 12 

7-9 Aug Endorse It In Dorset Festival 15 

10 Aug W.I. American Supper 20 

20 Aug Mobile Library 12 

20 Aug Parish Council Meeting  

24 Aug Indian Tie Dyeing &  
Resist Printing 5 

27 Aug Chase Garden Club 20 

29 Aug RNLI Front Path Stall 15 

30 Aug RNLI Front Path Stall 15 

   

   

   

   

   

3 Sept Mobile Library 12 

5 Sept Homecrafts & Horticultural 
Show 5 & 13 

12 Sept Bowls Club Jumble Sale 11 

12 Sept Dorset Historic Churches Trust 
Sponsored cycle ride 6 

12 Sept Pentridge Fete 18 

14 Sept W.I. Talk 20 

17 Sept Mobile Library 
Parish Council Meeting 

12 
 

18 Sept Film Night 5 

18 Sept Copy Deadline 3 

24 Sept Chase Garden Club 20 

25 Sept T.G. Collective—music and 
dance 5 & 21 

27 Sept Sports Association Family Fun 
Walk 19 

1 Oct Next Issue 3 
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